
 

 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
or by appt. 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
8:00 am 
 Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 
1:00 pm 

Reconciliation: Wednesday 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, or by appt. 
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Melissa Knobloch,  
                   Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
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Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
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Nancy Roe,  
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Contact Us 
Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  1-209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
1-209-532-7139  
Ext. 107 (Sonora) 
Ext. 111 (Big Oak Flat) 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments. Please call me at    
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 
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Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

© 2021 Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  

Fr. Ron Rolheiser 

 
Few expressions summarize so 
succinctly what is asked of us as 
Christians as does the expression, “to 
live in the Spirit.”  
 

 
Too often, however, this phrase is used in a way that is 
too pious, too over-charged with charismatic fervor, or 
too theologically abstract to have much meaning for 
ordinary people. It may well summarize Christian life, but 
it can also be little more than a very vague platitude. 
What does it mean “to live in the Spirit?” 
 
St. Paul, in attempting to specify this, is anything but 
piously deluded or theologically abstract. Rather he 
speaks with a clarity that leaves almost no room for 
vagueness or false sentiment. He begins by a certain Via 
Negativa, telling us that, if in our lives there is “lewd 
conduct, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, 
hostilities, bickering, jealousy, outbursts of rage, selfish 
rivalries, dissensions, factionalism, envy, drunkenness, 
orgies, and the like,” then we are not living in the spirit, 
pure and simple. Conversely, we are living in the spirit 
when, in our lives, there is “charity, joy, peace, patience, 
endurance, kindness, generosity, faith, mildness, and 
chastity.” (Galatians 5:19-22) 
 
This is a valuable insight because, if we take Paul’s words 
seriously, we can never delude ourselves into identifying 
true life in the Spirit with what it is so often confused 
with, namely, false piety and (in pious circles) over-
privatized sentiment and confrontation out of hurt, 
paranoia, and narrow loyalties (in both liberal and 
conservative circles). When the fruits of the Spirit are 
absent, regardless of how spiritually confident and self-
righteous we might feel or how right our cause might 
seem, then the Spirit too is absent. 
 
We must be clear about this. 
 
The Spirit is present only when charity, joy, peace, 
patience, endurance, kindness, generosity, faith, 
mildness, and chastity are deeply in our lives—and 
permeate the air around us. 
 
The Holy Spirit, as classically defined in theology, is “the 
love between the God and Christ, the Father and the 
Son.” It is in meditating on this concept that we come to 
some understanding of what it means to live in the Spirit. 

Let me try to elaborate on this by using the image of 
romantic love in its peak fervor. 
 
Imagine a man and a woman who are deeply, 
passionately, and completely in love. What will 
characterize their relationship? Constant giving and 
receiving, resulting in an ever deeper relationship and an 
ever intensifying gratitude—which will leave them both, 
daily, feeling ever more mellow, joyful, peaceful, mild, 
patient, chaste, and wanting to reach out and share with 
others what is so quickening in their own lives. 
Moreover, their love for each other will create, around 
them, an ambience, a climate, an atmosphere, of charity, 
joy, peace, patience, mildness, and chastity. The 
movement of giving-and-receiving-in-gratitude between 
them will create a warm hearth where others will 
spontaneously come to seek warmth in a world which 
offers too little peace, patience, joy, and the like. 
 
Such a relationship can be a modest indicator for what 
happens in the Trinity, of how the Father and the Son 
generate the Spirit, and what results from this 
generation. The Father constantly creates and gives life. 
The Son receives life from the Father and gives it back in 
gratitude. This then makes it possible for the Father to 
give even more to the Son (as is true in all relationships 
wherein gift is received lovingly). 
 
As this flow of life, this giving and receiving, goes on, 
gratitude intensifies and an energy, a spirit, the Holy 
Spirit, is created. This Spirit, since it is generated by 
gratitude, naturally is a Spirit of charity, joy, peace, 
patience, goodness, long-suffering, mildness, faith, and 
chastity. It is then also a spirit that is naturally 
incompatible with idolatry, adultery, violence, gossip, 
factionalism, jealousy, rage, and infidelity. 
 
When we meditate on how the Holy Spirit is generated, 
we are under less illusion as to what it means to live in 
the Spirit. To believe that we are living in the Spirit when 
our lives are not permeated by gratitude, and radiating 
it, is to be dangerously deluded. We must be clear about 
this, lest, as poet William Stafford puts it: “By following 
the wrong God home, we may both miss our star.”   
 



