
 

 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
or by appt. 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
  8:00 am 
 Sunday 
  7:30 am 
  9:00 am                               
11:00 am 

                               1:00 pm 
Reconciliation: Wednesday 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, or by appt. 
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Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
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Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Steven Kristensen,  
                   Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

Contact Us 
Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  1-209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
1-209-532-7139  
Ext. 107 (Sonora) 
Ext. 111 (Big Oak Flat) 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments. Please call me at    
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 
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Jesus said, 

“I have come 
to set the 

earth on fire, 
and how I 

wish it were 
already 

blazing!” 
(Luke 12:49 ) 
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Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

I was sitting on a screened-in porch in Wisconsin during 
my yearly retreat. I was listening to the delicious, 
drenching sounds of a huge rain, splattering, slapping 
the earth. 
 
But why so huge? It surely must have been well 
intentioned, but then why so able to hurt? Without 
question such a storm would beat us down if we dared 
to go outside. If its violence was caused mainly by the 
need to bring water out of the skies and into the earth 
as fast as possible, did it have any intention of harming 
anything? 
 
I felt a twinge of fright, especially for St. Louis, where 
immense rain had been causing flooding. That night, the 
rain ignored my question. In fact, it redoubled its efforts. 
Its huge sound got more huge, like a swell of applause. 
Nice going, it was saying. 
 
I knew something was trying to give goodness for the 
hitherto tough earth. Comfort sighed deep within this 
tender, rough pounding. Huge branches bowed their 
heads to receive the cleansing and nourishment. 
 
Why so furious? If sweetly intended, then why so able to 
hurt? Is “tough love” what keeps our planet in bloom? 
How long will this poor planet last? 
 
Hopkins addressed God as 
Father and fondler of heart thou hast wrung: 
Hast thy dark descending and most art merciful then. 
(Manley Hopkins, “The Wreck of the Deutschland”) 
 
Jesus headed into such a “dark descending” in this 
Sunday’s Gospel. He was heading toward Jerusalem. He 
loved her and her people, and wanted to shower 
abundance upon them, in the same way that the rain 
desired that night. But he knew with increasing certainty 
that Jerusalem would place him—not merely down a 
cistern as the soldiers did Jeremiah, not just outside the 
gates and walls—but right straight into the jaws of 
death. It will be a baptism, he says, and he wants it. He 
shouts to his disciples that he has come to set the earth 
on fire, blazing like lightning! 
   
“How great is my anguish until it is accomplished,” he 
says. He is filled with the Spirit of God and he cannot 
wait to let it flow. 
 

But at the same time this Spirit knows that he must 
stand inside the horrible downpour. He must not run 
away. He will walk relentlessly into a storm that had by 
no means reached its peak. 
 
No wonder he was distraught. Love, rather than being 
just sweetness and light, consists also of the dark and 
pounding rain. The people of Jerusalem will say a 
vigorous NO to him. 
 
Now, think of the First Reading. There, Jeremiah was 
quite explicitly “stuck in the mud.” He had foretold 
events too truly and too many times. The princes threw 
him into an empty cistern with just enough mud into 
which he would sink. How could he prophesy from 
there? 
 
And how could Jesus speak God’s Word from a criminal’s 
cross? 
 
Down it rained, rained, that night. Suddenly I saw a 
single lamp across the lake, shining through it all. A 
porch-light of welcome! My soul found some relief. But 
as I concentrated, the lamp surrendered itself as just an 
old, white piece of leaf that had caught itself on my 
screen. Its light came from my lamp. So I played a game. 
I shifted my eyes up on the screen and it was a lantern. I 
looked down and it was only a remnant of leaf-life. Back, 
forth. Which was it really? 
 
Take comfort, since, of course, it was both. Christ makes 
a home of both. 

Fr. John Foley, SJ 

Copyright © 2022, John B. Foley, SJ All rights reserved. Permis-
sion is hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use.  



 

 

Monday 8/15 ~ Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
             MASS 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 8/16—Friday 8/19 ~ Daily Mass 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 8/17 ~ Adoration/Reconciliation 
                          6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 8/20 ~ Vigil Mass for 21st Sunday  
                                     in Ordinary Time  
                 4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Sunday 8/21 ~ 21st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11 am; 1:00 pm Spanish 
                        St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

August 14, 2022                                            The Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
Hail Holy Queen 

 
The Queen takes her place at Your right hand,  

in gold of Ophir.  (Psalm 45:10) 
 
On Monday, August 15, we celebrate the Assumption of 
the Blessed Virgin Mary.  This is a Holy Day of Obligation 
on the Church calendar, however, when the day falls on 
a Saturday or Monday (like it does this year), the 
obligation to attend Mass is abrogated.  If you’re not 
sure what that means, abrogated means to retract.  So, 
our obligation to attend Mass is retracted when this 
particular Holy Day of Obligation falls on either Saturday 
or Monday.  This is true for two other Holy Days of 
Obligation: The Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God 
(January 1), and the Feast of All Saints (November 1). 
 
