
 

 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
or by appt. 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
  8:00 am 
 Sunday 
  7:30 am 
  9:00 am                               
11:00 am 
  1:00 pm 

Reconciliation: Wednesday 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, or by appt. 

 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
   Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Melissa Knobloch,  
                   Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

Contact Us 
Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  1-209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
1-209-532-7139  
Ext. 107 (Sonora) 
Ext. 111 (Big Oak Flat) 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments. Please call me at    
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

 

The 

 Fifth Sunday of  

April 3, 2022 

Jesus said, “I am the resurrection and the life;  
whoever believes in Me, even if he dies, will live, and  
everyone who lives and believes in Me will never die.”  

(John 11:25-26) 



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

© 2021 Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  

Fr. Ron Rolheiser 

Once when I was giving a lecture, a woman asked this 
question: Why did God build us in one way and then 
almost all of the time expect us to act in a way contrary 
to our instincts?  
 
I knew what she meant. Our natural instincts and 
spontaneous desires generally seem at odds with that 
towards which they are supposedly directed, namely, 
God and eternal life. A religious perspective, it would 
seem, is that we’re to love God first, our neighbor just as 
deeply, and then give a very subordinate role to the 
human pleasures we are so naturally drawn to.  
 
But that’s not what happens most of the time. Generally 
we are drawn, and drawn very powerfully, towards the 
things of this earth: other people, pleasure, beautiful 
objects, money, comfort. These seem to have a more 
powerful grip on us than do the things of faith and 
religion. 
 
Doesn’t this then put our natural feelings at odds with 
how God intended us to feel and act? Why are we, 
seemingly, built in one way and then called to live in 
another way? The question is a good one and, 
unfortunately, is often answered in a manner that 
merely deepens the quandary. Often we are simply told 
that we shouldn’t feel this way, that not putting God and 
religious things first in our feelings is a religious and 
moral fault, as if our natural wiring was somehow all 
wrong and we were responsible for its flaw. But that 
answer is both simplistic and harmful, it misunderstands 
God’s design, lays a guilt-trip on us, and has us feeling 
bipolar vis-à-vis our natural make-up and the demands of 
faith. How do we reconcile the seeming incongruity 
between our natural make-up and God’s intent for us? 
 
We need to understand human instinct and human 
desire at a deeper level. Begin with St. Augustine’s 
memorable phrase: you have made us for yourself, Lord, 
and our hearts are restless until they rest in you. When 
we analyze our natural makeup, natural instincts, and 
natural desires more deeply, we see that all of these 
ultimately are drawing us beyond the more-immediate 
things and pleasures with which they appear to be 
obsessed. They are drawing us, persistently and 
unceasingly, towards God. 
 
Karl Rahner, in trying to explain this, makes a distinction 
between what we desire explicitly and what we desire 

implicitly. Our instincts and natural desires draw us 
towards various explicit things: love for another person, 
friendship with someone, a piece of art or music, a 
vacation, a movie, a good meal, an intimate encounter, 
an achievement that brings us honor, a sporting event, 
and countless other things that, on the surface at least, 
would seem to have nothing to do with God and are 
seemingly drawing our attention away from God. 
 
But, as Rahner shows, and as is evident in our 
experience, in every one of those explicit desires there is 
present, implicitly, beneath the desire and as the 
deepest part of that desire, the longing for and pursuit of 
something deeper. Ultimately we are longing for the 
depth that grounds every person and object, God.  
 
God didn’t make a mistake in designing human desire. 
God’s intent is written into the very DNA of desire. 
Ultimately our make-up directs us towards God, no 
matter how obsessive, earthly, and pagan a given desire 
might appear on a given day. Human nature is not at 
odds with the call of faith, not at all. 
 
Moreover, those powerful instincts within our nature, 
which can seem so selfish and amoral at times, have 
their own moral intelligence and purpose: they protect 
us, make us reach out for what keeps us alive, and, not 
least, ensure that the human race keeps perpetuating 
itself. Finally, God also put those earthly instincts in us to 
pressure us to enjoy life and taste its pleasures—while 
God, like a loving old grandparent watching his children 
at play, remains happy just to see his children’s delight in 
the moment, knowing that there will be time enough 
ahead when pain and frustration will force those desires 
to focus on some deeper things. 
 
When we analyze more deeply God’s design for human 
nature and understand ourselves more deeply within 
that design, we realize that, at a level deeper than 
spontaneous feeling, and at a level deeper than the 
wisecracks we make about ourselves, we in fact do love 
God best; love our neighbor quite a bit; and, very 
happily, love the pleasures of life as well. 



