
 

 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
or by appt. 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
  8:00 am 
 Sunday 
  7:30 am 
  9:00 am                               
11:00 am 
  1:00 pm 

Reconciliation: Wednesday 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, or by appt. 

 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
   Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Melissa Knobloch,  
                   Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

Contact Us 
Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  1-209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
1-209-532-7139  
Ext. 107 (Sonora) 
Ext. 111 (Big Oak Flat) 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments. Please call me at    
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

 

The 

 Fourth Sunday of  

March 27, 2022 

Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment,  
so that those who do not see might see,  

and those who do see might become blind.” (John 9:39) 



 

 

God never overpowers, never twists arms, never pushes 
you into something so as to take away your freedom. 
God respects our freedom and is never a coercive force. 
And nowhere is this more true than in what is revealed in 
the resurrection of Jesus. The Gospels assure us that, like 
his birth, the resurrection was physical, real, not just 
some alteration inside the consciousness of believers. 
After the resurrection, we are assured, Jesus' tomb was 
empty, people could touch Him, He ate food with them, 
He was not a ghost. 
 
But His rising from the dead was not a brute slap in the 
face to his critics, a non-negotiable fact that left skeptics 
with nothing to say. The resurrection didn't make a big 
splash. It was not some spectacular event that exploded 
into the world as the highlight on the evening news. It 
had the same dynamics as the incarnation itself: after he 
rose from the dead, Jesus was seen by some, but not by 
others; understood by some, but not by others. Some 
got His meaning and it changed their lives, others were 
indifferent to Him, and still others understood what had 
happened, hardened their hearts against it, and tried to 
destroy its truth. 
 
Notice how this parallels, almost perfectly, what 
happened at the birth of Jesus: the baby was real, not a 
ghost, but He was seen by some, but not by others and 
the event was understood by some but not by others. 
Some got its meaning and it changed their lives, others 
were indifferent and their lives went on as before, while 
still others (like Herod) sensed its meaning but hardened 
their hearts against it and tried to destroy the child. 
 
Why the difference? What makes some see the 
resurrection while others do not? What lets some 
understand the mystery and embrace it, while others are 
left in indifference or hatred? 
 
Hugo of St. Victor used to say: love is the eye! When we 
look at anything through the eyes of love, we see 
correctly, understand, and properly appropriate its 
mystery. The reverse is also true. When we look at 
anything through eyes that are jaded, cynical, jealous, or 
bitter, we will not see correctly, will not understand, and 
will not properly appropriate its mystery. We see this in 
how the Gospel of John describes the events of Easter 
Sunday. Jesus has risen, but, first of all, only the person 
who is driven by love, Mary Magdalene goes out in 
search of Him. The others remain as they are, locked 
inside their own worlds. But love seeks out its beloved 

and Mary Magdalene goes out, spices in hand, wanting 
at least to embalm His dead body. She finds His grave 
empty and runs back to Peter and the beloved disciple 
and tells them the tomb is empty. The two race off 
together, towards the tomb, but the disciple whom Jesus 
loved out runs Peter and gets to the tomb first, but he 
doesn't enter, he waits for Peter (authority) to go in first. 
Peter enters the empty tomb, sees the linens that had 
covered the body of Jesus, but does not understand. 
Then the beloved disciple, love, enters. He sees and he 
does understand. Love grasps the mystery; love is the 
eye. It lets us see and understand the resurrection. 
 
That is why, after the resurrection, some saw Jesus but 
others did not. Some understood the resurrection while 
others did not. Those with the eyes of love saw and 
understood. Those without the eyes of love either didn't 
see anything or were perplexed or upset by what they 
did see. 
 
There are lots of ways to be blind. I remember an Easter 
Sunday some years ago when I was a young graduate 
student in San Francisco. Easter Sunday was late that 
year and it was a spectacularly beautiful spring day. But 
on that particular day I was mostly blind to what was 
around me. I was young, homesick, alone on Easter 
Sunday, and nursing a huge heartache, which colored 
everything I was seeing and feeling. Easter Sunday in 
spring, in high sunshine, but, for what I was seeing, it 
might as well have been midnight on Good Friday, in the 
dead of winter. 
 
Lonely and nursing a heartache, I took a walk to calm my 
restlessness. At the entrance of a park, I saw a blind 
beggar holding a sign that read: it's spring and I'm blind! 
The irony wasn't lost on me. I was blind that day, more 
blind than that beggar, seeing neither spring nor the 
resurrection. What I was seeing were only those things 
that reflected what was going on inside my own heart. 
 
