
 

 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
or by appt. 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
  8:00 am 
 Sunday 
  7:30 am 
  9:00 am                               
11:00 am 
  1:00 pm 

Reconciliation: Wednesday 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, or by appt. 
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Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
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                   Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
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Nancy Roe,  
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Contact Us 
Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  1-209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
1-209-532-7139  
Ext. 107 (Sonora) 
Ext. 111 (Big Oak Flat) 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments. Please call me at    
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

Easter 

Sunday  

of the  

Resurrection  

of the  

Lord 

April 17, 

2022 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

© 2021 Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  

Fr. Ron Rolheiser 

Easter is mostly about waking up. It’s Easter when God 
and spring susurrate through the veins of nature giving 
frozen earth and frozen hearts a wake-up call. That call is 
ever needed. The human proclivity is towards sleep. 
Without outside revelation, the trumpet blast 
announcing resurrection, a divine force opening tombs, 
and God whispering new life inside of us, our 
preoccupations and obsessions invariably render us blind 
as bats—left to fly by radar. 

It’s a strange irony! We spend our lives searching for life 
in its rarity and we hardly notice Easter and spring. It’s 
Easter and we are heavy in spirit. Resurrection is all 
around and we are feeling old! Why? Why so blind to 
spring and resurrection? 

Classical spiritual writers have always affirmed a 
connection between morality and epistemology. That’s a 
sophisticated way of saying that how we live morally 
affects our eyesight, our perception of reality. Moral 
laxity, sin, and lack of faith cloud vision. That’s very true 
and our propensity to sleep through the resurrection, 
obviously, has something to do with our less than perfect 
faith and morals. However, I believe, in the end the 
problem is not so much our badness as our busyness, our 
sin as our obsessions.  

Let me try to explain this: I don’t think that we are a 
particularly bad people. We have moral faults and laxities 
which are peculiar to our generation, but, conversely, we 
also have moral strengths and virtues that past 
generations lacked. Moreover, God is used to revealing 
love and resurrection to a sinful people. Where God is 
perhaps less practiced is in revealing love and 
resurrection to such busy and preoccupied persons. 
Where we differ from past generations is more in the 
pace of our lives than in our moral inadequacies. We are 
pressured, preoccupied, hurried, hell-bent, and driven in 
a way that previous generations never were. We’ve no 
time for the examined life, for contemplation, to notice 
spring and resurrection. “The plant must run!” as Merton 
once put it. There is little time or energy left after that 
has been taken care of. 

Sadly, this is true even of our preaching of the gospel. 
We are so busy teaching the gospel, learning the gospel, 
running religious programs, administering sacraments, 
and making sure the religious plant runs that there is 
precious little, if any, time and energy left to actually live 

the gospel. We have to spend so much time talking about 
God that, at a point, there is no time to listen to God any 
more. To this we add restlessness and emotional 
obsessions. Here too we differ from past ages. We are 
more restless, more ill at ease, than they. People have 
always been restless and prone to obsessions, but our 
age militates against restfulness and literally invites 
obsessions. 

A myriad of factors—mass media, more leisure time, 
unbridled romance and sex, and philosophies of self-
fulfillment which point us towards a salvation within our 
world—have driven up our psychic temperatures and 
have made it very difficult for us to accept our own lives 
and spirits. This makes for lots of heartaches. As painful 
as are the headaches that come to us from the 
hurriedness and pressures of our work, they are a lesser 
evil. It’s our heartaches, the emotional obsessions that so 
unsettle our rest, which keep us so preoccupied, which 
blind us to God. 

They are the pain and the narcissism which makes us 
unaware of spring and resurrection and the whispering 
of God about newness and stones being rolled back. We 
don’t notice spring and resurrection because, outside of 
our heartaches and headaches, we hardly see anything at 
all. The earth is ablaze with the fire of God, with sights, 
sounds, smells, touches and tastes that are enough to 
make anyone want to take one’s shoes off. There’s 
resurrection a plenty! Mostly it goes unnoticed. We sleep 
the sleep of heartaches and headaches! 

