
 

 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
or by appt. 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
  8:00 am 
 Sunday 
  7:30 am 
  9:00 am                               
11:00 am 

                               1:00 pm 
Reconciliation: Wednesday 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, or by appt. 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
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Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Michael Tippett, Deacon 
Steven Kristensen,  
              Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
             Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
            Administrative Assistant 

Contact Us 
Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  1-209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
1-209-532-7139  
Ext. 107 (Sonora) 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments. Please call me at    
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

 
Mary, 

the Holy 
Mother 
of God 

 
January 1 

2023 
 

 
He was 
named 

Jesus, the 
name given 

Him by the 
angel 

before  
He was 

conceived 
in the 

womb. 
Luke 2:21 



 

 

“Let it be done unto me according to your 
will,” Mary said. A real Archangel had 
appeared, handing out shocking news. What 
a jolt the Annunciation must have been for 
someone so unassuming, so self-effacing as 
Mary. Did she flinch? No. She reacted with 
calm. She said simply, “I accept. Tell me how 

this wonderful birth will happen.” 
 
But the series of events that followed do not seem to 
warrant calm. Mary became a betrothed woman found 
pregnant. Her husband-to-be had been about to divorce 
her until an angel explained things to him in a dream. 
 
And since walking was the usual mode of transportation 
in those days, sometimes for astonishing distances, the 
census call did not make her promise easy. It was the last 
part of her pregnancy—the most difficult time of all to 
travel from Nazareth in the far north of Israel down to 
Bethlehem, which is south of Jerusalem. Not an 
impossible distance, but in the last month of pregnancy, 
a real challenge. This was God’s will and she had 
accepted it. Joseph in his kindness got a donkey for Mary 
to ride. 
 
When they finally got to Bethlehem, a very small village, 
the inn had no room for them. And there is nothing in 
scripture about a cave. The most likely place would have 
been some kind of barn or stable for domestic animals, 
since the infant was “lying in a manger.” This birth was 
not bathed in satin finery, not luxurious. Jesus was born 
into poverty and discomfort. 
 
This Sunday we see Mary just days after the grueling 
journey and the amazing birth. She is carrying out the 
promise she made to Gabriel. All is well. The child is 
healthy and cute, and the angels, unable to contain their 
joy, have once more danced into Mary’s life. Even the 
animals understand. It is breathtaking. 
 
It would seem that Mary’s calm would now seek some 
quiet and rest after all that had happened. But no. 
Unkempt shepherds, straight from the fields, “went in 
haste” to the shelter, announcing in their craggy voices 
that they knew who this baby is. Angels had told them. 
Wise men, or as we now say, kings, found the holy 
shelter and barged right in, bearing royal gifts. 
 
Does this all impinge on Mary’s peace? No. She is good to 
her word. The Gospel says that she quietly "kept all these 

things, reflecting on them in her heart.” 
 
How could she do this? Part of it was her personality, of 
course, but even more, it was the presence of God deep 
within her, so deep that she let her life become one with 
his, and produced a son. Life on this earth is never free 
from hazards and setbacks and stunning difficulties, but 
as Mary let her heart reflect, and as she watched each 
movement of the newborn baby, she breathed in a 
holiness, a degree of holiness that even she had not 
known before.  
 
“May it be done unto me according to your will.” Her 
acceptance was complete. 
 
As we witness this calm, within a crowded, difficult, 
surprising stable, as we keep the picture of it within our 
own hearts, may each of us be able to echo her words, 
“May it be done unto me according to your will.” 

 
Fr. John Foley 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

© 2022 Fr. John B. Foley.  All rights reserved.  Permission is 
hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use. Fr. 
Foley is a composer and scholar at St. Louis University. 

Pray for Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI 
 
Pope Francis asks all the faithful to pray for his 
predecessor, Pope Emeritus Benedict XVI. 
 
The 95-year-old retired Pope "is sustaining the church in 
silence," Pope Francis said. "Remember him. Ask the 
Lord to console him and sustain him in his witness of 
love for the Church, until the very end.”  
 
Matteo Bruni, director of the Vatican press office, said on 
December 28, "I can confirm that in the last few hours 
there has been a worsening (of Pope Benedict's health) 
due to advancing age. The situation at the moment 
remains under control, constantly followed by doctors."  
 
In a statement to reporters the next day, Bruni said the 
retired pope had rested well overnight and "is absolutely 
lucid and alert, although his condition remains serious.” 
 
"Pope Francis renews his invitation to pray for Pope 
Benedict, and accompany him in these difficult hours," 
Bruni added. 

(Catholic News Service) 



 

 

Faith Formation and  
Spiritual Growth 

 
Think how great a warm fire feels on these cold winter 
days. Now imagine that fire is coming from the Holy 
Spirit! What better way to warm your heart and soul 
than to build a deeper relationship with the Holy Spirit. 
 
