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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.”
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you! Our hope is all who come to
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ. By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel. If you would like more information about
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org. If you
are new to the area, please request a new member packet. I would like
to meet all of you! I am available for appointments. Please call me at
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.
In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish

T

wo men unroll parchment scrolls and each reads
his to the people. Their proclamations signal the
beginning of a vast new era. One man is Ezra the
scribe, and the other is Jesus of Nazareth. Four centuries
separate their readings.
We find Ezra in the First Reading. He is in Jerusalem after
the return of the Jewish exiles from captivity in Babylon.
What is the “captivity in Babylon,” you ask? Perhaps it
will help to have more of that story.

Ancient Israel was captured by the Babylonian empire
586 years before Christ. They took Jerusalem itself. They
demolished the great temple built by Solomon centuries
before and deported all productive citizens to Babylon,
leaving peasants to run the holy city, if they could.
After fifty years or so of their captivity, Cyrus the Great,
king of Persia (now Iran), came into possession of
Babylon and he let the captives go. Many had switched
their faith by this time in favor of foreign gods and
customs, but the remainder, perhaps 5000, made ready
to return home. By this time a lot of them had never
even seen Jerusalem.
There were great caravans. Ezra—priest, scribe and
teacher—led one of them on the four-month journey
across the desert.

Their new era had begun!
Four centuries later we find Jesus of Nazareth making a
similar return. He is going back to Galilee, the region
where he grew up (Gospel). He has been baptized and
has spent time in the desert. His trip is now “in the
power of the Spirit,” Luke says, and it takes him to his
home town of Nazareth. Like Ezra, he takes up a scroll,
this one containing the book of Isaiah—much of which,
coincidentally, had been written during the Jewish exile.

He reads the passage, which says that the Spirit of the
Lord has sent him to “bring glad tidings to the poor, ... to
let the oppressed go free,” to proclaim a time of favor
from the Lord (Is 61:1-2). This is what Ezra had done in
the First Reading, but Jesus' mission is much, much
more.
A far greater new era has begun.
He sits down now, at the same level as the people. He
says almost casually, “Today this scripture passage is
fulfilled in your hearing.”
His mission is to rebuild their hearts, not just their city, to
return them to God, who is their real home. Would they
accept this startling new epoch?
Will we?

They arrived to find Jerusalem a ruined city with
widespread moral decay.
Reconstruction of an urban center is immensely difficult,
as we know from our own day. Ezra worked long and
hard to bring back the ecclesiastical and civil fiber of
Jerusalem and the nation.
At last a new temple was finished in 516 BC, and the
ruined city walls were rebuilt.
At this point Ezra stood up on a high wooden platform
built for the occasion so he could be heard and seen, and
he “read plainly” from the scroll that held “the book of
the law.” He started reading at daybreak and continued
until midday!
Not only did they have their city again, but also they now
had heard the Word of God again. And finally there was
again a temple where they could worship.

Stay tuned for more next Sunday!
Fr. John Foley, SJ
© 2021 John B. Foley. All rights reserved. Permission is
hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use.
Fr. Foley is a composer and scholar at St. Louis University.

Let our Adoration never cease!

Adoration and Reconciliation
Every Wednesday, 6:00 - 7:00 pm
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church
“The Church and the world have a great need for
Eucharistic worship. Jesus awaits us in this sacrament of
love. Let us not refuse the time to go to meet him in
adoration, in contemplation full of faith and open to
making amends for the serious offenses and crimes of
the world. Let our adoration never cease.” (CCC #289)
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Monday 1/24 & Wed 1/26 ~ Communion Service
8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora
Tuesday 1/25, Thurs - Friday 1/27-1/28 ~ Daily Mass
8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora
Wednesday 1/26 ~ Adoration and Reconciliation
6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Sonora
Saturday 1/29 ~ Vigil Mass for Fourth Sunday
In Ordinary Time
4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat

Sunday 1/30 ~ Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Masses at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, 1:00 pm (Spanish)
St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora
Knights of Columbus will pray the Rosary before
the 7:30 and 11:00 am Masses
The Church in Latin America
Second collection ~ January 22-23
Your donation will help strengthen
families, fund Catholic education,
and foster priestly and religious
vocations in Latin America.
For over 50 years, Catholics in the
United States have expressed
solidarity with the Church from Mexico to the
Caribbean to the southern tip of South America.
¡Comparte su fe!
Share your faith!