It’s the time for spring and resurrection. I doubt there 
will be any resurrection trumpets loud enough to blast 
the narcissistic hell out of us. Mostly the resurrection is 
about whispering. God whispers a lot. There are all kinds 
of secrets to be heard. Easter is a good season for 
looking, listening, and living with a new awareness. 



 

 

Monday 4/18 ~ COMMUNION SERVICE 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 4/19 - Friday 4/22 ~ Daily Mass 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 4/20 ~ Adoration and Reconciliation 
                 6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora   

Saturday 4/23 ~ Confirmation Mass 
                 10:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 4/23 ~ Vigil Mass for Divine Mercy Sunday 
                 4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Sunday 4/24 ~ Divine Mercy Sunday 
    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11 am; 1:00 pm Spanish 
                 St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

April 17, 2022                                                                                                  Easter Sunday 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
Welcome Home! 

 
May the peace of Christ be with you on this blessed 
Easter Sunday! Your family of faith here at St. Patrick’s 
Parish welcomes you today, and the worldwide Catholic 
Church embraces you today, and every day! 
 
The Catholic Church has a long history (2000 years!) and 
the traditions and spirituality of our faith contain such 
beauty and profoundness that they are truly a great joy 
to rediscover. The accomplishments of the Church have 
had a huge impact on human history, and you are a part 
of that as well.  
 
The story of the Prodigal Son is a wonderful example for 
anyone who is feeling disconnected from God, and 
wants to come back to the Lord.  When the prodigal son 
at last returned to his father’s home, he was exhausted, 
starving, beaten, and had basically given up. When he 
returned, his father did not chastise or admonish him, 
did not tell him that he was no longer worthy to be his 
son, did not tell him to leave.  No, the father held out his 
arms, embraced his son, and wept for joy!   
 
Do you feel a tug at your heart, a little pull from within 
to return to the Church? That is your Heavenly Father 
patiently waiting for you. That is Jesus saying, “Behold, I 
stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears My voice 
and opens the door, I will enter his house.” (Rev 3:20)
That is the Holy Spirit whispering in your ear.  Listen, 
and respond! 
 
You will find a warm welcome here at St. Patrick’s 
Parish. We are all imperfect people, trying every day to 
be better and to fulfill God’s will for us. Here, your 
family of faith will help you along the way on your 
journey with Christ.  And as your Priest, I am here to 
guide you as your shepherd and hear your confession 
when you’re ready. Your first step is to start coming to 
Mass as regularly as you can.   Take just one step toward 
God, and He will take 10 steps toward you! 
 
“I will go peaceably and firmly to the Catholic Church: 
for if Faith is so important to our salvation, I will seek it 
where true Faith first began, seek it 
among those who received it from God 
Himself.” (St. Elizabeth Ann Seton)  
 
In the mercy of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

Why Do We Celebrate Divine Mercy Sunday? 
The message the Lord gave St. Faustina through a 
series of revelations in the 1930s was not entirely 
new. Through St. Faustina, the Lord reinforced 
and refocused His redemptive mission to proclaim 
His love and mercy for all of humanity, particularly 

