
 

 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
or by appt. 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
  8:00 am 
 Sunday 
  7:30 am 
  9:00 am                               
11:00 am 
  1:00 pm 

Reconciliation: Wednesday 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, or by appt. 

 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
   Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Melissa Knobloch,  
                   Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

Contact Us 
Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  1-209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
1-209-532-7139  
Ext. 107 (Sonora) 
Ext. 111 (Big Oak Flat) 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments. Please call me at    
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 
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A discouraged detective in one of Jonathan Kellermann’s 
mystery novels said, “The glass is either half empty or 
broken” in memory of the famous saying. Jesus appears 
to be on the detective’s side this Sunday. 
 
The beatitudes Jesus proclaims seem for all the world to 
be “empty or broken”! Blessed are those who are poor, 
hungry, weeping, hated, excluded, insulted, and 
denounced! 
 
Clearly some consideration of the beatitudes is in order. 
 
For the most part, beatitudes were an ancient formula 
that encouraged people to do good. For instance, in our 
Responsorial Psalm we read, “Blessed is the one who 
does not take the wicked for his guide, nor walks the 
road that sinners tread.” 
 
Psalm 41 says, “Blessed are those who consider the 
poor. The Lord will deliver them in time of trouble.” 
Jeremiah 17 has “Blessed is the one who trusts in the 
Lord, ... he is like a tree planted [next to] water that 
sends out its roots by the stream, and does not fear 
when heat comes, for its leaves remain green.” 
 
Beautiful and numerous are the beatitudes in Hebrew 
scriptures. They say that if you do this or that good thing, 
you will receive blessings. Thus, people were not 
surprised that Jesus used them in His teaching. 
 
But He does seem to have reversed them! 
 
Blessed are you if you do the deed of suffering. What do 
you mean? Am I supposed to seek to be penniless and 
sorrowful and in pain? 
 
Why would He encourage us to be in such terrible 
states? 
 
Through history there have been many opinions on this 
reversal, but your author has his own guess, and here it 
is. A person has to be open and empty in order to let 
God and others come in. In order to love and be loved, 
we need to have space at the center of who we are. 
 
Jesus shows us how. 
 
Consider a rich person who “has everything.” Isn’t she 
tempted to let her possessions define who she is? 
“Attack my home and you attack me,” she might say. 

Possessions become an “instead of.” Instead of love, I 
choose something more stable (or so it looks): cars or 
households or corporations or just plain power. Instead 
of eating as much as we need, each North American who 
goes to a restaurant orders enough for five people! 
“What would you like for dessert?” the waiter asks after 
we have already finished a steak the size of a serving 
plate and a triple order of fries. 
 
Be sure that the principle running through all the 
beatitudes is this: you are blessed if you don’t cram 
yourself full. Full of food, drink, pride, drugs, fame, sex, 
visits to the beach, stunning hair-do’s, flattest abs, shiny 
teeth, fast cars, every kind of wealth, and, of course, 
reputation, reputation, reputation. 
 
Instead, blessed are you if you try to stay empty, if you 
become a spacious home for God, for other human 
beings, for the long-suffering earth. 
 
We are built to be quiet receivers, people who know 
they feel empty and yet are patient. 
 
There is only one reality, only one Being who can give us 
the bread of life, who can satisfy our deep capacity for 
love. Don’t you want to welcome that Being into your 
soul instead of flying around at fastest pace having fun, 
fun, fun? 
 
Blessed are you if you let go into His arms. 
Fr. John Foley, SJ  

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

© 2022 Fr. John B. Foley.  All rights reserved. Permission is 
hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use.  
Fr. Foley is a composer and scholar at St. Louis University. 

Continues this weekend, February 12-13. 

Please prayerfully consider what your family can give 
this year.  Fill out and return your envelope, or go online 
to:  www.stocktondiocese.org/donate-to-bma 



 

 

Monday 2/14 ~ Communion Service 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 2/15 - Friday 2/18 ~ Daily Mass 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 2/16 ~ Adoration and Reconciliation 
                          6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Sonora 

Saturday 2/19 ~ Vigil Mass for  
                       Seventh Sunday In Ordinary Time 
       4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 2/20 ~ Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time 
    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, 1:00 pm (Spanish) 
                      St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

February 13, 2022                                                          The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
The Magnificent Seven 

 
This Thursday, February 17, we celebrate the Feast of 
the Seven Holy Founders of the Servite Order.  To 
understand this day better, we have to go to 13th 
Century Italy, to the city of Florence, which at that time 
was being torn apart by political divisions, heresy, low 
morals and a rejection of religion (sound familiar?). 
Riches and the easy life meant more to these people 
than the love of the poor and service to the needy; how 
much easier to ignore God’s law than follow it. 
 