The Third Sunday in Ordinary time

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts
A Most Human Saint and Doctor
This Friday, we celebrate the feast day of St. Thomas
Aquinas, a doctor of the Church. As a philosopher and
theologian, he is considered one of the most brilliant
minds in the history of the Church, and possessed a keen
intelligence few have matched.
Intimidated yet? The truth is, St. Thomas Aquinas was
also humble, kind, and very human! Here are a few facts
about this extraordinary man you may not know:
He was born into an exceedingly wealthy family and
grew up in a castle. Nevertheless, he ran away from
home to become a Dominican. His family objected to
this, not because Thomas pursued a religious life, but
because the Dominicans were itinerant preachers who
often had to beg for their living. His rich family
considered this way of life beneath him. The family sent
soldiers to capture Thomas and bring him home, where
he spent over a year in captivity while his family tried to
change his mind. They did not succeed!
Physically he was a big man, a gentle giant. He was quiet
and didn’t talk much, spending most of his time in
thought. His writings, which we are so blessed to be able
to still read today, were dictated to scribes. He would
actually dictate to two or three scribes at a time because
he could think much faster than they could write. And
we should be thankful to those scribes because Thomas
himself had terrible handwriting! “Littera inintelligibilis”
as his peers described it in Latin!
When he was in disagreement with one of his brother
Dominicans, he would not criticize them. He would only
criticize ideas, never people. A good lesson for us all.
In the joy of Christ,
Fr. Banka

Thank you to all of the donors who
participated and supported YLGI in our
1st Annual Advent Tree Lighting! The
tree turned out beautifully, and your
generosity is so much appreciated.
The blessed ornaments are available for pick-up in the
Parish Hall after all Masses on Sunday, January 16th and
January 23rd.

"To one who has faith, no
explanation is necessary. To
one without faith, no
explanation is possible."

St. Thomas Aquinas

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish,
and their family members.
Barbara Balestrieri
Warren Belisle
Leon Casas
Roger Clark
Marjorie Clennon
David Costa
Ernie Cuzzocreo
Jose Luis Diaz
Manuel Gamboa
A. J. Holmes

Kary Hubbard
Bill Kiesling
Jerry Lynn
Jeff Lukomski
Gloria Patania
Frank Perry
Juan Pulido
Connie Scott
George Segarini
Clay Sweeney

To add or remove a name from this list,
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139.

St. Patrick’s Music Ministry
provides beauty, joy, comfort,
inspiration, and prayer for our
communal liturgies and parish
celebrations. This is possible due
to the generous sharing of time
and talent of our diverse and
committed members. We rehearse
Tuesday afternoons from 4:00 5:00 pm, and joyfully sing at Mass on Sundays. If you
can carry a tune or play a musical instrument, and
want to learn more about music and its liturgical
connection, come join us!
Please call the Music Office for more information:
209-532-7139, ext. 109

St. Patrick’s
Catholic Church
is pleased to announce
Our new Parish Library is open!
Hours
Sunday mornings after Mass
8:30 - 9:00
10:00 - 10:30
12:00 - 1:00
Wednesday mornings
10:00 - 12:00
Library catalog can be viewed online:
www.librarything.com/catalog/StPatsSonora

St. Patrick’s Altar and Rosary
Society will meet:
Tuesday, February 1
10:00 am, Parish Hall
Downstairs in Room 1
Coffee and light pastries will be
served. All ladies of the Parish are invited to attend, and
please bring a friend! We would love to have you join us.
Please call president Marge Nath with any questions:
209-532-2229

St. Patrick’s Parishioners: If you wish to go into
the Church, have some quiet time with the Lord
and pray during the day, please go to the Parish
Office Mon-Thurs during regular office hours,
and get the key. You can also pray in our
beautiful Mary’s Garden anytime!