for the greatest of sinners. What was implicit in the 
Scriptures has become explicit and specific in the Divine 
Mercy message as revealed to St. Faustina. 
     Jesus told St. Faustina to have an image painted 
reflecting the way He appeared to her with the 
signature “Jesus, I Trust in You.” This image has been 
shared around the world. A copy of this exists in our 
church. Jesus told St. Faustina that He wanted this 
image to be solemnly blessed on the first Sunday after 
Easter and that Sunday is to be the Feast of Divine 
Mercy. He said to her, “On that day the depths of my 
tender Mercy are open. The soul that will go to 
confession and Holy Communion shall obtain complete 
forgiveness of sins and punishment. Mankind will not 
enjoy peace until it turns to the fount of My Mercy.” He 
requested that a Novena be prayed for nine days 
beginning on Good Friday, and for the Chaplet of Divine 
mercy to be prayed.  
     Please join us with the Novena for nine days starting 
on Good Friday at 3:00 pm. On Sunday April 24, there 
will be video presentations in the classrooms in both 
English and Spanish at 1:00 pm, and at 2:30 pm in the 
church we will celebrate Divine Mercy with adoration 
and conclude with the recitation of the Chaplet of 
Divine Mercy at 3:00 pm, the Holy Hour. 
     Please bring family and friends for this blessed event! 

Fr. Banka 



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Warren Belisle 
Carole Cashen 

Roger Clark 
Faustina Coleman 

David Costa 
Jose Luis Diaz 

Manuel Gamboa 
Martha Golay 

A. J. Holmes 
Don Kellogg 
Bill Kiesling 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 

Edward Rubio 
Connie Scott 
Jackie Tucker 

Saturday, April 23 ~ Confirmation Mass, 10:00 am 
Sunday, April 24 ~ Divine Mercy Sunday 
Saturday, April 30 ~ 1st Holy Communion Mass, 11:00

Notes from the Music Ministry 
Alleluia! It’s the Season of Easter, and the 
choir will again be singing  “Alleluia!” before 
the Gospel Reading, and “Glory to God” as 
we begin Mass.  You will notice the music 

becomes very joyful during this season, as we sing of 
the Living Christ and His glorious victory over death.  
Our Mass setting will also change as we return to one of 
our favorites, the “Mass of Renewal” by Curtis Stephan. 
If you’re interested in joining the choir, please call the 
Parish Office, or talk to me after Mass!  

God Bless, Sandra 

“Synodality is the way of 

being the Church today according 
to the will of God, in a dynamic of 
discerning  and listening together 
to the voice of the Holy Spirit.” 

                           Pope Francis 
 

Bishop Cotta encourages all the faithful in the Diocese 
of Stockton to go online and participate.  

Please take the survey and express your opinion. 
It only takes a few minutes!  Go to:  

www.surveymonkey.com/r/Synod2023 

Spiritual Growth  
at St. Patrick’s Parish 
 

The weekly sessions of FORMED will continue!  
 
Our next series is called 
"Presence - the Mystery of the 
Eucharist."  We will explore the 
truth and beauty of Christ’s real 
presence in the Eucharist, from 

its origins in Sacred Scripture to its profound role in the 
life of the Church and her members. It is the crescendo 
of the entire story of salvation! 
 
Each session will be offered at two separate times in St. 
Patrick’s Parish Hall: Monday evenings at 6:00 pm and 
Wednesday mornings at 9:00 am (following Morning 
Mass and Rosary). Both Spanish and English will be 
shown at those times. Light refreshments will be served. 
 
The series will start on Monday, April 25th.  We 
will have workbooks available to purchase for $5.00 ea. 
 

All are welcome ~ Please join us!  

You have two opportunities to celebrate 
the Ordination Anniversary of Fr. Banka!  

Ordained April 20, 2005 
 

After the 8:00 am daily Mass on Wednesday, April 20, 
we will have coffee and muffins in the Parish Hall. 
 
After the 11:00 am Sunday Mass on April 24, we will 
have a potluck luncheon and cake in the Parish Hall. 
 
Please join us for one (or both!) of these celebrations. 