 

 

Monday 1/10 & Wed 1/12 ~ Communion Service 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 1/11, Thurs- Friday 1/13-1/14 ~ Daily Mass 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 1/12 ~ Adoration and Reconciliation 
                                   6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Sonora 

Saturday 1/15 ~ Vigil Mass for Second Sunday in   
                                            Ordinary Time 
       4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat  

Sunday 1/16 ~ Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, 1:00 pm (Spanish) 
                   St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

January 9, 2022                                                                              The Baptism of the Lord 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
Not so Ordinary 

 
This Sunday marks the end of the Christmas season, and 
the beginning of Ordinary Time.  Ordinary Time has two 
parts, but is still one season.  The first part begins now 
and runs until Ash Wednesday.  The second part begins 
after Pentecost and runs until Advent.  Since the “big 
events” of our faith are covered during Christmas and 
Easter, what happens during Ordinary Time?  
 
According to the USCCB*, “The Sundays and weeks of 
Ordinary Time take us through the life of Christ. This is 
the time of conversion. This is living the life of Christ. 
Ordinary Time is a time for growth and maturation, a 
time in which the mystery of Christ is called to penetrate 
ever more deeply into history until all things are finally 
caught up in Christ.” 
 
So in the coming weeks, as we hear the accounts of  His 
earthly ministry, try to imagine the life of Jesus Christ.  
Not only the miracles He performed and the great words 
He spoke, but also the everyday things. Imagine Him 
walking down a road with His disciples. It’s hot, and He 
probably needs to close His eyes against the desert 
wind. They find a shady place to rest, and as He sits He 
shakes the dust from His sandals.  A woman brings them 
a bucket of water, and imagine how good that water 
feels on His parched throat. One of the disciples says 
something funny, and He laughs loudly, and almost 
chokes on the water! He looks at His disciples with 
profound love, and as one they feel the presence and 
peace of His divine nature. Use your imagination to walk 
with Christ and bring the Gospel stories to life in your 
own heart and mind. 
 
In the joy of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

© USCCB 

As we celebrate the 
Baptism of the Lord, we 
also honor our own 
baptism as our initiation 
into the Christian life and 
community. In the 
Gospel, the baptism of 
Jesus, with his immersion 
and then emergence 

from the water, points to his later submission to God at 
his death, and his emergence from the grave at his 
resurrection. This pattern of death and resurrection is 
our path too, as followers of Jesus. Throughout life, 
often in small ways, we learn to surrender our limited 
and self-centered agendas. This surrender often feels 
like death. The sacrament of Baptism ritually enacts this 
pattern to remind us of Jesus’ death and resurrection, 
so that we too might embrace the deaths and 
resurrections of our own lives. As Jesus emerged from 
the water, he encountered his Father and the Holy 
Spirit. Like Jesus, we can know we are God’s beloved, 
empowered by the Spirit. 

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co. *U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

The Church in Latin America 
Second collection  ~  January 22-23 

 
Your donation will help strengthen families, fund 
Catholic education, and foster priestly and religious 
vocations in Latin America. For over 50 years, Catholics 
in the United States have expressed solidarity with the 
Church from Mexico to the Caribbean to the southern 
tip of South America, through the Collection.  

“There is no space where God is not; 
space does not exist apart from Him. 
He is in heaven, in hell, beyond the 
seas; dwelling in all things and 
enveloping all. Thus He embraces, and 
is embraced by, the universe, confined 
to no part of it but pervading all.”  

St. Hilary of Poitiers  (c.310-c.367) 
Feast Day  ~ January 13 



 

 

INTO YOUR HANDS,  
O LORD,      

we commend the soul of   

Marian Hood 
  Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let 

perpetual light shine upon her. 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Warren Belisle 

Leon Casas 
Roger Clark 

Marjorie Clennon 
Kraig Clifton 
David Costa 

Ernie Cuzzocreo 
Evan Dean 

Jose Luis Diaz 

Manuel Gamboa 
A. J. Holmes 
Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

is pleased to announce 
 

Our new Parish Library is open! 
 

Hours 
Sunday mornings after Mass 

8:30 - 9:00 
10:00 - 10:30 
12:00 - 1:00  

Wednesday mornings 
10:00 - 12:00 

 
Library catalog can be viewed online: 

www.librarything.com/catalog/StPatsSonora 

Jesus said, “You shall love the 
Lord, your God, with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and 
with all your mind.”   

