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Saturday 
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Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
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Parish Services:   
1-209-532-7139  
Ext. 107 (Sonora) 
Ext. 111 (Big Oak Flat) 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments. Please call me at    
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 
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Jesus said, 
“No servant  

can serve two 
masters. . . 
You cannot 
serve both  

God and 
mammon.” 

(Luke 16:13  ) 

25th  

Last Sunday, we welcomed newly ordained Deacon 
Michael Tippet to our Parish, and we celebrated Deacon 
Mike Kubasek’s 15-year anniversary of his ordination.   

We are truly blessed! 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Fr. Ron Rolheiser 

© 2022 Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  

Karl Rahner wrote the following: “Have you ever done 
something simply on principle, because it was the right 
thing to do, knowing that you couldn’t explain it to 
anyone, without there even being a good feeling 
attached to your act? If you have done this, you have 
experienced God, perhaps without knowing it.” 
 
Jesus would agree, so much so that he makes this both 
the central tenet of religion and the overriding criterion 
for salvation. We see this explicitly in the famous text in 
the gospels where Jesus tells us that whatsoever you do 
to the poor here on earth you do to him. For Jesus, to 
give something to a poor person is to give something to 
God, and to neglect a poor person is to neglect God. 
 
There’s an important background to this teaching. They 
had been asking Jesus: “What will be the test? What will 
be the ultimate criterion for judgment as to whether or 
not someone enters into the kingdom of heaven or not? 
His answer surprised them. They had expected that the 
final judgment would revolve around issues of religious 
belonging, religious practice, correct observance, and 
moral codes. Instead they got this answer: When the Son 
of Man comes in his glory and all the angels with him, he 
will sit on his throne in heavenly glory. All the nations will 
be gathered before him, and he will separate the people 
one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep 
from the goats. He will put the sheep on his right and the 
goats on his left (Mt 25:31). 
 
And what, according to Jesus, will be the basis for the 
separation? Only this: did you feed the hungry? Give 
drink to the thirsty? Invite in the stranger? Clothe the 
naked? Visit the sick and imprisoned? Because when you 
do these things to the hungry, to the thirsty, to 
strangers, to the sick, and to the imprisoned, you do 
them to God, and vice versa. 
 
And immediately there was confusion among those who 
heard these words. Both those who did what was asked 
and those who didn’t were equally befuddled and lodged 
the same protest: When? When did we see you hungry? 
When did we see you thirsty? When did we see you 
naked, or a stranger, or sick, or in prison and serve you or 
not serve you? When did we see you, God? 
 
Both are caught off guard and both ask seemingly the 
same question, but their protests are in fact very 
different: The first group, those who had measured up, 
are pleasantly surprised. What they say to Jesus is 

essentially this: “We didn’t know it was you! We were 
just doing what was right!” And Jesus answers: “It 
doesn’t matter! In serving them, you were meeting me!” 
The second group, those who hadn’t measured up, is 
rudely shocked. Their protest, in effect, is this: “If we had 
only known! If we had known that it was you inside the 
poor, we would have responded. We just didn’t know!” 
And Jesus answers: “It doesn’t matter! In not serving 
them, you were not serving me!” 
 
What’s the lesson? The more obvious one of course is 
the challenge that is already contained in the famous 
mantra of the prophets who had stated unequivocally 
that the quality of our faith will be judged by the quality 
of justice in the land and that the quality of justice will be 
judged by how the most vulnerable groups in society 
fare (widows, orphans, and strangers) while we are alive. 
The Jewish prophets had already taught us that serving 
the poor is a non-negotiable, integral part of religion, 
that nobody gets to heaven without a letter of reference 
from the poor. But Jesus adds something: God doesn’t 
just have a preferential option for the poor, 
God is within the poor. 
 
There’s another lesson too, subtle but important: In this 
gospel story, neither those who served God in the poor 
nor those who didn’t serve God in the poor knew what 
they were doing. The first group, who did respond, did so 
simply because it was the right thing to do. They didn’t 
know that God was hidden inside the poor. The second 
group, who didn’t respond, didn’t reach out because 
they didn’t realize that God was within the poor. Neither 
knew that God was there and that is the lesson: A 
mature disciple doesn’t calculate or make distinctions as 
to whether God is inside of a certain situation or not, 
whether a person seems worth it or not, whether a 
person is a Christian or not, or whether a person appears 
to be a good person or not, before reaching out in 
service. A mature disciple serves whoever is in need, 
independent of those considerations. 
 