 
“The Lord has sworn and will not waver:  

You are a priest forever. . . “ (Psalm 110:4) 

Divine Mercy Sunday is April  24 
Schedule of Events 

 
1:00 pm ~ Video Presentation  
(Both Spanish and English) 
St. Patrick’s Parish Hall classrooms  
 
2: 30 pm ~ Adoration, St. Patrick’s Church 
 
3:00 pm ~ Chaplet of Divine Mercy,  
                    St. Patrick’s Church 



 

 

April 17, 2022                                                                                                   Easter Sunday                                                    

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday April 18 ~ Sunday April 24 

Monday: Acts 2:14, 22-33; Ps 16:1-2, 5, 7-11;  
 Mt 28:8-15 
Tuesday: Acts 2:36-41; Ps 33:4-5, 18-20, 22;  
 Jn 20:11-18 
Wednesday: Acts 3:1-10; Ps 105:1-4, 6-9; Lk 24:13-35 
Thursday: Acts 3:11-26; Ps 8:2, 5-9; Lk 24:35-48 
Friday: Acts 4:1-12; Ps 118:1-2, 4, 22-27;  
 Jn 21:1-14 
Saturday: Acts 4:13-21; Ps 118:1, 14-21; Mk 16:9-15 
Sunday: Acts 5:12-16; Ps 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24;  
 Rv 1:9-11a, 12-13, 17-19; Jn 20:19-31 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday April 17 ~ Saturday April 25 
Sunday: Easter Sunday of the  
 Resurrection of the Lord;  
 Julian Calendar Palm Sunday 
Monday: Monday within the Octave of Easter 
Tuesday: Tuesday within the Octave of Easter 
Wednesday: Wednesday within the Octave of Easter 
Thursday: Thursday within the Octave of Easter 
Friday: Friday within the Octave of Easter;  
 Julian Calendar Good Friday; Earth Day 
Saturday: Saturday within the Octave of Easter 

Saturday April 16 ~ Sunday April 24 
Saturday 
                         8:00 pm Easter Vigil 
Easter Sunday  
           OLMC   8:00 am  No Intentions 
           OLMC 10:00 am                  No Intentions        
 St. Patrick’s 10:00 am Calvin & Kathryn Gehring  
  Deceased members of the YLI   
    St. Anne’s 12:00 pm Bob Julian  
  Mary Jeanne Rogers  
 
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am C.S. King II (Healing) 
Wednesday   8:00 am Ed Dunne  
  Joyce Wick  
Thursday        8:00 am C.S. King II (Healing)      
Friday    8:00 am    Lizbeth Gutierrez  
  Tomas & Rosalinda Moitoso   
Saturday           
            OLMC 4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Clay Sweeney  
  Carole Slicton  
 9:00 am John Kollenda  
                       11:00 am Dee Colbertson  
  Mary Ann Paige  
                         1:00 pm Lupe Diaz    

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

4-3-22 
Week 14 

April Totals 
to date                            

4-10-22 
Week 15 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $6,184 $12,272 $6,088 

OLMC $1,794 $2,807 $1,013 

E-giving $2,110 $3,475 $1,365 

Total  $10,088 $18,554 $8,466 

LAST YEAR $23,160* $32,088 $8,928 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $752 $752 $ N/A 

OLMC $120 $145 $25 

Total $872 $897 $25 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 
* This was Easter offertory 2021 

Easter Changes Everything  
 
Having been raised from the dead, Jesus 
shatters the frightful images that haunt 
humanity. Betrayal, torture, crucifixion, 
death, burial—these terrors pale in the 

brilliant glory of Jesus resurrected. Today’s psalm guides 
our response to God’s power: “it is wonderful in our 
eyes.” Today is indeed a day for wonder, for gasping in 
astonishment at Jesus’ resurrection. For all of human 
history, death had been final. In the Acts of the Apostles, 
though, Peter testifies that Jesus, who was publicly 
executed, was raised to life by God. John’s Gospel 
admits that the disciples “did not yet understand the 
Scripture that he had to rise from the dead.” Even Jesus’ 
closest friends were not expecting this innovation: life 
after death. In response to the Easter miracle, Paul tells 
us to become “a fresh batch of dough.” Everything, even 
our very selves, must become new.  

Easter changes everything! 
 
Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. 



 

 


