
 

 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
or by appt. 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
  8:00 am 
 Sunday 
  7:30 am 
  9:00 am                               
11:00 am 

                               1:00 pm 
Reconciliation: Wednesday 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, or by appt. 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
   Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Steven Kristensen,  
                   Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

Contact Us 
Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  1-209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
1-209-532-7139  
Ext. 107 (Sonora) 
Ext. 111 (Big Oak Flat) 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments. Please call me at    
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 
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Jesus said, 

“I tell you, there 
will be more joy 
in heaven over 
one sinner who 

repents than 
over ninety-

nine righteous 
people who 

have no need of 
repentance.” 
(Luke 15:7 ) 

24th  



 

 

In the First Reading, the Israelites, who have just been 
freed from slavery in Egypt by spectacular miracles that 
God did for them, those same Israelites have made 
molten metal into the statue of a calf and declared that 
the calf is their God who brought them out of Egypt. 
 
God is very angry at the people in consequence. This 
people is hopeless, God says to Moses; I ought to destroy 
them and make a new Israelite people out of you, Moses. 
But God means to be merciful to the Israelites, and he is 
inviting Moses to be merciful by first showing Moses the 
evil of the people. If you don’t see the evil in what others 
are doing, you aren’t merciful. You are just morally blind. 
 
In response to God’s anger at the Israelites, Moses is 
merciful; and he wants God to be merciful too. And so 
the reply of Moses to God’s anger teaches us something 
about mercy. 
 
Moses does not try to see what the Israelites are doing as 
not so bad, as somehow acceptable or excusable. If he 
did, then Moses really would be morally blind. But he 
doesn’t. Rather, Moses entreats God to be merciful by 
reminding God of the past history of the Israelites. Don’t 
you remember Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, Moses asks 
God? They were your servants and so pleasing to you! 
For the sake of what the Israelite people were in the 
past, have mercy on them now! 
 
The Second Reading is about mercy too. Paul explains 
that he once was a persecutor of God’s people. He 

doesn’t gloss over his own evil or make himself morally 
blind, any more than Moses did. But Paul says that he 
obtained mercy from God anyway, because God could 
see the man that Paul could become. For the sake of the 
man Paul could be in the future, God had mercy on him. 
 
Here is one lesson of the readings then. You must not be 
morally blind. When you look at the conduct of a family 
member, or a friend, or a co-worker, if that person is 
being sinful, then you need to see clearly that they are.  
 
But what you see when they are evil is not all there is to 
them. There is what they were in the past, the small child 
their mother loved, for example. They weren’t always the 
sinner they are now. And then there is what they could 
become. Maybe like Paul, who once was the chief of 
sinners, your sinning friend could become glorious in the 
service of the Lord in the future. 
 

So, see clearly the evil in your neighbor now, 
but remember that what you see is not all there 
is to them. Like the Lord in the readings, have 
mercy on them, for the sake of all the rest of 
them, the person that they once were and the 
person that they can still be. 

 
Eleonore Stump 

JOIN US!  

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Copyright © 2022, Eleonore Stump, Professor of Philosophy, 
St. Louis University. All rights reserved. Permission is hereby 
granted to reproduce for personal or parish use.  

POTLUCK!  

We wi l l  be having a potluck luncheon 
to celebrate Deacon Mike 's  Ordinat ion 
Anniversary (15  years! )  and to welcome 
newly orda ined Deacon Michael  T ippett 

on  
Sunday, Sept 11  

a f ter the 11:00  am Mass  
St .  Patr ick’s  Pari sh Hal l   

 
The church wi l l  be provid ing cake,  

so please no dessert s .  



 

 

Attn: Lectors, EMHC,  
Altar Servers, and Ushers: 

If there are any dates you know you 
are NOT available to minister during 
the 4th Quarter of 2022 (October, 

November, December), please let Sandra Betti know by 
Monday, Sept 12th.  Please call 1-209-532-7139, ext. 
109, or email your dates to sandra@stpatssonora.org, 
or leave a note in the Parish Office.  

Monday 9/12 ~ Communion Service 
                 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 9/13—Friday 9/16 ~ Daily Mass 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 9/14 ~ Adoration/Reconciliation 
                          6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 9/17 ~ Vigil Mass for 25th Sunday  
                                     in Ordinary Time  
                 4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
                Second Collection—Catholic Charities 

Sunday 9/18 ~ 25th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11 am; 1:00 pm Spanish 
                        St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 
                 Second Collection—Catholic Charities 

September11, 2022                                    The Twenty-Fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
Back to School! 