The gift of the Holy Spirit is not merely something 
reserved for Confirmation. The Spirit desires a 
relationship with us that will take us on the greatest 
adventure imaginable: a journey to the very heart of 
God. The Holy Spirit desires to be present to us in a 
manner that brings light out of darkness, freedom out 
of bondage, order out of chaos, and life out of death. 

 
“The Wild Goose” is an unforgettable 
journey that you shouldn't miss. Join 
Fr. Dave Pivonka, TOR, and our At One 
With the Spirit team in this incredible 
14-part video and discussion series 
which will awaken God's transforming 
power in the hearts of all who 
participate. Discover the Holy Spirit 

who has been revealed to us by Jesus Christ and who 
leads us to our heavenly Father.  
 

Monday sessions beginning Jan 9, 6:00 pm 
Wednesday sessions beginning Jan 11, 9:00 am 

St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 
For more information: 

atonewiththespirit@stpatssonora.org 
 

Monday 1/2 ~ Communion Service 
                 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 1/3 - Friday 1/6 ~ Daily Mass 
8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 1/4 ~  Adoration/Reconciliation 
                 6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 

Friday 1/6 ~ First Friday 
           Adoration 8:30 am—3:30 pm, St. Patrick’s  

Saturday 1/7 ~ Vigil for Epiphany 
          Mass at 4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mt. Carmel 

Sunday 1/8 ~ Epiphany 
    Mass at 7:30, 9:00 and 11:00 am, St. Patrick’s 
    Spanish Mass at 1:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 

January 1, 2023                                                               Mary, the Holy Mother of God 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
Happy New Year! 

 
It’s a new year, and so we all get out our new 2023 
calendars and turn the page to January.  But did you 
know there are a few other calendars still in use in the 
world that are different from ours?  And that there is a 
strong Catholic connection to the way we keep track of 
days, weeks, and months? 
 
The calendar in use today is called the Gregorian 
Calendar, after Pope Gregory XIII. In 1582, Pope Gregory 
proclaimed this calendar had a more accurate solar 
dating system than the previous Julian Calendar, which 
was in use at the time. This new calendar was quickly 
adopted by the predominantly Catholic countries of 
Europe, gradually by the Protestant countries as well, 
and eventually by the entire world.    
 
It would be very confusing for any country to operate on 
a global level with a different calendar from the rest of 
the world, and so all nations use the Gregorian calendar, 
at least for civil purposes. A few countries also retain a 
different, traditional calendar for their own use. 
 
The Julian Calendar is still the liturgical calendar for the 
Easter Orthodox religions.  Similarly, the Jewish Calendar 
is used to determine Jewish holidays and religious 
observances. Islamic countries use the Gregorian 
calendar for secular life, but for religious purposes they 
use the Islamic calendar. 
 
China, being a much older civilization, considers this 
year to be 4720, not 2023! Although modern-day China 
uses the Gregorian calendar, the traditional Chinese 
calendar determines holidays, and gives the traditional 
“lucky” dates within a year which people use to select 
days for weddings, funerals, or starting a business. 
 
A new year is a time for resolutions, a fresh start, and 
new beginnings.  Let’s all resolve to keep Christ at the 
center of our lives, no matter what else is swirling 
around us! 
 
Wishing you all the blessings and hopes of a new year, 
Fr. Banka  



 

 

 
Friday, January 6 ~ First Friday, Mass 8:00 am,  
Adoration 8:30 am—3:30 pm, St. Patrick’s Church 
Sunday, January 8 ~ Epiphany  
Wednesday, January 11 ~ Religious Education resumes 
Wednesday, February 22 ~ Ash Wednesday, Lent begins 
Sunday, April 9 ~ Easter Sunday 

Attn: Lectors, Altar Servers,  
and Ushers 

 
Your Schedules for the 1st Quarter of 
2023 (Jan-Feb-March) are ready to be 

picked up after Mass or in the Parish Office.  
 
They are also posted online: 

www.stpatssonora.org/ministry-schedules.  
Thank you for your ministry! 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Margaret Burton 
Roger Clark 
David Costa 

Gerardo Diaz 
Sue Froseth 

Manuel Gamboa 
A. J. Holmes 

Ski Kalischewski 
Jim Kubasek  

Barbara Lema 
David Mesh 

Joan Montesano 
Jim Napier 

Barbara North 
Gloria Patania 

Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 

Sebastian Ruiz 
Connie Scott 

Barbara Sweeney INTO YOUR HANDS, O LORD,      

we commend the soul of   

Christine Brick 
Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord,  

and let perpetual light shine upon her.  
May she rest in peace. 

All Parishioners please note: 
St. Patrick’s Parish Office will be closed from Monday, 
December 26 through Monday, January 2.  The office 
will reopen on Tuesday, January 3. 

Attn: All parents with children in Religious Education 
Classes will resume on Wednesday, January 11th!  