Christ is risen, though we might not see Him! We don't 
always notice spring. The miraculous doesn't force itself 
on us. It's there, to be seen, but whether we see or not, 
and what precisely we do see, depends mainly upon 
what's going on inside our own hearts. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

© 2021 Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  

Fr. Ron Rolheiser 



 

 

INTO YOUR HANDS, O LORD,      

we commend the soul of   

Carole Slicton 
 

  Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon her. 

Funeral Mass to be held on April 2, 11:00 am 

Monday 3/28 ~ COMMUNION SERVICE 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 3/29 - Friday 4/1 ~ Daily Mass 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s church, Sonora 

Tuesday 3/29 ~ Lenten Penance Service 
                 6:30 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Friday 4/1 ~ Lenten Penance Service 
     4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat   

Friday 4/1~ Stations of the Cross 
                   6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 4/2 ~ Vigil Mass for Fifth Sunday of Lent 
       4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 4/3 ~ Fifth Sunday of Lent 
    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, 1:00 pm (Spanish) 
                      St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

March 27, 2022                                                                       The Fourth Sunday of Lent 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
The Pipe Organ 

 
As we begin the holy season of Lent, we are called to 
look inward, to pray, to repent, and to reflect on the 
great sacrifice Christ made on the Cross, a sacrifice for 
us so that we may have eternal life. We continue our 
look “inward” at St. Patrick’s church, as we reflect on 
different physical aspects of our unique and historical 
building, our own sacred space. 
 
Next time you’re inside St. Patrick’s, take a moment to 
turn around and gaze up at our beautiful and historic 
pipe organ.  It sits above us in the choir loft, and has 
been there for about 110 years!  
 
Our organ was built by Thomas W. Whalley, who 
constructed organs in Oakland and Berkeley in the early 
1900s.  There are records of 11 pipe organs that he built 
and sold to churches in Northern California, and of 
those 11, only 5 are known to still be in working order. 
 
One of the other Whalley organs still in use today is at 
St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church in Santa Rosa, CA.  
Their organ was finished in 1909, and our organ was 
finished in 1910 and delivered in 1911, so I imagine the 
work on both organs was going on at the same time.  
Both organs look very similar, and if you are ever in 
Santa Rosa, you could attend Mass at St. Rose and see if 
they sound similar! 
 
We are so thankful and blessed to have one of the few 
remaining instruments of Mr. Whalley, and with the 
skilled efforts of Phil Browning of Modesto, an organ 
repair and restoration specialist, we 
hope and pray to keep it for a long 
time to come! 
 
In the mercy of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

Stations of the Cross                 
Every Friday evening during Lent 

 
Please join us for this wonderful Lenten 
tradition as we come together as a 
community of faith to pray and 
remember His sacrifice on the Cross. 

 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Big Oak Flat ~ 4:00 pm 

St. Patrick’s, Sonora ~ 6:00 pm 
 

 

Tuesday, March 29 ~ 6:30 pm    

St. Patrick’s Sonora 

 

Friday, April 1 ~ 4:00 pm  

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

 
Behold, NOW is a very acceptable time; behold, NOW is 
the day of salvation!" (2 Corinthians 6:2)  

Parishioners please note: There will be NO Wednesday 
evening Adoration/Reconciliation  this week. 



 

 

Attn: Lectors, EMHC,  
Altar Servers, and Ushers: 

Your Schedules for the 2nd Quarter 
of 2022 (April, May, June) are ready 
to be picked up.  They are in the 
basket at the back of the church, 

organized alphabetically by last name. You can also 
pick them up in the Parish Office during the week.  

 Thank you for your ministry! 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Warren Belisle 

Roger Clark 
Marjorie Clennon 
Faustina Coleman 

David Costa 
Jose Luis Diaz 

Manuel Gamboa 
A. J. Holmes 

Don Kellogg 
Bill Kiesling 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 

Edward Rubio 
Connie Scott 

Roger Stevens 
Jackie Tucker 

Thursday, April 7 ~ Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of the   
                                   Annunciation, Stockton 6:00 pm 
Sunday, April 10 ~ Palm Sunday 
 

TRIDUUM Schedule  
Thursday, April 14 ~ Holy Thursday 

Mass at 4:00 pm, OLMC 
Mass at 6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 

Friday, April 15 ~ Good Friday 
Service begins at 2:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 

Saturday, April 16 ~ Easter Vigil 
Service begins at 8:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 

Sunday, April 17 ~ Easter Sunday 
Masses at 8:00 and 10:00 am, OLMC 
Mass at 10:00 am, St. Patrick’s 
Mass at 12:00 pm, St. Anne’s 
 

Saturday, April 23 ~ Confirmation Mass, 10:00 am 
Sunday, April 24 ~ Divine Mercy Sunday 
Saturday, April 30 ~ 1st Holy Communion Mass, 11:00 

 

 
 

As part of our Parish’s Lenten journey, we are showing 
the FORMED series “Forgiven: The Transforming Power 
of Confession.” These sessions have been carefully 
designed to help Catholics more deeply encounter the 
great gift of God’s mercy in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation and to help this sacrament become a 
regular part of their spiritual journey.  
 