In the middle of this turmoil, seven wealthy, prominent, 
but faithful Christian men were so dismayed at the state 
of the world they decided to band together and leave 
their homes and professions, withdraw to a solitary 
place, and lead a life of poverty, prayer, and penance.  
They were devoted to the Blessed Mother, especially to 
her Seven Sorrows - the sword that pierced her heart, 
her tears as she stood strong at the foot of the Cross. 
They called themselves the Servants of Mary or Servites. 
 
We do know their individual names - Bonfilius, 
Bonajuncta, Amadeus, Hugh, Manettus, Sostene, and 
Alexis  -  but they were canonized as a group by Pope 
Leo XIII in 1888.  
 
Today, the Order of Servants of Mary (The Servites) is a 
religious family that includes priests and brothers, 
contemplative nuns, and a congregation of active sisters 
and lay groups. The Servites lead a community life in the 
tradition of the other mendicant orders such as the 
Dominicans and Franciscans. They lead a combined 
monastic life and active ministry. In the monastery, they  
pray and work in silence, while in the outside world they 
engage in parochial work, teach, preach, and take part in 
many other ministerial activities. 
 
The Seven Founders made the decision to put Christ at 
the center of their lives, although it cost them great 
wealth and power to do so.  They were witnesses to all 
that is good and true, and inspired many to rethink their 
values and priorities and make positive changes in their 
lives.  Every time we put Christ at the center of our own 
lives, giving witness through our words 
or deeds, we too can inspire others.  
Our world today needs this. 
 
In the joy of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

St. Patrick’s Youth Group 
 
 
 
 

Please join us on 
Sunday February 27 
after the 11:00 am 
Mass for an exciting,  
unique and very fun 
cooking class. We 
are going to learn 
how to roll sushi! 
 

This fresh, healthy Japanese cuisine has become an 
American favorite.  Beautiful to look at, and even better 
to taste! 
 
 
Not signed up yet 
for Youth Group? 
Register on Feb 27 
after Mass. 

Please bring your blessed palms from Palm Sunday last 
year to Mass on February 20 or 27.  There will be a large 
basket at the back of the church for the palms.  We will 
burn the palms on Tuesday March 1, and the ashes will 
be used for Ash Wednesday services, March 2. 



 

 

INTO YOUR HANDS,  
O LORD,      

we commend the soul of   

Marcella Cortez 
 

  Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon her. 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Warren Belisle 

Roger Clark 
Marjorie Clennon 

David Costa 
Ernie Cuzzocreo 
Jose Luis Diaz 

Manuel Gamboa 
A. J. Holmes 

Kary Hubbard 
Bill Kiesling 

Jerry Lynn 
Jeff Lukomski 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 

Edward Rubio 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Roger Stevens 
Clay Sweeney 
Jackie Tucker 

St. Patrick’s Parishioners: If you wish to go into 
the Church, have some quiet time with the Lord 
and pray during the day, please go to the Parish 
Office Mon-Thurs during regular office hours, 
and get the key. You can also pray in our 
beautiful Mary’s Garden anytime! 

NEW Bible Study begins at Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Revelation: The Kingdom Yet to Come 
 

What:    A Bible Study of the Book of Revelation 
Where: Zoom Meeting 
When:  1st and 3rd  Mondays starting  Feb 21st 
Time:    7:00 – 8:30 PM 
Text:     Material provided to participants 
DVD Speaker:  11 sessions by Jeff Cavins 

  
This invitation is extended to all 
parishioners who would like to learn 
more about the book of Revelation.  
This is part one of a two-part study on 

the Book of Revelation.  You don't have to be a member 
of our OLMC Bible Study to join us. In this study, Jeff 
Cavins will unpack the mysteries of the Book of 
Revelation over an 11-session presentation that will take 
on an intriguing look at one of the most talked-about 
books in Scripture. Explore how the kingdom established 
by Christ in His church is intimately connected with the 
kingdom of heaven, especially through the celebration 
of the Mass.  Learn what all the mysterious figures and 
images of Revelation represent, as well as what will 
happen during the Second Coming of Christ, what has 
already happened, and what is happening now in 
salvation history.  The Book of Revelation lays out 
contrasting visions of the world – the world of the Lamb 
and the world of the beasts – and expresses the 
magnitude of our choice with inspired imagery.  Reading 
the Book of Revelation gives us the eyes of God to 
glimpse the heavenly meaning of our worship, to look 
evil in the face and see its full reality, to gaze upon the 
cosmic meaning of Christ's sacrifice, and to envision the 
world renewed by the hope of God's victory. 
 
