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Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
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St. Patrick’s  
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127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 
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  8:00 am 
 Sunday 
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                               1:00 pm 
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Michael Tippett, Deacon 
Steven Kristensen,  
              Business Manager 
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    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  1-209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
1-209-532-7139  
Ext. 107 (Sonora) 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments. Please call me at    
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 
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Jesus said, 

“Come after 
Me, and I 

will make 

you fishers 
of men.” 

Matthew 4:19   

 
 

3rd  



 

 

A single candle, placed in a darkened Winter window, 
will charm us. Picture it in your mind and then compare 
it to a room with powerful florescent lights. In the latter, 
every nook and cranny gets equal light, lots of it. There 
are no shades of grey. The wrinkles and imperfections of 
a human face want to run and hide because all their 
mess is made very obvious. 
 
Now think of a room lit by several candles. Somehow the 
better parts of each face are brought out and the flaws 
are left kindly in the background. Such lights pardon our 
imperfections and grant us a kind of glow. 
 
Jesus is that kind of light. Not a searchlight from which 
no flawed, fumbling thing can escape. He came as a 
simple candle, a forgiver of souls, a quiet lover of human 
faces. 
 
There is a passage in the First Reading for Sunday that is 
quoted word for word in Sunday’s Gospel: The people 
who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon 
those who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone. 
 
Here, Jesus is a great light after all. He is relief from the 
dark that we all walk in. He is divine brilliance. 
 
But the Gospel has him ambling along by the Sea of 
Galilee like an ordinary person. Strolling. How can this 
illustrious beam of light be dim, like the rest of us? 
 
Some speculations: 
Maybe he is especially vital, the type that people are 
attracted to. Maybe he is someone you and I would 
automatically want to follow. After all, on Sunday we will 
hear about two sets of brothers who drop everything 
and go after him: Simon Peter and his brother Andrew, 
and then James and John—the sons of Zebedee, or “sons 
of thunder,” as Jesus will call them later. None of these 
men are fools. They would not follow just anyone. Jesus 
must have been a very appealing person. 
 
So, did they see him as a “great light”? Did they 
somehow acknowledge that grave darkness would be 
dispelled by him? They probably had heard from the 
Baptist that Jesus was “The Messiah,” the one that the 
Jews had been awaiting for such a long time. 
 
Yet this Sunday we learn that Jesus’ light did not infringe 
on every precious cranny of people’s lives, as a 

searchlight might do. He was like a quiet glow, a candle 
in the window. His armies did not savage all in their 
path. His light was not a huge bolt of lightning. It was, 
impossibly, a quiet flicker that hurricane winds tried and 
tried to put out, but could not. Seen in this way, Christ’s 
light was indeed great, but in a new way, in an ordinary, 
diffused way. One that could suffer on our behalf. 
 
Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI put it like this: 
God’s sign is simplicity. God’s sign is the baby. God’s sign 
is that he makes himself small for us. This is how he 
reigns. He does not come with power and outward 
splendor. He comes as a baby—defenseless and in need 
of our help. He does not want to overwhelm us with his 
strength. He takes away our fear of his greatness. He 
asks for our love: so he makes himself a child. 
 
John Foley, SJ 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

© 2022 Fr. John B. Foley.  All rights reserved.  Permission is 
hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use. Fr. 
Foley is a composer and scholar at St. Louis University. 

Candlemas (February 2) 
 
Thanks to Pope Sergius I (687–701), on 
February 2 we celebrate the Presentation 
of the Lord. On this day we also 
commemorate the Purification of Mary, 

who complied with the Jewish law (Leviticus 12:1). The 
law indicated that a mother should be purified forty 
days after giving birth to a boy child. Since the eleventh 
century, the Purification of Mary and the Presentation of 
the Lord have been celebrated with the blessing of all 
the candles and candlesticks that are going to be used 
during the year. This is done with the hope that there 
will never be a lack of light, either material or spiritual, 
in the houses of the faithful.  
 
The root of the word candlemas is the Latin verb 
candere (“to shine”) and from which also come the 
words candelabra and candlestick. This feast of candles 
recalls that Christians can, like Simon and the 
prophetess Anna in the temple, say that they also have 
seen salvation: Jesus the true Light who shines in the 
arms of Mary (Luke 2:25–38).  

 
Friar Gilberto Cavazos-González, OFM,  

Copyright © J. S. Paluch Co., Inc. 



 

 

You are invited to join us for an presentation on the 
Saint and mystic, St. Ignatius of Loyola. 

 
DATE:  Saturday, January 28, 2023 
TIME:  10:00 am – 2:30 pm 
CHECK-IN & CAMARADERIE: 9:30 am  
PLACE:  St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 
               Potluck Lunch at Noon 
 

Come join us and learn about our Catholic heritage as 
we explore the life and mysticism of St. Ignatius of 
Loyola. His desire to find God in all things will help you 
deepen your own personal connection with the Divine 
and aid you on your own spiritual journey. 
 
We will delve into the culture of 16th century Spain 
where Ignatius grew up, his personality, the twists and 
turns of his life, his spiritual journey, his mystical visions, 
and how those visions shaped the course of his life. 
There will be some reflection activities to aid in 
enhancing your own spirituality. 
 
