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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments. Please call me at    
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 
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John the 

Baptist said, 

“Behold, the 
Lamb of God, 

Who takes 
away the sins 

of the world.” 
John  1:29 

 
 

2nd  



 

 

Every hour of the day and every season of the year have 
something special to give us, but oftentimes we cannot 
make ourselves present to meet that gift. We grasp this 
more easily for special seasons of the year. Even though 
we are sometimes unable to be very attentive to a 
season like Christmas or Easter because of various 
pressures and distractions, we know that these seasons 
are special. We know what it means when someone says: 
“This year I was just too tired and pressured to get into 
the Christmas spirit. I just missed Christmas this year!” 
 
And this isn't true just for special seasons like Christmas 
and Easter. It’s true too, perhaps especially true, for the 
season we call Ordinary Time. Each year the church 
calendar sets aside more than thirty weeks for what it 
calls “Ordinary Time,” a season within which we are 
supposed to embrace routine, regularity, domesticity, 
predictability, and ordinariness. Like seasons of high 
feast, this season too is meant to bring a special richness 
into our lives. 
 
But it's easy to miss this season and its intent. The term 
“Ordinary Time” sounds bland to us, even as we 
unconsciously long for precisely what it is meant to 
bring. We all have precious little “ordinary time” in our 
lives. 
 
As our lives grow more pressured, more tired, and more 
restless, perhaps more than anything else we long for 
ordinary time, quiet, routine, solitude, and space away 
from the hectic pace of life. For many of us the very 
expression, “ordinary time,” draws forth a sigh along 
with the question: “What's that? When did I last have 
'ordinary time' in my life?” For many of us “ordinary 
time” means mostly hurry and pressure, “the rat race,” 
“the treadmill.” 
 
Many things in our lives conspire against “ordinary time;” 
not just the busyness that robs us of leisure, but also the 
heartaches, the obsessions, the loss of health, or the 
other interruptions to the ordinary that make a mockery 
of normal routine and rhythm and rob us of even the 
sense of “ordinary time.” That's the bane of adulthood. 
 
Many of us, I suspect, remember the opposite as being 
true when we were children. I recall as a child often 
being bored. I longed almost always for a distraction, for 
someone to visit our home, for special seasons to 
celebrate (birthdays, Christmas, New Year's, Easter), for 

most anything to shake up the normal routine of 
“ordinary time.” But that’s because time moves so slowly 
for a child. When you're seven years old, one year 
constitutes one-seventh of your life. That's a long time. 
In mid-life and beyond, one year is a tiny fraction of your 
life and so time speeds up—so much so in fact that, at a 
point, you also sometimes begin to long for special 
occasions to be over with, for visitors to go home, and 
for distractions to disappear so that you can return to a 
more ordinary rhythm in your life. Routine might be 
boring, but we sleep a lot better when our lives are 
routine and the ordinary. 
 
Today there’s a rich literature in both secular and 
religious circles that speaks of the difficulties of being 
attentive to the present moment. The literature varies 
greatly in content and intent, but it agrees on one point: 
it’s extremely difficult to be attentive to the present 
moment, to be truly inside the present. It's not easy to 
live inside “ordinary time.” 
 
There's a Chinese expression that functions both as a 
blessing and a curse. You make this wish for someone: 
“May you live in interesting times!” As children, had 
someone wished that on us it would have meant a 
blessing; our lives then were replete with routine and the 
ordinary. For a child, time moves slowly. Most children 
have enough of ordinary time. 
 
However, as adults, for most of us, that wish is probably 
more curse than blessing. The pressures, heartaches, 
illnesses, losses, demands, and seemingly perpetual 
interruptions that beset our lives, though perhaps not 
normally recognized as “interesting times,” are indeed 
the antithesis of routine, regularity, domesticity, 
predictability, and ordinariness. And they deprive us of 
“ordinary time.” 
 
The church challenges us to be attentive to the various 
seasons of the year: Advent, Lent, Christmas, Easter, 
Ascension, and Pentecost. Today, I submit, it needs to 
challenge us particularly to be attentive to “ordinary 
time.” Our failure to be attentive here is perhaps our 
greatest liturgical shortcoming. 
 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  

Fr. Ron Rolheiser 



 

 

Monday 1/16 ~ Communion Service 
                 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 1/17 - Friday 1/20 ~ Daily Mass 
8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 1/18 ~  Adoration/Reconciliation 
                 6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 

Saturday 1/21 ~ Vigil for 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
          Mass at 4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 
                          Cross Catholic Outreach 

Sunday 1/22 ~ 3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time 
         Mass at 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am, St. Patrick’s 
              Spanish Mass at 1:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 
                           Cross Catholic Outreach 

January 15, 2023                                                    The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
Go Out to All the Nations, Part 1 

 
After His resurrection, Jesus gave his followers these 
instructions: “Go, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 
always, until the end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20) 
 
Since that time, there have been many religious orders 
dedicated to carrying out that command.  For the next 
two weeks, we will focus on the Jesuits and look at six 
particularly interesting missionaries.  
 