In 2019, on the liturgical memorial of St. Jerome, Pope
Francis announced that the Third Sunday
in Ordinary Time would be celebrated as
the Sunday of the Word of God. This year
it will fall on Sunday, January 23. Spend
some time this week with scripture!
Spiritual Direction Training Course begins January 30
Classes will be held at the
Seeds of Life Spirituality Center in Tracy
It will be an opportunity to:
Experience different ways to pray
Feel the Love of God throughout your
spiritual journey
Learn how to discern God's voice
Discover how to grow spiritually
Pursue the art of guiding others
Please join us for a 3-Year formation program in Spiritual
Direction. The program is bilingual.
Program begins: Sunday, January 30, 2022
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Location: Verbum Dei Seeds of Life Spirituality Center
31448 Highway 33, Tracy, CA. 95304
For more information:
Contact Wilma Silva (209) 541-7996 or
Pilar Fandos (916) 274-1499
or email: info.icssd@gmail.com
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The Third Sunday in Ordinary time

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday January 24 ~ Sunday January 30

Saturday January 22 ~ Sunday January 30

Monday:

2 Sm 5:1-7, 10; Ps 89:20-22, 25-26;
Mk 3:22-30
Tuesday:
Acts 22:3-16 or 9:1-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2;
Mk 16:15-18
Wednesday: 2 Tm 1:1-18 or Ti 1:1-5; Ps 89:4-5, 27-30;
Mk 4:1-20
Thursday:
2 Sm 7:18-19, 24-29; Ps 132:1-5, 11-14;
Mk 4:21-25
Friday:
2 Sm 11:1-4a, 5-10a, 13-17;
Ps 51:3-7, 10-11; Mk 4:26-34
Saturday:
2 Sm 12:1-7a, 10-17; Ps 51:12-17;
Mk 4:35-41
Sunday:
Jer 1:4-5, 17-19; Ps 71:1-6, 15, 17;
1 Cor 12:31 — 13:13 [13:4-13]; Lk 4:21-30

Saturday
OLMC 4:00 pm
No Intentions
Sunday
7:30 am Patricia Phillips 
Margene Brignetti 
9:00 am Lizbeth Gutierrez 
Antoinette Phalen 
11:00 am Scott Kahl (Happy Birthday!)
1:00 pm Elena Gomez 
Lupe Diaz 
Monday
8:00 am Communion Service
Tuesday
8:00 am
No Intentions
Wednesday 8:00 am Communion Service
Thursday
8:00 am
No Intentions
Friday
8:00 am Joseph Perez 
Saturday
OLMC 4:00 pm
No Intentions
Sunday
7:30 am Joseph Perez 
9:00 am Merlynne Verceles
(Happy Birthday!)
11:00 am
No Intentions
1:00 pm Raul Gamboa 
Maria de la Luz 
Francisco Carrera 

Please pray for Fr. Banka
as he travels to India,
and for his safe return to
us on February 5.
St. Christopher, patron
saint of travelers, protect
Fr. Banka and all who are
on a journey. Keep them
healthy, strong, and free from harm.
And please bring all travelers back home
again. Amen.

Please note ~ Week 3 Offertory




* OLMC offertory amounts were
not available at time of publication,
and will be added next week.
** These Totals will be revised next
week, when the OLMC offertory
amounts are added in.

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday January 16 ~ Saturday January 22
Sunday:

Third Sunday in Ordinary Time;
Sunday of the Word of God
Monday:
St. Francis de Sales
Tuesday:
The Conversion of St. Paul the Apostle;
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity ends
Wednesday: Ss. Timothy and Titus
Thursday:
St. Angela Merici
Friday:
St. Thomas Aquinas
Saturday:
Blessed Virgin Mary

Weekly Goal
$ 10,000

1-2-22
Week 1

1-9-22
Week 2

1-16-22
Week 3

January
Totals
To Date

General Offerings
St. Pat’s

$7,874

$5,513

$3,718

$17,105

$315

$1,982

N/A*

$2,297**

E-giving

$2,462

$1,162

$737

$4,361

Total

$10,651

$8,657

$4,455**

$23,763**

LAST YEAR

$5,297

$8,979

$9,203

$23,479

OLMC

Maintenance Offering
St. Pat’s

$410

$100

$13

$523

OLMC

$15

$130

N/A*

$145**

Total

$425

$230

$13**

$668**

Additional Christmas and Solemnity of Mary: $163
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings!