This presentation is made by Ramona Harris, Spiritual 
Director, and faculty member of the Stockton Diocesan 
School of Ministry. Ramona has Master’s degrees in 
both Pastoral Studies and Education. She has authored a 
book entitled “Awakening the Mystic in You, Messages 
of Light from the Christian Mystics,” as well as an 
inspirational card deck, “The Wisdom of the Christian 
Mystics.” Ramona’s joy is to present to us our inspiring 
Catholic mystics who have much to teach us.  

Donations are appreciated. 

Monday 1/23 ~ Communion Service 
                 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 1/24 - Friday 1/27 ~ Daily Mass 
8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 1/25 ~  Adoration/Reconciliation 
                 6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 

Saturday 1/28 ~ Presentation on St. Ignatius of Loyola 
                               See below for details 

Saturday 1/28 ~ Vigil for 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
          Mass at 4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 

Sunday 1/29 ~ 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
         Mass at 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am, St. Patrick’s 
              Spanish Mass at 1:00 pm, St. Patrick’s                     

January 22, 2023                                                        The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
Go Out to All the Nations, Part 2 

 
We continue our look at the adventures of several Jesuit 
missionaries, men who took Jesus’ command to heart to 
“Go out to all the nations.” 
 
Matteo Ricci introduced Christianity to the Chinese 
Empire in the 16th century. He spent 30 years in that 
country, learned the language and culture, and not only 
taught religion but also mathematics, astronomy, and 
geography. He created a groundbreaking map of the 
earth, which for the first time accurately showed China’s 
geography in relation to the rest of the world. 
 
José de Anchieta came to Brazil in 1553. He fought to 
protect the indigenous people from Brazil’s Portuguese 
colonists who wanted to enslave them.  He was a writer 
and dramatist, producing religious plays for education 
and entertainment, and he is also considered the 
founder of Brazilian literature. He wrote a grammar of 
the difficult Indian language Tupí, and helped to found 
Brazil’s largest cities, São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro. 
 
St. Peter Claver was a missionary in Colombia, South 
America in the early 1600s. At the time, enslaved 
Africans were being brought by boat to South America 
to work in the coffee and sugar plantations, a tragic 
situation which horrified Peter Claver. He dedicated his 
life to helping the enslaved.  He boarded the slave ships 
as soon as they landed to nurse the sick and comfort the 
terrified. He visited the plantations to encourage the 
slaves and to urge the owners to treat them fairly, and 
during these visits he refused to stay in the plantation 
home, but stayed with the slaves in their quarters. 
 
Pierre Jean de Smet was a missionary to North America.  
His mission was to bring Christianity to the Native 
Americans and to help negotiate peace, not only 
between the tribes, but also between the indigenous 
people and the new American government.  He founded 
a mission in the Montana territory which was the home 
of the Flathead tribe. Their name for him was “Black 
Robe,” and he was a beloved teacher and advocate for 
the tribe.  
 
These are just a few examples of what 
Jesus meant by “Fishers of Men.” 
 
 In the peace of Christ, 
Fr. Banka  



 

 

“A great prayer for life is urgently needed, a prayer 
which will rise up throughout the world. Through special 
initiatives and in daily prayer, may an impassioned plea 
rise to God, the Creator and lover of life, from every 
Christian community, from every group and association, 
from every family and from the heart of every believer.” 

Pope Saint John Paul II, Evangelium vitae 
 
The General Instruction of the Roman 
Missal (GIRM), no. 373, designates 
January 22 as a particular day of prayer 
and penance, called the "Day of Prayer for 

the Legal Protection of Unborn Children.” In all the 
Dioceses of the United States of America, January 22 (or 
January 23, when January 22 falls on a Sunday) shall be 
observed as a particular day of prayer for the full 
restoration of the legal guarantee of the right to life and 
of penance for violations to the dignity of the human 
person committed through acts of abortion.*  

Faith Formation and  
Spiritual Growth 

 
Think how great a warm fire feels on these 
cold winter days. Now imagine that fire is 
coming from the Holy Spirit! What better 

way to warm your heart and soul than to build a deeper 
relationship with the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Holy Spirit desires to be present to us in a manner 
that brings light out of darkness, freedom out of 
bondage, order out of chaos, and life out of death. 
 
Join Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR, and our At One With the 
Spirit team in this incredible 14-part video and 
discussion series which will awaken God's transforming 
power in the hearts of all who participate. Discover the 
Holy Spirit who has been revealed to us by Jesus Christ 
and who leads us to our heavenly Father.  

Monday sessions, 6:00 pm 
Wednesday sessions, 9:00 am 

St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 
For more information: 

atonewiththespirit@stpatssonora.org 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Margaret Burton 
Roger Clark 
David Costa 

Gerardo Diaz 
Sue Froseth 

Manuel Gamboa 
A. J. Holmes 
Jim Kubasek  

Barbara Lema 
David Mesh 
Jim Napier 

Barbara North 
Gloria Patania 

Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 

Sebastian Ruiz 
Connie Scott 

Barbara Sweeney 

*U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops 

INTO YOUR HANDS, O LORD,      

we commend the souls of   

Runar “Harry” Ohls 
                 Kenneth Olson 

                  Charlotte “Diane” Watson 
Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  

and let perpetual light shine upon them.  
May they rest in peace. 