 

 

Monday 4/4 ~ COMMUNION SERVICE 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 4/5 - Friday 4/8 ~ Daily Mass 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 4/6 ~ Adoration and Reconciliation 
                 6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora   

Friday 4/8 ~ Presentation: “The Seven Last Words of    
                                                   Christ on the Cross”  
        St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 11:00-12:00 (see below) 

Friday 4/8~ Stations of the Cross 
                   6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 4/9 ~ Vigil Mass for Palm Sunday 
       4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 4/10 ~ Palm Sunday 
    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, 1:00 pm (Spanish) 
                      St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

April 3, 2022                                                                           The Fifth Sunday of Lent 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
Hosanna to the True King 

 
Imagine you’re living in Jerusalem circa 33 A.D., going 
about your day. Suddenly you hear voices raised, and 
you see great numbers of people running in the 
direction of the entrance to the city. So, being curious, 
you follow the crowd. The people are ecstatic, they 
dance and sing, they wave palm branches in the air and 
shout, “Hosanna, Hosanna to the King!”   
 
You assume a great king is entering the city.  You expect 
to see a haughty man with a golden crown, draped in 
the finest robes, riding on a grand white horse with 
rows and rows of soldiers following behind. 
 
Instead you just see a man on a donkey.  Humble he 
may be, but you catch his eye and the love pouring out 
and enveloping you is something you’ve never seen 
before, never felt before.  You don’t know it yet, but this 
is the start of the most significant week in all human 
history.  You don’t know it yet, but this man’s sacrifice 
will save you, and me, and all people yet to be born. 
 
Palm branches are symbols of victory.  Jesus’ victory was 
not of military might, not of nations, 
but of light conquering darkness, of life 
conquering death. Hosanna to the King! 
 
In the mercy of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

Stations of the Cross                 
Every Friday evening during Lent 

 
Please join us for this wonderful Lenten 
tradition as we come together as a 
community of faith to pray and remember 

His sacrifice on the Cross. 

 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Big Oak Flat ~ 4:00 pm 

St. Patrick’s, Sonora ~ 6:00 pm 

St. Patrick’s Parish 
Lenten Mission 

Friday, April 8, 2022 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 
Fr. Yesobu Banka presents: 

The Seven Last Words  
Of Christ On The Cross 

 
Please join us for a time of inspiration and spiritual 
growth as we reflect on the spoken words of Christ 
while he hung on the Cross. The presentation will 
be followed by a potluck lunch. 

All are welcome! 

Update from Matthew 25 
Blanket Drive 
Thanks to the generosity of our parishioners, we 
collected over 150 blankets and throws for people in 
need.  St. Patrick’s donated these blankets to the Center 
for a Non- Violent Community, Foothill Pregnancy 
Center, and for walk-ins to our Parish Office. 
 
The Journey Church  
As most of you may have heard, The Journey Church in 
East Sonora recently burned to the ground as the result 
of arson. If you would like to help them recover from the 
fire, please call our Parish Office for contact information. 



 

 

Attn: Lectors, EMHC,  
Altar Servers, and Ushers: 

Your Schedules for the 2nd Quarter 
of 2022 (April, May, June) are ready 
to be picked up in the Parish Office.  

They are also posted online: 
www.stpatssonora.org/ministry-schedules. 

 Thank you for your ministry! 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Warren Belisle 

Roger Clark 
Marjorie Clennon 
Faustina Coleman 

David Costa 
Jose Luis Diaz 

Manuel Gamboa 
A. J. Holmes 

Don Kellogg 
Bill Kiesling 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 

Edward Rubio 
Connie Scott 
Jackie Tucker 

St. Patrick’s Parish 
Holy Week Schedule  

 
Thursday, April 14 ~ Holy Thursday 

Mass at 4:00 pm, OLMC 
Mass at 6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 

 
Friday, April 15 ~ Good Friday 

Service begins at 2:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 
 
Saturday, April 16 ~ Easter Vigil 

Service begins at 8:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 
 
Sunday, April 17 ~ Easter Sunday 

Masses at 8:00 and 10:00 am, OLMC 
Mass at 10:00 am, St. Patrick’s 
Mass at 12:00 pm, St. Anne’s 
 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel (OLMC) 
11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd., Big Oak Flat 
 
St. Patrick’s Catholic Church, Sonora 
127 Jackson St., Sonora 
 
St. Anne’s Catholic Church, Columbia 
22624 Church Lane, Columbia  

“Synodality is the way of 

being the Church today according 
to the will of God, in a dynamic of 
discerning  and listening together 
to the voice of the Holy Spirit.” 

                           Pope Francis 
 

Bishop Cotta encourages all the faithful in the Diocese 
of Stockton to go online and participate.  