The series has started and will continue until Holy Week, 
but you can still join us!  Each session should last about 
60-90 minutes. The videos are roughly 30 minutes, 
followed by a group discussion. 
     
Each session will be offered at two separate times: 
Monday evenings at 6:00 pm, and Wednesday mornings 
at 9:00 am (following Morning Mass and Rosary). Both 
Spanish and English will be shown at those times. Light 
refreshments will be served.  Please join us! 
 

Session 3: 
Monday March 28, 6:00 pm  

Wednesday March 30, 9:00 am 
St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 

Classrooms to be determined - signs will be posted! 
 

Let’s take this journey together, as one family in Christ 

“Synodality is the way of being 
the Church today according to 
the will of God, in a dynamic of 
discerning  and listening together 
to the voice of the Holy Spirit.” 

                           Pope Francis 
 

Bishop Cotta encourages all people of the Diocese of 
Stockton to go online and participate in the Synod.   

Let your voice be heard - it only takes a few minutes!  
Go to: www.surveymonkey.com/r/Synod2023 



 

 

March 27, 2022                                                                      The Fourth Sunday of Lent                   

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday March 28 ~ Sunday April 3 

Monday: Is 65:17-21; Ps 30:2, 4-6, 11-13b;  
 Jn 4:43-54 
Tuesday: Ez 47:1-9, 12; Ps 46:2-3, 5-6, 8-9; Jn 5:1-16 
Wednesday: Is 49:8-15; Ps 145:8-9, 13cd-14, 17-18;  
 Jn 5:17-30 
Thursday: Ex 32:7-14; Ps 106:19-23; Jn 5:31-47 
Friday: Wis 2:1a, 12-22; Ps 34:17-21, 23;  
 Jn 7:1-2, 10, 25-30 
Saturday: Jer 11:18-20; Ps 7:2-3, 9bc-12; Jn 7:40-53 
Sunday: Is 43:16-21; Ps 126:1-6; Phil 3:8-14;  
 Jn 8:1-11;  
 Alternate readings (Year A):  
 Ez 37:12-14; Ps 130:1-8; Rom 8:8-11;  
 Jn 11:1-45 [3-7, 17, 20-27, 33b-45] 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday March 27 ~ Saturday April 2 
Sunday: Fourth Sunday of Lent 
Friday: First Friday; Abstinence; April Fool’s Day 
Saturday: St. Francis of Paola; First Saturday 

Saturday March 26 ~ Sunday April 3 
Saturday 
            OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Ambrea Penney  
  Clay Sweeney  
 9:00 am Lizbeth Gutierrez   
 11:00 am Mitch Woods           
   1:00 pm Judith Mendoza 
     (Happy Birthday!) 
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Tom Steenwyk   
Wednesday   8:00 am Jennie Castillo  
Thursday        8:00 am Tomas & Rosalinda Moitoso        
Friday    8:00 am    Merrit Cross  
  Ron Grolle  
Saturday   
            OLMC  4:00 pm  Felipe Silveira   
Sunday 7:30 am Clay Sweeney   
 9:00 am Sharon Sowa                                                                           
  Rueben Bacci                          
 11:00 am Matt Cushman  
   1:00 pm Maria Pulido  
    Raul Gamboa   

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

3-6-22 
Week 10 

March 
Totals 

To Date                               

3-13-22     
Week 11 

3-20-22 
Week 12 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $12,041 $23,137 $6,808 $4,288 

OLMC $6,595 $7,705 $550 $560 

E-giving $2,460 $3,480 $685 $335 

Total  $21,096 $34,322 $8,043 $5,183 

LAST YEAR $10,595 $24,141 $7,519 $6,027 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $815 $980 $90 $75 

OLMC $75 $155 $40 $40 

Total $890 $1,135 $130 $115 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

St. Patrick’s Parish Lenten Mission 
Friday, April 8, 2022 
11:00 am - 12:00 pm 

St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 
Fr. Yesobu Banka presents: 

 
The Seven Last Words  

Of Christ On The Cross 
 
Please join us for a time of inspiration 
and spiritual growth as we reflect on 
the spoken words of Christ while on 
the Cross. The presentation will be 
followed by a potluck lunch. 

All are welcome! 

The Bulletin 
editor 

apologizes for 
not totaling 

the offertory 
last week! 



 

 