TS Eliot said, “The last temptation, that is the greatest 
treason, is to do the right thing for the wrong reason.” 
Jesus would add that doing the right thing is reason 
enough. 
 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/matthew/25:31


 

 

INTO YOUR HANDS,  
O LORD,      

we commend the souls of   

Carmella Peller 
Kathy Lyons 

Cynthia Schlenz 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them.  

May they rest in peace. 

Monday 9/19 ~ Communion Service 
                 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 9/20—Friday 9/23 ~ Daily Mass 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 9/21 ~ Adoration/Reconciliation 
                  6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 9/24 ~ Vigil Mass for 26th Sunday  
                                     in Ordinary Time  
     4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat           

Sunday 9/25 ~ 26th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11 am; 1:00 pm Spanish 
                        St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

September18, 2022                                         The Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
Weights and Measures 

 
In today’s Gospel (Luke 16:1-13), Jesus tells the parable 
of the Dishonest Steward.  This steward goes to his 
master’s debtors and tells them he will secretly reduce 
their debts so they will welcome him into their homes if 
he loses his job. I thought it might be interesting to 
check the numbers in this parable to give an even 
clearer idea of the shrewdness of the dishonest steward. 
How much of a reduction is he actually giving them? 
 
The first debtor owes 100 measures of olive oil.  This 
“measure” was also called a “batos” or “bath,” and was 
equal to about 9 gallons today.  So when the steward 
changes the amount owed to 50 measures, he is saving 
the debtor about 450 gallons of olive oil!  
 
The second debtor owes 100 kors of wheat.  A “kor” 
today is about 6.25 bushels of wheat.  One bushel is 
about 60 pounds of wheat.  So this debtor owed the 
master 625 bushels, or 37,500 pounds of wheat!  The 
steward knocked that down to 80 kors, so he saved the 
debtor about 7,500 pounds of wheat.  
 
These discounts are very large even today, and were a 
small fortune in biblical times. They 
would have been worth well over the 
annual income of an ordinary family. 
 
In the joy of Christ, 
Fr. Banka  

Help us complete our beautiful brick walkway in front of 
St. Patrick’s Church, by purchasing a customized brick! 
 
Two sizes available:  4” x 8” $50     OR     8” x 8” $100 
You may pick up a form in the Office which you need to 
fill out in order to purchase your brick.  Thank you! 

A NEW Session of FORMED begins!  
 
 
 

Saints of the Catholic Reformation 
St. Patrick’s Parish Hall – Room 1 

Six sessions starting 

Monday evening, September 19 at 6:00 pm 
Or  

(Already started) Wednesday mornings at 9:00 am  
Please Join Us! 

For more information, email:  
At One With the Spirit 

atonewiththespirit@stpatssonora.org 
Light refreshments will be served. 



 

 

 

MEET YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 

 
My husband John and I moved 
to Sonora in October 1989 
after several Air Force 
assignments, including in 
England.  We both became 
lectors in 1990 and continue 
with this mission. I would like 
to see our parish become 
more overtly welcoming and 
try to bring back fallen-away 
Catholics.  Too many people 
slip away from the Church and 
I hear "Mass is boring."  We 

need to teach or remind everyone that Christ is present 
in the Eucharist--this is why we attend Church. You, our 
parishioners, can help St. Patrick's become a more 
dynamic body.  Please reach out to me with your 
thoughts.  Let's really become a welcoming family! 
 
Mi esposo John y yo nos mudamos a Sonora en octubre 
de 1989 después de varias asignaciones de la Fuerza 
Aérea incluso en Inglaterra. Ambos nos convertimos en 
lectores en 1990 y continuamos en este ministerio. Me 
gustaría ver que nuestra parroquia se vuelva más 
acogedora y tratar de traer de vuelta a los católicos 
apartados. Demasiadas personas abandonan la iglesia. 
Escucho comentarios como que "la misa es aburrida." 
Debemos enseñar o recordar a todos que Cristo está 
presente en la eucaristía y eso es porque nosotros 
asistimos a misa. Ustedes los feligreses pueden ayudar a 
la parroquia a ser más dinámica. Por favor denme sus 
pensamientos. Convirtámonos verdaderamente en una 
familia acogedora. 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 
Roger Clark 
David Costa 

Gerardo Diaz 
Sue Froseth 

Manuel Gamboa 
A. J. Holmes 

Ski Kalischewski  
Don Kellogg 
Bill Kiesling 
Jim Napier 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

Make a choice. God or money. This is 
what Jesus asks us to do in today’s 
Gospel. The Pharisees and scribes, and 
many people, want it both ways. God 
and wealth. But Jesus knows that “no 

servant can serve two masters.” It is not that wealth is 
inherently bad, but the pursuit of it to the exclusion of 
what is good and righteous is. Our faith is meant to 
guide and shape the way we live. If we are followers of 
Jesus Christ, we will treat others, especially the poor 
and vulnerable, fairly and justly. We will live with 
devotion to God and let our lives speak the truth of 
God’s love for all. We will put God and God’s ways first, 
assured that when we do, everything will fall into place.   