 
This is the time of year when children all across the 
country go back to school.  New clothes, new backpacks, 
new teachers, sometimes new schools!  They are excited 
on the first day, boarding the school bus or piling in the 
family car, happy to see their friends again.  Every new 
year is a little rite of passage for the child, as they 
progress to the next grade and the next level of learning. 
 
What was “school” like for Jesus?  The bible doesn’t tell 
us much about Jesus’ childhood, up until age 12 when 
Joseph and Mary find him in the temple! But we know 
that historically, Jewish boys were sent to school at the 
synagogue at age 5, and learned to read and write in 
Aramaic and Hebrew. They studied the bible and were 
taught by the Rabbi. By age 10, they were learning 
Jewish Law, Ethics, History, and also to read and write in 
Greek, which was the language of the Romans who 
ruled Israel at the time. Greek was necessary for any 
educated Jewish man who interacted with the Romans, 
especially if they were involved in commerce, politics, or 
diplomacy. 
 
Jesus no doubt excelled in all His studies, because by age 
12, as we hear in the Gospel of Luke, the teachers in the 
temple were amazed by Him!  
 
After three days they found him in the temple, sitting in 
the midst of the teachers, listening to them and asking 
them questions, and all who heard him 
were astounded at his understanding 
and his answers. (Luke 2:46-47) 
 
In the joy of Christ, 
Fr. Banka  

 Second Collection Next Week 

Catholic Charities Sunday 
September 17-18 

Please make checks out to:  
Catholic Charities 

Help us complete our beautiful brick walkway in front of 
St. Patrick’s Church, by purchasing a customized brick! 
 
Two sizes available:   4” x 8” $50,  8” x 8” $100 
You may pick up a form in the Office to purchase your 
brick.   
 
Thank you! 

A NEW Session of FORMED begins this week!  
 
 
 

Saints of the Catholic Reformation 
St. Patrick’s Parish Hall – Room 1 

Six sessions starting  
Wednesday morning Sept. 14 at 9:00 am  

Please Join Us! 
For more information email:  

At One With the Spirit 
atonewiththespirit@stpatssonora.org 

mailto:sandra@stpatssonora.org


 

 

 

MEET YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 
 

GINA MINNERS 
I was born and raised in San 
Francisco. My grandparents were 
from Mexico and Panama. I lived 
and worked in the Bay Area for 
many years before moving to 
Sonora. I worked for more than 
29 years at Stanford University 
as an executive administrator. I 
have one daughter and two 
grandchildren. Although I am a 
relative newcomer to Tuolumne 

County, Marty, my husband of six years, is a native of 
Sonora. I feel completely at home here. I have been a 
member of St. Patrick’s Parish for over 10 years. I 
currently serve as Chair on the pastoral council. I am 
also a lector at English and Spanish Masses; am a 
minister to the sick; and am a member of the Eucharistic 
Apostles of Divine Mercy. I pray that the Holy Spirit will 
gift me with the ability to serve my parish to the best of 
my ability. 
 
Nací y crecí en San Francisco. Mis abuelos eran de 
México y Panamá. Viví y trabajé en el área de la bahía 
antes de mudarme a Sonora. Trabajé por más de 29 
años en Stanford University como administradora 
ejecutiva. Tengo una hija y dos nietos. Aunque soy una 
recién llegada al condado de Tuolumne, mi esposo 
Marty (nos casamos hace 6 años) es nativo de Sonora. 
Me siento como en casa aquí. He sido miembro de la 
parroquia de San Patricio por más de 10 años. 
Actualmente sirvo como presidenta del consejo 
pastoral. También soy lectora de misas en inglés y en 
español; soy ministra de los enfermos; y miembro de los 
apóstoles eucarísticos de la divina misericordia. Oro 
para que el Espíritu Santo continúe dándome la 
capacidad de servir a mi parroquia en todo lo que esté a 
mi alcance y dando lo mejor de mí.  