(Matthew 22:37 ) 

Spiritual Direction Training Course begins January 30  
Classes will be held at the  

Seeds of Life Spirituality Center in Tracy 
  

It will be an opportunity to: 
Experience different ways to pray 
Feel the Love of God throughout your 
spiritual journey  
Learn how to discern God's voice  
Discover how to grow spiritually 
Pursue the art of guiding others 
  

Please join us for a 3-Year formation program in Spiritual 
Direction.  The program is bilingual. 
Program begins:  Sunday, January 30, 2022  
                                9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
Location:  Verbum Dei Seeds of Life Spirituality Center 
                   31448 Highway 33, Tracy, CA. 95304 
 
For more information: 
Contact Wilma Silva (209) 541-7996 or  
                Pilar Fandos (916) 274-1499 
                or email: info.icssd@gmail.com 

Please welcome our NEW Pastoral Council members: 
 

Gina Minners 
Judy Reiman 

Jo Vargo 
Janice Santana 

 
Please pray for them as they use their talents and 
wisdom in service to our Pastor and Parish. 

Our hearts are full of overwhelming gratitude.  
During the sorrow of Joseph’s moving on to his 
eternal home, it was all of you who helped to 

create a beautiful celebration of life. Through the 
praying of the Rosary and celebration of the Eucharist, 
Fr. Banka and Deacon Joe invited us into a glimpse of 
the heavenly banquet where Joseph is now feasting.  
We also thank the musicians, altar servers and speakers, 
all of whom brought us much comfort.  The celebration 
continued with mighty forces of food deliveries, servers, 
and cleanup crews, all to create a joyous reception in 
memory of our Birthday Boy.  We are so grateful for all 
our Parish Family for the outpouring of love and support 
shared during this difficult time. 

The Family of Joseph Perez 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday January 10 ~ Sunday January 16 

Monday: 1 Sm 1:1-8; Ps 116:12-19; Mk 1:14-20 
Tuesday: 1 Sm 1:9-20; 1 Sm 2:1, 4-8abcd;  
 Mk 1:21-28 
Wednesday: 1 Sm 3:1-10, 19-20; Ps 40:2, 5, 7-10;  
 Mk 1:29-39 
Thursday: 1 Sm 4:1-11; Ps 44:10-11, 14-15, 24-25;  
 Mk 1:40-45 
Friday: 1 Sm 8:4-7, 10-22a; Ps 89:16-19;  
 Mk 2:1-12 
Saturday: 1 Sm 9:1-4, 17-19; 10:1a; Ps 21:2-7;  
 Mk 2:13-17 
Sunday: Is 62:1-5; Ps 96:1-3, 7-10; 1 Cor 12:4-11;  
 Jn 2:1-11 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday January 9 ~ Saturday January 15 
Sunday: The Baptism of the Lord 
Monday: First Week in Ordinary Time 
Thursday: St. Hilary 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday January 8 ~ Sunday January 16 
Saturday 
            OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Ron Corotto    
  Marian Hood  
 9:00 am Edith McCullough                  
    Roberto & Mercedes Gregorio 
 11:00 am Jim & Pearl Opie  
    Jan Opie  
  1:00 pm  No Intentions   
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Joseph Perez  
Wednesday   8:00 am Communion Service 
Thursday        8:00 am Thomas Merel  
Friday    8:00 am      No Intentions       
Saturday   
            OLMC  4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am  No Intentions   
 9:00 am Cynthia Schlosser                  
    Deceased members of the YLI 
 11:00 am  No Intentions 
   1:00 pm Adolfo Negrete    

Ordinary Time 

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

1-2-22 
Week 1 

 January 
Totals 

To Date                                

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $7,874 $ $7,874 

OLMC $315 $ $315 

E-giving $2,462 $ $2,462 

Total  $10,651 $ $10,651 

LAST YEAR $5,297 $ $5,297 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $410 $ $410 

OLMC $15 $ $15 

Total $425 $ $425 

Additional Christmas: St. Pat’s $1,700; OLMC $387 
Solemnity of Mary:  St. Pat’s $567; OLMC $605 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

ATCAA Housing Resources is looking 
for volunteers to help with the Point in 
Time survey on January 26, 2022.  This 
survey gives Tuolumne County an 
accurate count of individuals and 
families who are homeless or at risk, 
to ensure we get enough annual 

funding for housing and services. Training will be 
provided. Anyone interested in volunteering may pick up 
a flyer in the Parish Office.   
 

Let’s make everyone count! 

The Word Among Us 
This booklet contains 
all the monthly Mass 
Readings as well as 
Daily Meditations. A 
valuable resource for 
your own journey of 
faith, you can pick one 
up every month in the 
Parish Office for only 
$2 per copy.  



 

 