Please take the survey and express your opinion. 
It only takes a few minutes!  Go to:  

www.surveymonkey.com/r/Synod2023 

In case you were wondering. . .  
The technical name for the type of pipe organ we have 
at St. Patrick’s is a “tracker-action pipe organ.” A pipe 
organ is simply an instrument where sound is produced 
by air being forced through pipes of different lengths 
and diameters. Tracker-action means that all the 
connections between the keyboard, foot pedals, and 
pipes are mechanical, rather than electrical. The only 
electrical part on our organ is the “blower” - the 
machine that actually pushes the air through the pipes. 

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
Art and Environment Committee  

It’s already the fifth Sunday of Lent! It’s 
time to think of dedicating an Easter 
hydrangea for a loved one. 
 

Envelopes will be in the back of OLMC, and the 
procedure will be just like at Christmas.  Each plant will 
have a dedication tag with the name or names of loved 
ones.  Joy on the remainder of the journey.  This is the 
day the Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad!  

St. Patrick’s Altar and Rosary society 
will meet on Tuesday, April 5th at 
10:00 am, in Room 1 of St. Patrick’s 
Parish Hall. 

The family of Clay Sweeney would like 
to thank everyone for their prayers 
and kindness. We would especially like 
to thank those who helped make his 
Funeral Mass and reception a 
beautiful experience and loving time 
of fellowship for all. 



 

 

April 3, 2022                                                                            The Fifth Sunday of Lent                                                    

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday April 4 ~ Sunday April 10 

Monday: Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 [41c-62];  
 Ps 23:1-6; Jn 8:12-20 (or Jn 8:1-11 if Year A  
 readings were used on Sunday) 
Tuesday: Nm 21:4-9; Ps 102:2-3, 16-21; Jn 8:21-30 
Wednesday: Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95; Dn 3:52-56;  
 Jn 8:31-42 
Thursday: Gn 17:3-9; Ps 105:4-9: Jn 8:51-59 
Friday: Jer 20:10-13; Ps 18:2-7; Jn 10:31-42 
Saturday: Ez 37:21-28; Jer 31:10-12abcd, 13;  
 Jn 11:45-56 
Sunday: Lk 19:28-40 (procession); 
 Is 50:4-7; Ps 22:8-9, 17-20, 23-24;  
 Phil 2:6-11; Lk 22:14 — 23:56 [23:1-49] 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday April 3 ~ Saturday April 9 
Sunday: Fifth Sunday of Lent 
Monday: St. Isidore 
Tuesday: St. Vincent Ferrer 
Thursday: St. John Baptist de la Salle 
Friday: Abstinence 

Saturday April 2 ~ Sunday April 10 
Saturday 
            OLMC  4:00 pm Felipe Silveira  
Sunday 7:30 am Clay Sweeney  
 9:00 am Sharon Sowa  
  Rueben Bacci   
 11:00 am Matt Cushman     
   1:00 pm Maria Pulido  
  Raul Gamboa  
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Shauna Savage (Healing) 
Wednesday   8:00 am Joan Lauren (Healing) 
Thursday        8:00 am Yvonne Krill        
Friday    8:00 am    Mitchell Mlinar (Healing) 
Saturday   
            OLMC  4:00 pm  Ruben Bacci   
Sunday 7:30 am  No Intentions 
 9:00 am Lois McLain                                                                           
  Tete Arellano                          
                       11:00 am Adolfo Negrete  
  Joan Holland  
  1:00 pm Manuel Gamboa (Birthday) 

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

3-6-22 
Week 10 

March 
Totals                            

3-13-22     
Week 11 

3-20-22 
Week 12 

3-27-22 
Week 13 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $12,041 $28,050 $6,808 $4,288 $4,913 

OLMC $6,595 $8,478 $550 $560 $773 

E-giving $2,460 $4,025 $685 $335 $545 

Total  $21,096 $40,553 $8,043 $5,183 $6,231 

LAST YEAR $10,595 $31,726 $7,519 $6,027 $7,585 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $815 $980 $90 $75 $0 

OLMC $75 $175 $40 $40 $20 

Total $890 $1,155 $130 $115 $20 

Catholic Relief Services: St. Pat’s $1,080; OLMC $143 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

 

Thursday, April 7 ~ Chrism 
Mass, Stockton Cathedral 
6:00 pm 
 
Sunday, April 10 ~  
Palm Sunday 
 
Saturday, April 23 ~  
Confirmation Mass,  
10:00 am 
 
Sunday, April 24 ~  
Divine Mercy Sunday 
 
Saturday, April 30 ~ 1st Holy 
Communion Mass, 11:00 
 



 

 