In Revelation: The Kingdom Yet to Come, you will: 
 Discover the meaning of the mysterious figures and 

events in Revelation 
 See how the Mass is really heaven on earth. 
 Learn about the anti-christ and his destruction. 
 Explore the Church's teaching on the second coming 

of Christ and the Last Judgment. 
 Find out what will happen at the end of time and the 

establishment of a new heaven and new earth. 
 
We will be using the complementary book by Michael 
Barber titled “Coming Soon – Unlocking the Book of 
Revelation and Applying Its Lessons Today” ($19.95 from 
Amazon). Contact Warren Belisle at 962-4309 or email: 
bellale@msn.com to receive the first assignment. 

Thank you to all who participated in the 1st Annual YLGI 
Christmas Tree Lighting. It was so beautiful!  
 
Many of you have not yet picked up your ornaments.  
They have your loved one's names inscribed on them, 
and they have been blessed.  Imagine how special it will 

be to put these on your 
own tree next Christmas! 
You can pick them up in 
the Parish Office Monday 
through Thursday, 8:30 to 
4:00. (Closed 12:30 to 
1:00 for lunch.)  



 

 

February 13, 2022                                                          The Sixth Sunday in Ordinary time                    

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday February 14 ~ Sunday February 20 

Monday: Jas 1:1-11; Ps 119:67-68, 71-72, 75-76;  
 Mk 8:11-13 
Tuesday: Jas 1:12-18; Ps 94:12-13a; 14-15, 18-19;  
 Mk 8:14-21 
Wednesday: Jas 1:19-27; Ps 15:2-4ab, 5; Mk 8:22-26 
Thursday: Jas 2:1-9; Ps 34:2-7; Mk 8:27-33 
Friday: Jas 2:14-24, 26; Ps 112:1-6; Mk 8:34 — 9:1 
Saturday: Jas 3:1-10; Ps 12:2-3, 4-5, 7-8; Mk 9:2-13 
Sunday: 1 Sm 26:2, 7-9, 12-13, 22-23; Ps 103:1-4, 8,  
 10, 12-13; 1 Cor 15:45-49; Lk 6:27-38 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday February 13 ~ Saturday February 19 
Sunday: Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
 World Marriage Day 
Monday: Ss. Cyril and Methodius; Valentine’s Day 
Thursday: The Seven Holy Founders of the Servite  
 Order 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday February 12 ~ Sunday February 20 
Saturday 
            OLMC  4:00 pm Edward Rubio (Healing) 
Sunday 7:30 am David Delaney 
  Vernon H. Cabral   
 9:00 am Yvonne Maisog  
  Michael Merel   
 11:00 am Adolfo Negrete  
    Mitchell Woods                 
  1:00 pm Juan Pinela  
    Alicia Pinela  
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Charles Wittig  
Wednesday   8:00 am Mike Schirmer  
  Joseph Landry (Healing) 
Thursday        8:00 am Kiara Schray (Healing)       
Friday    8:00 am    Souls in Purgatory  
Saturday   
            OLMC  4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Clay & Barbara Sweeney 
   (Happy Anniversary!)   
  Tete Arellano   
 9:00 am Mike Schirmer  
  Deceased members of the YLI                                                   
                        11:00 am Jack McCoy  
  LaVon & Jack Woodcock  
   1:00 pm Lupe Diaz  
    Christian Villafana  
     (Happy Birthday!) 

Ordinary Time 

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

2-6-22 
Week 6 

 February 
Totals 

To Date                                

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $6,809  $6,809 

OLMC $1,508  $1,508 

E-giving $2,325  $2,325 

Total  $10,642  $10,642 

LAST YEAR $11,940  $11,940 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $728  $728 

OLMC $80  $80 

Total $808  $808 

Parish Services:  St. Pat’s $274 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Wednesday, March 2 ~ Ash Wednesday 

Thursday, April 14 ~ Holy Thursday 

Friday, April 15 ~ Good Friday 

Saturday, April 16 ~ Holy Saturday/Easter Vigil 

Sunday, April 17 ~ Easter Sunday 

Saturday, April 23 ~ Confirmation Mass 

The human heart plans the way,  
but the Lord directs the steps.  

(Proverbs 16:9) 



 

 