(Not January 4th)  
 
Our apologies for any inconvenience or confusion, and 
we look forward to welcoming your kids back to Faith  
Formation on the 11th! 

St. Patrick’s Altar and Rosary Society 
will hold an important meeting on 
Tuesday, January 3, at  10:00 am in 
Room 1 of St. Patrick’s Parish Hall.  All 
ladies of the Parish are invited. 

Silent Adoration of the Eucharistic Christ 
was essential to Edith Stein's  spirituality. 
Despite her hectic teaching schedule, she 
would spend hours in silent prayer, kneeling 
motionless before the Blessed Sacrament, 
sometimes passing the entire night in such 

devotion.  The presence of Jesus in the Eucharist would 
become the organizing center of her life, the beginning 
and end of all her activities.                            
("The Holy Hour,” Word on Fire) 

 
 

First Friday Adoration ~ January 3 
Mass 8:00 am, Adoration 8:30 am—3:30pm 

 

A Time for Mercy/Rachel's Vineyard 
Retreat for Post-Abortion Healing 

March 10-12, 2023 
 

Rachel’s Vineyard retreats are a safe place to renew, 
rebuild and redeem hearts broken by abortion. Retreats 
are confidential and non-judgmental, offered in the 
Catholic tradition and open to all women and men 
wounded by abortion.  

All inquiries are strictly confidential: Dolores Dunphy 
(951) 325-7702 or email RVTemecula@verizon.net  

Early registration recommended. Space is limited!  

Web Site: www.atimeformercy.org  
General Info: www.rachelsvineyard.org 
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READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday December 26 ~ Sunday January 1 

Monday: 1 Jn 2:22-28; Ps 98:1-4; Jn 1:19-28 
Tuesday: 1 Jn 2:29 — 3:6; Ps 98:1, 3cd-6; Jn 1:29-34 
Wednesday: 1 Jn 3:7-10; Ps 98:1, 7-9; Jn 1:35-42 
Thursday: 1 Jn 3:11-21; Ps 100:1b-5; Lk 4:14-22a 
Friday: 1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20;  
 Mk 1:7-11 or Lk 3:23-28 [23, 31-34, 36, 38] 
Saturday: 1 Jn 5:14-21; Sal 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 2:1-11 
Sunday: Is 60:1-6; Ps 72:1-2, 7-8, 10-13;  
 Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6; Mt 2:1-12 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday January 1 ~ Saturday January 7 
Sunday: Mary, the Holy Mother of God;  
 The Octave Day of the Nativity of the Lord;  
 World Day of Prayer for Peace;  
 New Year’s Day 
Monday: Ss. Basil the Great and Gregory Nazianzen 
Tuesday: The Most Holy Name of Jesus 
Wednesday: St. Elizabeth Ann Seton 
Thursday: St. John Neumann 
Friday: St. André Bessette; First Friday 
Saturday: St. Raymond of Penyafort; First Saturday;  
 Julian Calendar Christmas 

Saturday December 31 ~ Sunday January 8 
Saturday           
          OLMC 4:00 pm  Souls in Purgatory  
 St. Patrick’s Midnight Kerry & Judy Wilder   
  Cooper Gookin  
Sunday  
                          8:00 am Clay Sweeney    
  Tomas & Rosalinda Moitoso  
                        10:00 am Jack McCoy   
  La Von & Jack Woodcock                                     
                          1:00 pm Raul Gamboa  
  Roger & Maria Clark (Anniversary) 
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Lynn Hoffman (Blessings) 
Wednesday   8:00 am Bobby & Kathleen Diebold  
    (Blessings) 
Thursday        8:00 am  Sam Wein  
  John Merel  
Friday    8:00 am   Ramon & Maria Gordils  
Saturday           
          OLMC 4:00 pm  Barbara Thorne  
Sunday   
     7:30 am Doris Smith    
  Erna Baker (Healing) 
                         9:00 am Jim Meuli   
  Anthony Myers                                     
                       11:00 am    Mitch Woods                     
                         1:00 pm  No Intentions 

Weekly Goal 

$ 10,000 
12-04-22 
Week 49  

12-11-22 
Week 50 

December 
Totals         

12-18-22 
Week 51 

12-25-22 
Week 52 

 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $7,916 $4,386 $28,556 $4,745 $11,509 

OLMC $990 $1,052 $5,637 $1,037 $2,558 

E-giving $2,095 $435 $4,495 $1,725 $240 

Total  $11,001 $5,873 $38,688 $7,507 14,307 

LAST YEAR $10,597 $15,499 $49,888 $9,728 14,064 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $998 $165 $1,620 $90 $367 

OLMC $75 $85 $260 $0 $100 

Total $1,073 $250 $1,880 $90 $467 

St. Anne’s (Christmas) $997 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

The mind of Christ is to 
be learned in the 

family.  
 

Strength of character 
may be acquired at work,  
but beauty of character 

is learned at home.  
(Henry Drummond) 



 

 


