
 

 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
or by appt. 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
8:00 am 
 Sunday 
7:30 am 
9:00 am 
11:00 am 
1:00 pm 

Reconciliation: Wednesday 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, or by appt. 

 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
   Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Melissa Knobloch,  
                   Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

Contact Us 
Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  1-209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
1-209-532-7139  
Ext. 107 (Sonora) 
Ext. 111 (Big Oak Flat) 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments. Please call me at    
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 
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Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

© 2021 Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  

Fr. Ron Rolheiser 

We’re strange creatures, more lovely than we think and 
more sinful than we imagine, too hard and too easy on 
ourselves—all at the same time. 
 
Human nature is a curious mix. On the one hand, we’re 
better than we think and this beauty and goodness 
doesn't just come because, deep down, we’re made in 
the image and likeness of God. That’s true, but our 
loveliness is also not abstract. At least most of the time 
we’re beautiful too in our human and moral qualities. 
Most of the time, in fact, we are quite generous, often to 
a fault. As well, most of the time too, despite 
appearances, we're warm and hospitable.  
 
The same is true in terms of the desire and scope of our 
embrace, both of our minds and our hearts. Inside of 
everyone, easily triggered by the slightest touch of love 
or affirmation, lies a big heart, a grand soul, a Magna 
Anima, that's just itching to show itself. Mostly the 
problem isn’t with our goodness, but with our frustration 
in trying to live out that goodness in the world. Too often 
we look cold and self-centered when we're only hurt and 
wounded. We don’t always look good, but we are. 
Mostly we’re frustrated precisely because we cannot (for 
reasons of circumstance, wound, and sensitivity) pour 
out our goodness as we would like, nor embrace the 
world and those around us with the warmth that's in us. 
We go through life looking for a warm place to show who 
we are and mostly don’t find it. We're not so much bad 
as frustrated. We're more lovely than we dare imagine. 
 
That’s the half of it. There's another side: we’re sinners 
too, more so than we think. An old Protestant dictum 
about human nature, based upon St. Paul, puts it 
accurately: “It’s not a question of are you a sinner? It’s 
only a question of what is your sin?” We're all sinners 
and, just as we possess a big heart and a grand soul, we 
also possess a petty one (a pusilla anima). Inside us too, 
congenitally, there's selfishness, jealousy, and a pettiness 
of heart and mind that is never far from the surface. 
Moreover, generally, we are blind to our real faults. As 
Jesus says, we too easily see the speck in our neighbor’s 
eye and miss the plank in our own. There's a real 
contradiction here: where we think we're sinners is 
usually not the place where others struggle with us the 
most and where our real faults lie. Conversely, it's in 
those areas where we think we're virtuous and righteous 
that, most often, our real sin lies and where others 
struggle with us. 
 

For example, we have always put a lot of emphasis on 
the 6th commandment, sexual ethics, and haven't been 
nearly as self-scrutinizing in regards to the 5th 
commandment (that deals with bitterness, judgments, 
anger, and hatred) or with the 9th and 10th 
commandments (that have to do with jealousy). It's not 
that sexual ethics are unimportant, but our failures there 
are easier to see and harder to rationalize. The same isn't 
true for bitterness, anger, especially righteous anger, nor 
for jealousy. We can more easily rationalize these and 
not notice that jealousy is the only sin that God felt it 
necessary to prohibit in two commandments. We’re 
worse than we imagine and mostly blind to our real 
faults. 
 
So where does that leave us? In better and worse shape 
than we think! Recognizing that we're more lovely than 
we imagine and at the same time more sinful than we 
suppose can be helpful, both for our self-understanding 
and for how we understand God's love and grace in our 
lives. We're both good and bad, generous and selfish, big
-hearted and petty, gracious and bitter, forgiving and 
resentful, hospitable and cold, full of grace and full of sin, 
all at the same time. Moreover, we're dangerously blind 
to both, too unaware of our loveliness as well as our 
nastiness. 
 
To recognize this is both humbling and freeing. In 
essence, we're “loved sinners.” Both goodness and sin 
constitute our real identity. Not to recognize the truth of 
either state leaves us either unhealthily depressed or 
dangerously inflated, too hard on ourselves or too easy 
on ourselves. The truth will set us free and the truth 
about ourselves is that we're both better and worse than 
we picture ourselves to be. 

Begins this weekend, February 5-6. 



 

 

Monday 2/7 ~ Communion Service 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 2/8 - Friday 2/11 ~ Daily Mass 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 2/9 ~ Adoration and Reconciliation 
                                   6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Sonora 

Saturday 2/12 ~ Vigil Mass for  
                       Sixth Sunday In Ordinary Time 
       4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 2/13 ~ Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, 1:00 pm (Spanish) 
                      St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

February 6, 2022                                                          The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
St. Bernadette and Our Lady of Lourdes 

 
This Friday, February 11, we celebrate the Feast of Our 
Lady of Lourdes.  On February 11, 1858, the Blessed 
Mother appeared to a young girl named Bernadette 
Soubirous in the small town of Lourdes, located in the 
foothills of the Pyrenees Mountains in Southern France.   
The Blessed Mother appeared to Bernadette a total of 
18 times between February 11 and July 16 in 1858. 
 