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 

Funerals 

Ken Mayhan 
   A Funeral Mass will be celebrated at 11:00 am  

on Saturday, September 24  
at St. Patrick’s, Sonora  

 

Kathy Lyons 
A Funeral Mass will be celebrated at 11:00 am  

on Tuesday, September 27  

at St. Patrick’s, Sonora  

 

Laurel Utecht 
A Memorial Mass will be celebrated at 1:00 pm  

on Tuesday, September 27  
at St. Patrick’s, Sonora  

 
Carmella Peller 

A Memorial Mass will be celebrated at 11:00 am  
on Thursday, September 29  

at St. Patrick’s, Sonora  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word resumes 
this Sunday at the 11:00 am Mass, and 
will continue every Sunday. All children 
ages 4-9 are invited to join the fun!   



 

 

September 18, 2022                                         The Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time                             

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday September 19 ~ Sunday September 25 

Monday: Prv 3:27-34; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 8:16-18 
Tuesday: Prv 21:1-6, 10-13;  
 Ps 119:1, 27, 30, 34, 35, 44; Lk 8:19-21 
Wednesday: Eph 4:1-7, 11-13; Ps 19:2-5; Mt 9:9-13 
Thursday: Eccl 1:2-11; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17bc;  
 Lk 9:7-9 
Friday: Eccl 3:1-11; Ps 144:1b, 2abc, 3-4;  
 Lk 9:18-22 
Saturday: Eccl 11:9 — 12:8; Ps 90:3-6, 12-14, 17;  
 Lk 9:43b-45 
Sunday: Am 6:1a, 4-7; Ps 146:7-10; 1 Tm 6:11-16;  
 Lk 16:19-31 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday September 18 ~ Saturday September 24 
Sunday: Twenty-fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
 Catechetical Sunday 
Monday: St. Januarius 
Tuesday: Ss. Andrew Kim Tae-gŏn and Paul Chŏng  
 Ha-sang and Companions 
Wednesday: St. Matthew 
Thursday: Autumn begins 
Friday: St. Pius of Pietrelcina (Padre Pio) 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday September 17 ~ Sunday September 25 
Saturday 
           OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday           7:30 am Ed Phillips  
  Fred Rodriguez                          
 9:00 am  HRM Queen Elizabeth II  
  Deceased members of the YLI                   
                        11:00 am Tomas & Rosalinda Moitoso                          
  HRM Queen Elizabeth II  
 1:00 pm  Antonio Diaz  
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Josefina Balbuena   
   (Happy Birthday!) 
Wednesday   8:00 am Carlos and Marcos Balbuena  
Thursday        8:00 am  Lizbeth Gutierrez  
Friday    8:00 am    No Intentions 
Saturday           
            OLMC 4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Clay Sweeney   
  Nuncy Patania   
 9:00 am Carmella Peller  
                       11:00 am  No Intentions 
 1:00 pm Carlos and Marcos Balbuena  

   
 
 
Friday, October 7 ~ First Friday, Mass 8:00 am,  
 Adoration 8:30 am —3:30 pm, St. Patrick’s 
Monday, October 10 ~ Columbus Day 
 Parish Office Closed 
Saturday-Sunday, October 22-23 ~  
      Confirmation NET Retreat, Parish Hall 
Tuesday, November 1 ~ All Saints Day 
Wednesday, November 2 ~ All Souls Day 
Friday, November 4 ~ First Friday, Mass 8:00 am,  
 Adoration 8:30 am —3:30 pm, St. Patrick’s 
Saturday, November 19 ~  
         St. Patrick’s Parish Christmas Fair 
Thursday, November 24 ~ Thanksgiving Day 
 Parish Office Closed 
Sunday, November 27 ~ First Sunday of Advent  and a 
 New Liturgical Year begins! 

Weekly 
Goal 

$ 10,000 

9-4-22      
Week 36 

September 
Totals          

To Date                                    

9-11-22 
Week 37 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $7,424 $12,586 $5,162 

OLMC $745 $1,905 $1,160 

E-giving $965 $2,930 $1,965 

Total  $9,134 $17,421 $8,287 

LAST YEAR $9,397 $16,907 $7,510 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $882 $1,272 $390 

OLMC $75 $170 $95 

Total $957 $1,442 $485 

Catholic University of America:  
St. Pat’s $505; OLMC $90 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings!  



 

 