However, just because you aren’t obligated to attend 
Mass, doesn't mean you shouldn't!  If you are able, 
please attend our 8:00 am service on Monday.  Usually a 
communion service, this Monday we will celebrate Mass 
and honor our Blessed Mother and her glorious 
Assumption into heaven.  
 
The Assumption of Mary is one of the four Marian 
Dogmas (infallible teachings) that Catholics believe. The 
others are her Immaculate Conception, her Divine 
Maternity, and her Perpetual Virginity.  
 
How blessed we are to have such a powerful intercessor 
in heaven!  Holy Mary, pray for us! 
 
 
In the joy of Christ, 
Fr. Banka  

Do you know someone who is looking 
for answers in life? Do friends ask you 
why you’re Catholic? Invite them to our 
Inquiry classes! 
 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
will start on Tuesday, August 16. We 
meet at St. Patrick’s Parish Hall in 
Room 1 at 6:30 pm every Tuesday 
evening. RCIA is an opportunity for 
those interested in joining the Catholic 

Church to learn about our faith. If you have never been 
baptized, or are baptized but not confirmed into the 
Catholic Church, this class will help you work through 
the process. Please contact the church office if you are 
interested: 209-532-7139. 

Do you have a  

for God? 

 
Do you have a  
for kids? 

 
Do you have a  
for teens? 

 

Join us this year as a teacher or assistant in our 
Faith Formation Program! 

WE NEED YOU! 
 
Contact Kathy Casas 209-770-5987  
or the Parish Office 209-532-7139 

A volunteer with a truck is needed to haul two very 
large, big screen TVs to the dump, or you can keep 
them if you want!  We need the space in the classrooms 
for RCIA and Religious Ed.  Please call the Parish Office. 

OUR LADY OF MOUNT CARMEL ~ Art and Environment 
For this August, the Art and Environment ministry at 
OLMC is encouraging everyone to bring in a bouquet of 
your own discovered flowers and plants.  Bring it to 
Mass and share its loveliness and then take it home to 
enjoy for the rest of the week, or donate it.   Finding the 
beauty that surrounds us and  sharing it is a most lovely 
gift. I can't seem to go grocery shopping without 
wandering among the foliage.   May your week be filled 
with blessings!   Ellen  



 

 

The Pastoral Council serves as an 
advisory council for the Pastor, 
providing thoughtful advice to 
the Pastor on all the practical 
matters of parish life. Council 
members welcome your input, and they will bring your 
thoughts forward to the larger Council and Pastor for 
consideration. All members of the Council are available 
to hear parishioner thoughts, concerns and needs, as 
well as to help in communicating the Pastor’s plans to 
the parish at large. Your input is always welcome! 
Comments, suggestions, and ideas may be left in the 
Pastoral Council mailbox in the office, or you can send 
an email to pastoral@stpatssonora.org. 
 
El Consejo Pastoral sirve como un consejo asesor para el 
Pastor, para dar consejos reflexivos sobre todos los 
asuntos prácticos de la vida parroquial. Los miembros 
del concilio agradecen el consejo de ustedes, y traerán a 
consideración sus ideas al Consejo y al Pastor. Cada 
miembro del Consejo está disponible para escuchar sus 
ideas, inquietudes y necesidades, también para ayudar 
en comunicar los planes del Pastor a la parroquia. Sus 
ideas siempre son bienvenidas. Sus comentarios, 
sugerencias e ideas pueden dejarse en el buzón de la 
oficina o pueden mandar un email a 
pastoral@stpatssonora.org.  
 
 

MEET YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL 
BILL (RUDY) RUIZ 
Bill (Rudy) has been on the 
Pastoral Council for several 
years.  He brings with him 
much institutional knowledge 
as he has been a member of 
the Diocesan Council and 
actively worked on the 
development of the Diocese of 
Stockton’s Synod Decrees.  He 
and his wife Cathi are active in 
the community and spend 

much time with their loving family. 
 