During one of her appearances, Mary asked Bernadette 
to “drink from the fountain and bathe in it.” Bernadette 
discovered a pool of water, and that pool became the 
site of miraculous cures.  Millions of pilgrims visit this 
site every year, many to bathe in the pool. To this day, 
even with the advancement of modern medicine, there 
are still hundreds of cases of unexplained healing, but to 
actually be declared a miracle is a rigorous process. 
Lourdes created its Medical Bureau in 1905 to examine 
claims of miraculous healing and certify those cases 
judged to be inexplicable according to current scientific 
knowledge. Out of the thousands of claims, the Church 
has validated about 70 as miracles. 
 
And what of Bernadette, now St. Bernadette? Here are a 
few interesting facts about her: She prayed the Stations 
of the Cross every day, not just during Lent.  It’s said she 
didn’t like most of the painted images of the Blessed 
Virgin, saying that they did not look at all like her! The 
only image of Mary she prayed with was this one, Our 
Lady of Cambrai, which was possibly painted by St. Luke. 

Finally, a famous book was written 
about her life, The Song of Bernadette, 
and was later made into a movie in 
1943.  The man who wrote this book 
was Franz Werfel, a Jewish man who 
fled from the Nazis in Austria to France 
during World War II, and took refuge in 
Lourdes while awaiting transport to the 
United States. He was so moved by the 

care and concern shown to him at Lourdes that he 
promised St. Bernadette and Our Lady that if he made it 
to America alive, he would write a book about their 
story. He did indeed escape and lived the rest of his life 
in Los Angeles.  Perhaps you might like 
to read this wonderful book, or watch 
the movie with your family and friends? 
 
In the joy of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

Wait! After Mass today, stop by the Parish  
Library & check-out a good book! 

 
Our new Parish Library is open! 
1st floor of the Steinmetz House,  
across the street from the church 

 
Hours 

Sunday mornings after Mass 
8:30 - 9:00 

10:00 - 10:30 
12:00 - 1:00  

Wednesday mornings 
10:00 - 12:00 

 
Library catalog can be viewed online: 

www.librarything.com/catalog/StPatsSonora 

Jesus said, “You shall love the Lord, your 
God, with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.”   

(Matthew 22:37 ) 

We are in need of another 
teaching partner for our First 
Communion Class. It is a great 
joy to work with our eager First 
Communicants who are in the 
second and third grades! They 
always walk in the room smiling 

and enthusiastic to learn. If you might be interested in 
helping them encounter our Lord and grow in our faith, 
please contact Kathy Casas at 209-770-5987.  



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Warren Belisle 

Roger Clark 
Marjorie Clennon 

David Costa 
Ernie Cuzzocreo 
Jose Luis Diaz 

Manuel Gamboa 
A. J. Holmes 

Kary Hubbard 

Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 

Jeff Lukomski 
Gloria Patania 

Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 

Edward Rubio 
Connie Scott 

George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 

The Diocese of Stockton ~ Celebrating 60 Years! 
The Diocese of Stockton was formed on 
January 13, 1962 from Californian territories 
split off from the Archdiocese of San Francisco 
and from the Diocese of Sacramento.  In 1966, 

it gained more territory from the Diocese of Sacramento. 
 
The Diocese is comprised of six counties: San Joaquin, 
Stanislaus, Calaveras, Tuolumne, Alpine, and Mono.  It 
covers over 10,000 square miles with a total population 
of over 1.3 million people.  There are 85 active priests 
that service thirty-five parishes and fourteen missions. 
 
Calaveras, Tuolumne, and Alpine counties are located on 
the western side of the Sierra Nevada mountain range. 
Most parishes in these counties date back to the gold 
rush days. Mono County is on the eastern side of the 
Sierra Nevada Mountain range and is usually cut off from 
the rest of the diocese during winter. The parish church 
located in Mammoth Lakes provides for the spiritual care 
of vacationers during the winter and summer. The 
largest racial/ethnic groups in our Diocese are White and 
Hispanic, and also many of Filipino and South East Asian 
descent. The largest Azorean Portuguese population 
outside the Azores is found in the Diocese of Stockton. 
 