International travel today is fairly easy.  You have your 
passport, you get on a plane, and in less than a day you 
arrive at your destination. It was not so in the 16th 
century, obviously!  Not only was the journey long and 
arduous, once you arrived at your destination, you were 
often met with danger, hostility and suspicion.   
 
St. Francis Xavier was one of the first Jesuits and in 
1542, he left Spain to travel to India, the Spice Islands of 
Indonesia, Japan, and had landed on the coast of China 
when he died of an acute fever in 1552. It’s estimated 
he baptized 30,000 people, and helped open the door 
for other missions to Asia. He also advocated the 
revolutionary idea of training natives to become Priests. 
 
One of those who followed after St. Francis Xavier was 
Alessandro Vallignano, who was sent to Japan in 1566.  
He was one of the first missionaries who was permitted 
to train native men to become Priests, an important 
lesson learned from St. Francis Xavier. Vallignano was 
formally received by the ruler of Japan, and in turn he 
sent four young Japanese Christian men to Rome to 
meet the Pope, in what was perhaps the first foreign 
diplomatic exchange between Japan 
and Europe. 
 
Next week we’ll look at a few more 
brave Jesuit missionaries.  
In the peace of Christ, 
Fr. Banka  

You are invited to join us for an inspirational presentation 
on the beloved Saint and mystic, St. Ignatius of Loyola. 

 
DATE:  January 28, 2023 
TIME:  10:00 am – 2:30 pm 
CHECK-IN & CAMARADERIE: 9:30 am  
PLACE:  St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 
               Potluck Lunch at Noon 
 

Come join us and learn about our Catholic heritage as we 
explore the life and mysticism of St. Ignatius of Loyola. 
His desire to find God in all things will help you deepen 
your own personal connection with the Divine and aid 
you on your own spiritual journey. 
 
We will delve into the culture of 16th century Spain 
where Ignatius grew up, his personality, the twists and 
turns of his life, his spiritual journey, his mystical visions, 
and how those visions shaped the course of his life. There 
will be some reflection activities to aid in enhancing your 
own spirituality. 
 
This presentation is made by Ramona Harris, Spiritual 
Director, and faculty member of the Stockton Diocesan 
School of Ministry. Ramona has Master’s degrees in both 
Pastoral Studies and Education. She has authored a book 
entitled, Awakening the Mystic in You, Messages of Light 
from the Christian Mystics as well as an inspirational card 
deck, The Wisdom of the Christian Mystics. Ramona’s joy 
is to present on our inspiring Catholic mystics who have 
much to teach us.  
 

Our prayers go with Fr. Banka as 
he travels to India.  May he have 
peace and joy as he reunites 
with his family and friends, and 
may he return again to us safely. 



 

 

Faith Formation and  
Spiritual Growth 

 
Think how great a warm fire feels on these 
cold winter days. Now imagine that fire is 
coming from the Holy Spirit! What better 

way to warm your heart and soul than to build a deeper 
relationship with the Holy Spirit. 
 
The Holy Spirit desires to be present to us in a manner 
that brings light out of darkness, freedom out of 
bondage, order out of chaos, and life out of death. 
 
“The Wild Goose” is an unforgettable journey that you 
shouldn't miss. Join Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR, and our At 
One With the Spirit team in this incredible 14-part video 
and discussion series which will awaken God's 
transforming power in the hearts of all who participate. 
Discover the Holy Spirit who has been revealed to us by 
Jesus Christ and who leads us to our heavenly Father.  
 

Monday sessions, 6:00 pm 
Wednesday sessions, 9:00 am 

St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 
For more information: 

atonewiththespirit@stpatssonora.org 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Margaret Burton 
Roger Clark 
David Costa 

Gerardo Diaz 
Sue Froseth 

Manuel Gamboa 
A. J. Holmes 
Jim Kubasek  

Barbara Lema 
David Mesh 
Jim Napier 

Barbara North 
Gloria Patania 

Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 

Sebastian Ruiz 
Connie Scott 

Barbara Sweeney 

INTO YOUR HANDS, O LORD,      

we commend the soul of   

Eriq Wilson 
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,  

and let perpetual light shine upon him.  
May he rest in peace. 

SoulCollage 2023 ~ A Fresh Start with the Holy Spirit! 
 
Looking for a different path to prayer and self-discovery?  

 
Join us for “SoulCollage” -  a fun and 
intuitive way of exploring your life, deep 
self, and the Divine Spirit.  You do not have 
to be artistic to create these simple and 
effective prayer cards. Bring old magazines, 
scissors, and open your heart to wherever 
the Spirit is leading you! You will create 
Prayer Cards that give you visual images to 
focus on and help you center yourself 
while you pray. 