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

INTO YOUR HANDS, O LORD,      

we commend the soul of  

Ken Mayhan 
   A Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated at 

11:00 am on Saturday, September 24  

at St. Patrick’s, Sonora  

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 
Roger Clark 
David Costa 

Gerardo Diaz 
Sue Froseth 

Manuel Gamboa 
A. J. Holmes 

Ski Kalischewski  
Don Kellogg 
Bill Kiesling 
Jim Napier 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

©2022 Xavier Jesuit University 

“9/11 led us into the depths of the mysteries of human 
suffering, death and resurrection. We discovered that 
we cannot obtain nor find all the answers to the 
atrocities we experienced. Yet with God’s grace, we 
also experienced the height of human sacrifice and the 
ability of our brothers and sisters to manifest heroic 
love.”  Msgr. Anthony Sherman, Brooklyn 
 
“I did not see the devil’s face at Ground Zero. I saw the 
face of God in the people working, caring, sweating, 
crying, rescuing, recovering and being very spiritual in 
their very humanness.”  Fr. Joseph Bayne, New York City 
 
“People came together in unity that day. We can all 
remember where we were on 9/11 because we were all 
together.”  Fr. Paul Wierich, New York City 
 
God of love, we place in your loving arms the thousands 
of innocent lives that were lost on that unforgettable 
morning of September 11, 2001. We also remember the 
courage of the countless men and women who put their 
lives at risk in order to rescue, alleviate and bring solace 
to the afflicted. Help us to continue to work for a world 
free from every form of hatred, violence and ignorance. 
May terrorism -- in all its forms -- disappear from the 
face of the earth. Amen. 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday September 12 ~ Sunday September 18 

Monday: 1 Cor 11:17-26, 33; Ps 40:7-10, 17;  
 Lk 7:1-10 
Tuesday: 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Ps 100:1-5;  
 Lk 7:11-17 
Wednesday: Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1bc-2, 34-38;  
 Phil 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17 
Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1-11; Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28;  
 Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35 
Friday: 1 Cor 15:12-20; Ps 17:1bcd, 6-8b, 15;  
 Lk 8:1-3 
Saturday: 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Ps 56:10c-14;  
 Lk 8:4-15 
Sunday: Am 8:4-7; Ps 113:1-2, 4-8; 1 Tm 2:1-8;  
 Lk 16:1-13 [10-13] 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday September 10 ~ Saturday September 17 
Sunday: Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
 Patriot Day; Grandparents’ Day 
Monday: The Most Holy Name of Mary 
Tuesday: St. John Chrysostom 
Wednesday: The Exaltation of the Holy Cross 
Thursday: Our Lady of Sorrows 
Friday: Ss. Cornelius and Cyprian 
Saturday: St. Robert Bellarmine;  
 St. Hildegard of Bingen;  
 Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday September 10 ~ Sunday September 18 
Saturday 
           OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday           7:30 am Ed Phillips  
  Clay Sweeney                          
 9:00 am  Isabel O’ Bannon 
  Deacon Michael & Jenny Tippett 
                             (Blessing)                  
                       11:00 am  No Intentions                         
 1:00 pm   No Intentions 
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am  No Intentions 
Wednesday   8:00 am Tomas & Rosalinda Moitoso  
Thursday        8:00 am  Margret & Gijsbert Spilt  
  Stan & Marcie Sowa  
Friday    8:00 am    No Intentions 
Saturday           
            OLMC 4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Fred Rodriguez   
  Ed Phillips  
 9:00 am Deceased members of the YLI  
                       11:00 am Tomas & Rosalinda Moitoso  
 1:00 pm Antonio Diaz  

   
Sunday, September 11 ~ Reception at St. Patrick’s for     
           newly ordained Deacon Michael Tippet, and to      
           celebrate Deacon Mike’s Ordination Anniversary 
           After the 11:00 am Mass, St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 
Wednesday, September 14 ~ New session of FORMED 
 begins, 9:00 am, St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 
Friday, October 7 ~ First Friday, Mass 8:00 am,  
 Adoration 8:30 am —3:30 pm, St. Patrick’s 
Monday, October 10 ~ Columbus Day 
 Parish Office Closed 
Saturday-Sunday, October 22-23 ~  
      Confirmation NET Retreat, Parish Hall 
Saturday, November 19 ~  
         St. Patrick’s Parish Christmas Fair 
Thursday, November 24 ~ Thanksgiving Day 
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Weekly 
Goal 

$ 10,000 

9-4-22      
Week 36 

September 
Totals          

To Date                                     

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $7,424 $7,424 

OLMC $745 $745 

E-giving $965 $965 

Total  $9,134 $9,134 

LAST YEAR $9,397 $9,397 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $882 $882 

OLMC $75 $75 

Total $957 $957 

Parish Services:  
St. Pat’s $513; OLMC $124 

Thank you for your continued and 
generous offerings!  



 

 