Six Bishops have served the Diocese of Stockton: 
 

1. Hugh Donohoe (1962-1969), appointed Bishop of 
Fresno 

2. Merlin Guilfoyle (1970-1979) 

3. Roger Mahony (1980-1985), 
appointed Archbishop of Los 
Angeles, (elevated to Cardinal in 
1991) 

4. Donald Montrose (1985-1999) 

5. Stephen Blaire (1999-2018) 

6. Myron Cotta (2018-present) 

© 2022 Diocese of Stockton 

An invitation from our brothers and sisters at  
All Saints Catholic Parish:  

FORMED ~ The Catholic Faith On Demand 
Wednesdays 9:00 am (after 8:30 Mass) 
Parish Hall at All Saints Catholic Church 

                     18674 Cherokee Dr., Twain Harte 
 
February 9, 2022 Episode 2: The Dead Sea Scrolls, The 
Messiah is Coming (30 minutes)  
The archeological find of the 20th century, the Dead Sea 
Scrolls give amazing  insights into the world Jesus Christ 
lived and died in—and into the New Testament, early 
Church, and the Catholic faith today. Father Dave 
Pivonka, TOR, and  Dr. John Bergsma discuss the 
fascinating history of this discovery. 
  
February 16, 2022 Thérèse of Lisieux (50 minutes) 
Called "the greatest saint of modern times" by Pope St. 
Pius X, Thérèse of Lisieux lived a hidden life in a 
Carmelite monastery and died at only twenty-four years 
old. Yet, her "secret" of sanctity has made her not only 
a great modern saint, but a Doctor of the Church. She 
promised to spend her Heaven helping those on earth. 
Her simple spirituality, humility, and complete trust in 
God revolutionized the twentieth century. Over 100 
years after her death, she continues to inspire millions 
of people, help them in their lives, and draw them 
closer to God. 
 
February 23, 2022 Episode 3: The Dead Sea Scrolls, 
Baptism and the Scrolls (30 minutes) 
 
March 2, 2022 Ash Wednesday:  No FORMED 
 



 

 

February 6, 2022                                                          The Fifth Sunday in Ordinary time                     

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday February 7 ~ Sunday February 13 

Monday: 1 Kgs 8:1-7, 9-13; Ps 132:6-7, 8-10;  
 Mk 6:53-56 
Tuesday: 1 Kgs 8:22-23, 27-30; Ps 84:3-5, 10-11;  
 Mk 7:1-13 
Wednesday: 1 Kgs 10:1-10; Ps 37:5-6, 30-31, 39-40;  
 Mk 7:14-23 
Thursday: 1 Kgs 11:4-13; Ps 106:3-4, 35-37, 40;  
 Mk 7:24-30 
Friday: 1 Kgs 11:29-32, 12:19; Ps 81:10-15;  
 Mk 7:31-37 
Saturday: 1 Kgs 12:26-32; 13:33-34; Ps 106:6-7ab,  
 19-22; Mk 8:1-10 
Sunday: Jer 17:5-8; Ps 138: 1-5, 7-8;  
 1 Cor 15:12, 16-20; Lk 6:17, 20-26 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday February 6 ~ Saturday February 12 
Sunday: Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
 Scouting Sunday 
Tuesday: St. Jerome Emiliani; St. Josephine Bakhita;  
 International Day of Prayer and Awareness  
 against Human Trafficking 
Thursday: St. Scholastica 
Friday: Our Lady of Lourdes; World Day of the 
 Sick; National Shut-in Visitation Day 
Saturday: Lincoln’s Birthday 

Saturday February 5 ~ Sunday February 13 
Saturday 
            OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am  No Intentions  
 9:00 am Joseph Perez  
  Patti & Mitch Gerner 
  (Happy 62nd Anniversary!)  
 11:00 am  No Intentions                
  1:00 pm Elena Gomez  
    Lucy Nyquist (Healing) 
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Joseph Scatera  
Wednesday   8:00 am Mary Jeanne Rogers  
Thursday        8:00 am Roberto & Mercedes Gregorio        
Friday    8:00 am    Raymond Gangnon  
Saturday   
            OLMC  4:00 pm  Edward Rubio (Healing) 
Sunday 7:30 am  No Intentions   
 9:00 am Yvonne Maisog  
  Michael Merel                                                   
                        11:00 am Adolfo Negrete  
  Mitch Woods  
    1:00 pm  No Intentions  
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Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

1-2-22 
Week 1 

1-9-22 
Week 2 

January 
Totals                                

1-16-22   
Week 3 

1-23-22    
Week 4 

1-30-22    
Week 5 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $7,874 $5,513 $26,118 $3,718 $4,105 $4,908 

OLMC $315 $1,982 $4,639 $855 $616 $871 

E-giving $2,462 $1,162 $5,558 $737 $532 $665 

Total  $10,651 $8,657 $36,315 $5,310 $5,253 $6,444 

LAST YEAR $5,297 $8,979 $39,068 $9,203 $9,814 $5,775 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $410 $100 $623 $13 $100 $0 

OLMC $15 $130 $195 $50 $0 $0 

Total $425 $230 $818 $63 $100 $0 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

"The best thing for us is not what we consider 
best, but what the Lord wants of us."   

St. Josephine Bakhita  



 

 