Rudy ha sido miembro del consejo pastoral durante 
varios años. Tiene mucho conocimiento institucional 
porque ha sido miembro del Consejo Diocesano y 
trabajaba mucho en el desarrollo de los decretos 
sinodales de la diócesis de Stockton. Él y su esposa Cathi 
son muy activos en la comunidad. También pasan 
mucho tiempo con su amada familia. 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Roger Clark 
David Costa 

Gerardo Diaz 
Sue Froseth 

Manuel Gamboa 
Martha Golay 
A. J. Holmes 

Don Kellogg 
Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 
Jim Napier 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

  
Monday, August 15 ~ The Solemnity of the Assumption    
                         of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mass 8:00 am 
Thursday, August 25 ~ First meeting for planning the 
St. Patrick’s Christmas Fair, Parish Hall, 5:30 pm, potluck 
Friday, September 2 ~ First Friday, Mass 8:00 am 
                         Adoration 8:30 - 3:30, St. Patrick’s Church 
Monday, September 5 ~ Labor Day, Parish Office closed 

At One With the Spirit ~ Adult Faith Formation  
New classes in July-August using Formed programming! 

Monday night group will start August 8th! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jesus and the Dead Sea Scrolls 
Wednesday sessions have already started: 

St. Patrick’s Parish Hall ~ Room 1 
Wednesday mornings 9:00—10:30 am 

 
Monday sessions will begin August 8th 

These sessions will be led by Steve Golay! 
 St. Patrick’s Parish Hall ~ Room 1 
Monday evenings 6:30—8:00 pm 

 
For more information, email: 

atonewiththespirit@stpatssonora.org 



 

 

August 14, 2022                                             The Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time                               

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday August 15 ~ Sunday August 21 

Monday: Vigil: 1 Chr 15:3-4, 15-16; 16:1-2;  
 Ps 132:6-7, 9-10, 13-14; 1 Cor 15:54b-57;  
 Lk 11:27-28 Day: Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a, 10ab; 
 Ps 45:10-12, 16; 1 Cor 15:20-27; Lk 1:39-56 
Tuesday: Ez 28:1-10; Dt 32:26-28, 30, 35cd-36ab;  
 Mt 19:23-30 
Wednesday: Ez 34:1-11; Ps 23:1-6; Mt 20:1-16 
Thursday: Ez 36:23-28; Ps 51:12-15, 18-19;  
 Mt 22:1-14 
Friday: Ez 37:1-14; Ps 107:2-9; Mt 22:34-40 
Saturday: Ez 43:1-7ab; Ps 85:9ab, 10-14; Mt 23:1-12 
Sunday: Is 66:18-21; Ps 117:1, 2; Heb 12:5-7, 11-13;  
 Lk 13:22-30 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday August 14 ~ Saturday August 20 
Sunday: Twentieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin 
 Mary 
Tuesday: St. Stephen of Hungary 
Friday: St. John Eudes 
Saturday: St. Bernard 

Saturday August 13 ~ Sunday August 21 
Saturday 
           OLMC  4:00 pm Warren Belisle  
Sunday           7:30 am Ed Phillips  
  Clay Sweeney  
                        9:00 am     Tete Arellano  
  Joe Alomia                   
                      11:00 am Sonny Burrows (Healing) 
  Tony and Ernie Cadina  
                         1:00 pm  Apolina Diaz   
Monday          8:00 am    (Mass) No Intentions 
Tuesday          8:00 am Charlotte Dunne  
Wednesday   8:00 am Leandra Meza   
Thursday        8:00 am   No Intentions 
Friday    8:00 am    No Intentions 
Saturday           
            OLMC 4:00 pm  Warren Belisle  
Sunday 7:30 am Ed Phillips   
 9:00 am Lizbeth Gutierrez  
  Deceased members of the YLI                         
                        11:00 am Carlos and Marcos Balbuena  
  Jack McCoy  
  Ken Francek   
 1:00 pm  No Intentions 

Ordinary Time 

Weekly 
Goal 

$ 10,000 

8-7-22      
Week 32 

 August 
Totals          

To Date                            

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $5,240  $5,240 

OLMC $1,145  $1,145 

E-giving $2,115  $2,115 

Total  $8,500  $8,500 

LAST YEAR $7,605  $7,605 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $779  $779 

OLMC $110  $110 

Total $889  $889 

Parish Services: St. Pat’s $539; OLMC $101 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings!  

Friday night basketball at the Diocese of Stockton:  
Seminarians vs. Priests! The Seminarians won, 32 to 31. 

The Assumption of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary  

Please join us as we celebrate 
Mass at 8:00 am 

Monday August 15 
St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 



 

 