 
Starts Saturday, January 21 

10:00 am—12:00 pm 
St. Patrick’s Parish Hall, Rm 1 

Perhaps you noticed that this year we 
didn’t celebrate the Baptism of the Lord 
on the Sunday after Epiphany (today), but 
instead on last Monday, the day after 
Epiphany. Why the shift? It all has to do 
with regional calendars.  

 
Within certain general boundaries, every national 
conference of bishops is able to set its own liturgical 
calendar according to how it is felt to benefit the people 
in that region most. So, for example, the Epiphany of the 
Lord is celebrated January 6 on the Church’s universal 
calendar. But the bishops of the United States decided 
that, for the benefit of the faithful, it would be better for 
Epiphany to be celebrated on a Sunday every year. So 
here in the United States we see Epiphany’s date vary 
from January 2 to January 8.  
 
The biggest problem this presents is that the Baptism of 
the Lord, which is normally celebrated on the Sunday 
after the Epiphany, would push back the whole liturgical 
calendar by a week on the years when the Sunday 
celebration of the Epiphany falls on January 7 or 8, 
putting the U.S. out of sync with the rest of the Catholic 
world at least until Lent. To avoid that scenario, the U. S. 
bishops decreed that in those years the Baptism of the 
Lord would fall on the Monday after Epiphany, leaving 
the rest of the calendar intact. 
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Friday, February 3 ~ First Friday, Mass 8:00 am, 
                                     Adoration 8:30 am - 3:30 pm 
Wednesday, February 22 ~ Ash Wednesday, Lent begins 
Friday, March 3 ~ First Friday, Mass 8:00 am, 
                                 Adoration 8:30 am - 3:30 pm 
Friday, March 17 ~ St. Patrick’s Day 
Thursday, March 30 ~ Chrism Mass at the Cathedral 
Sunday, April 2 ~ Palm Sunday 
Sunday, April 9 ~ Easter Sunday 

January 15, 2023                                                    The Second Sunday in Ordinary Time                          

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday January 16 ~ Sunday January 22 

Monday: Heb 5:1-10; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 2:18-22 
Tuesday: Heb 6:10-20; Ps 111:1-2, 4-5, 9, 10c;  
 Mk 2:23-28 
Wednesday: Heb 7:1-3, 15-17; Ps 110:1-4; Mk 3:1-6 
Thursday: Heb 7:25 — 8:6; Ps 40:7-10, 17; Mk 3:7-12 
Friday: Heb 8:6-13; Ps 85:8, 10-14; Mk 3:13-19 
Saturday: Heb 9:2-3, 11-14; Ps 47:2-3, 6-9;  
 Mk 3:20-21 
Sunday: Is 8:23 — 9:3; Ps 27:1, 4, 13-14;  
 1 Cor 1:10-13, 17; Mt 4:12-23 [12-17] 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday January 15 ~ Saturday January 21 
Sunday: Second Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Tuesday: St. Anthony 
Wednesday: Week of Prayer for Christian Unity begins 
Thursday: Julian Calendar Theophany (Epiphany) 
Friday: St. Fabian; St. Sebastian 
Saturday: St. Agnes 

Saturday January 14 ~ Sunday January 22 
Saturday           
          OLMC 4:00 pm  Pope Benedict  
Sunday 7:30 am Clay Sweeney    
  Ray Hilgersom  
                         9:00 am Deceased members of the YLI   
  Thomas Merel                                     
                        11:00 am Bernie & Lorna Wick   
    (Anniversary)                           
 1:00 pm Carlos and Marcos Balbuena  
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Don Christmas  
Wednesday   8:00 am  No Intentions 
Thursday        8:00 am  Ann Kellogg  
Friday    8:00 am   Sharon Le Chevallier (Blessing) 
Saturday           
          OLMC 4:00 pm  Mary Barba  
Sunday 7:30 am Bob Julian    
  Gerard & Margret Hilgersom  
    (Healing)                          
 9:00 am Tete Arellano  
  Lizbeth Gutierrez                                     
                       11:00 am     No Intentions                   
                         1:00 pm  No Intentions 

Weekly Goal 

$ 10,000 
1-01-23 
Week 1  

1-08-23 
Week 2 

January 
Totals            

To Date        

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $6,689 $4,791 $11,480 

OLMC $846 $1, 061 $1,907 

E-giving $1,625 $6,870 $8,495 

Total  $9,160 $12,722 $21,882 

LAST YEAR $11,823 $8,657 $20,480 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $1,043 $225 $1,268 

OLMC $115 $35 $150 

Total $1,158 $260 $1,418 

Additional Christmas: St. Pat’s $580 
Additional Mary, Holy Mother: St. Pat’s $145; OLMC $50 

Parish Services: St. Pat’s $676; OLMC $118 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

Cross Catholic Outreach 
 

Next weekend, January 21-22, Fr. Cao from Cross 
Catholic Outreach will be presiding at all our Masses, and 
will tell us about his mission to serve the poorest of the 
poor by providing food, water, shelter, and education, all 
while spreading the Good News.   

Please give Fr. Cao a warm welcome! 



 

 