Prayer to Begin the Day 
Lord God, may everything we do  
 begin with your inspiration 
and continue with your help, 
so that all of our work today will bring us closer to you. 
Guide us in our work today,  
 that we may do it not for ourselves alone, 
but for the common good of all. 
We ask this in your name. Amen. 

Used with permission of Villanova University 

Our volunteer Cemetery Gate Keeper 
ministry invites you to participate by opening 

and closing St. Patrick’s cemetery gates. This 
commitment involves just one day a month, opening 
the gates before 8:30 am and/or closing them at 5:00 
pm. If you have been looking for a way to volunteer at 
your church, this is a great opportunity. Our loved ones 
are buried there; we should do all we can to make sure 
the grounds are accessible and protected. 

If you purchased an ornament from the YLGI for the 
Advent Tree, that ornament will be available for you to 
pick up in the Parish Hall after Mass. Thank you for 
participating and honoring your loved one with an 
ornament on our Advent Tree!   

Blessings, the YLGI of St. Patrick’s 



 

 

 
Friday, February 3 ~ First Friday, Mass 
8:00 am, Adoration 8:30 am - 3:30 pm 
Wednesday, February 22 ~ Ash 
Wednesday, Lent begins 
Friday, March 3 ~ First Friday, Mass 8:00 
am, Adoration 8:30 am - 3:30 pm 
Friday, March 17 ~ St. Patrick’s Day 
Thursday, March 30 ~ Chrism Mass at 
the Cathedral 
Sunday, April 2 ~ Palm Sunday 

January 22, 2023                                                         The Third Sunday in Ordinary Time                      

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday January 23 ~ Sunday January 29 

Monday: Heb 9:15, 24-28; Ps 98:1-6; Mk 3:22-30,  
 or any of a number of readings for the Day  
 of Prayer 
Tuesday: Heb 10:1-10; Ps 40:2, 4ab, 7-8a, 10, 11;  
 Mk 3:31-35 
Wednesday: Acts 22:3-16 or Acts 9:1-22; Ps 117:1bc, 2;  
 Mk 16:15-18 
Thursday: 2 Tm 1:1-8 or Ti 1:1-5; Ps 96:1-3, 7-8a, 10;  
 Mk 4:21-35 
Friday: Heb 10:32-39; Ps 37:3-6, 23-24, 39-40;  
 Mk 4:26-34 
Saturday: Heb 11:1-2, 8-19; Lk 1:69-75; Mk 4:35-41 
Sunday: Zep 2:3; 3:12-13; Ps 146:6-10;  
 1 Cor 1:26-31; Mt 5:1-12a 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday January 22 ~ Saturday January 28 
Sunday: Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: Day of Prayer for the Legal Protection of 
 Unborn Children; St. Vincent;  
 St. Marianne Cope 
Tuesday: St. Francis de Sales 
Wednesday: The Conversion of St. Paul; 
Thursday: Ss. Timothy and Titus 
Friday: St. Angela Merici 
Saturday: St. Thomas Aquinas 

Saturday January 21 ~ Sunday January 29 
Saturday           
          OLMC 4:00 pm  Mary Barba  
Sunday 7:30 am Bob Julian    
  Gerard and Margret Hilgersom  
    (Healing)  
                         9:00 am Tete Arellano  
  Lizbeth Gutierrez                                     
                        11:00 am Fran Kubasek                             
 1:00 pm  No Intentions 
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Carlos San Miguel  
  Maricela San Miguel (Healing) 
Wednesday   8:00 am  No Intentions 
Thursday        8:00 am  Marcie Sowa  
  Catherine Stevenson (Blessing) 
Friday    8:00 am   Margaret Wyman  
Saturday           
          OLMC 4:00 pm  Hugh Shaver  
Sunday 7:30 am Clay Sweeney    
  Ray Hilgersom                         
 9:00 am Fran Kubasek  
  Merlynne Verceles (Birthday)                                    
                       11:00 am    Marcie Sowa                   
                         1:00 pm  No Intentions 

Weekly Goal 

$ 10,000 
1-01-23 
Week 1  

1-08-23 
Week 2 

January 
Totals            

To Date        

1-15-23 
Week 3 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $6,689 $4,791 $15,839 $4,359 

OLMC $846 $1, 061 $2,905 $998 

E-giving $1,625 $6,870 $9,210 $715 

Total  $9,160 $12,722 $27,954 $6,072 

LAST YEAR $11,823 $8,657 $25,790 $5,310 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $1,043 $225 $1,353 $85 

OLMC $115 $35 $175 $25 

Total $1,158 $260 $1,528 $110 

Church in Latin America: St. Pat’s $936; OLMC $61 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Our prayers go with Fr. 
Banka as he travels to 
India. May he have 
peace and joy as he 

reunites with his family and friends, and 
may he return again to us safely. 



 

 


