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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.”
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you! Our hope is all who come to
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ. By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel. If you would like more information about
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org. If you
are new to the area, please request a new member packet. I would like
to meet all of you! I am available for appointments. Please call me at
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.
In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish

There are different kinds of power and different kinds of
authority. There is military power, muscle power,
political power, economic power, moral power,
charismatic power, and psychological power, among
other things. There are different kinds of authority too:
We can be bitterly forced into acquiescing to certain
demands or we can be gently persuaded into accepting
them. Power and authority are not all of a kind.
Imagine four persons in a room: the first is a powerful
dictator who rules a country. His word commands armies
and his shifting moods intimidate subordinates. He
wields a brutal power. Next to him sits a gifted athlete at
the peak of his physical prowess, a man whose quickness
and strength have few equals. His skills are a graceful
power for which he is much admired and envied. The
third person is a rock star whose music and charisma can
electrify an audience and fill a room with a soulful
energy. Her face is on billboards and she is a household
name. That's still another kind of power. Finally, we have
too in the room a newborn, a baby, lying in its crib,
seemingly without any power or strength whatsoever,
unable to even ask for what it needs. Which of these is
ultimately the most powerful?
The irony is that the baby ultimately wields the greatest
power. The athlete could crush it, the dictator could kill
it, and the rock star could out-glow it in sheer dynamism,
but the baby has a different kind of power. It can touch
hearts in a way that a dictator, an athlete, or a rock star
cannot. Its innocent, wordless presence, without physical
strength, can transform a room and a heart in a way that
guns, muscle, and charisma cannot. We watch our
language and actions around a baby, less so around
athletes and rock stars. The powerlessness of a baby
touches us at a deeper moral place.
And this is the way we find and experience God’s power
here on earth, sometimes to our great frustration, and
this is the way that Jesus was deemed powerful during
his lifetime. All the Gospels make this clear, from
beginning to end. Jesus was born as a baby, powerless,
and he died hanging helplessly on a cross with
bystanders mocking his powerlessness. Yet both his birth
and his death manifest the kind of power upon which we
can ultimately build our lives.
The Gospels describe Jesus’ power and authority in
exactly this way. In Greek, the original language of the
Gospels, we find three words for power or authority. We

easily recognize the first two: energy and dynamic. But
when the Gospels speak of Jesus as “having great power”
and as having a power beyond that of other religious
figures, they use a third word, exousia, which might be
best rendered as vulnerability. Jesus’ real power was
rooted in a certain vulnerability, like the powerlessness
of a child.
This isn't an easy concept to grasp since our idea of
power is normally rooted in the opposite, namely, the
notion that power lies in the ability to overwhelm, not
underwhelm, others. And yet we understand this, at
least somewhat, in our experience of babies, who can
overpower us precisely by their powerlessness. Around a
baby, as most every mother and father has learned, we
not only watch our language and try not to have bitter
arguments; we also try to be better, more loving persons.
Metaphorically, a baby has the power to do an exorcism.
It can cast out the demons of self-absorption and
selfishness in us. That's why Jesus could cast out certain
demons that others could not.
And that’s how God’s power forever lies within our world
and within our lives, asking for our patience. Christ, as
Annie Dillard says, is always found in our lives just as he
was originally found, a helpless baby in the straw who
must be picked up and nurtured into maturity. But we
are forever wanting something else, namely, a God who
would come and clean up the world and satisfy our thirst
for justice by showing some raw muscle power and
banging some heads here and now.
We are impatient with quiet, moral power that demands
infinite patience and a long-term perspective. We want a
hero, someone with the blazing guns of a Hollywood
superhero but the heart of a Mother Theresa. The guns
of the world blasting away evil, that's what we want from
our God, not the power of a baby lying mute and helpless
against the cruel powers of our time. Like the Israelites
facing the Philistines, we are reluctant to send a
shepherd boy against an ironclad giant. We want divine
power in iron, muscles, guns, and charisma.
But that's not the way intimacy, peace, and God are
found.
Fr. Ron Rolheiser
© 2021 Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.
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Monday 1/3 ~ Communion Service
8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora
Tuesday - Friday 1/4-1/7 ~ Daily Mass
8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora
Wednesday 1/5 ~ Adoration and Reconciliation
6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Sonora
Saturday 1/8 ~ Vigil Mass for the Baptism of the Lord
4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat
Sunday 1/9 ~ The Baptism of the Lord
Masses at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, 1:00 pm (Spanish)
St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora
St. Patrick’s
Catholic Church
is pleased to announce
The Grand Opening of
our new Parish Library!
Sunday ~ January 2, 2021
After the 11:00 am Mass
1st Floor of the Steinmetz House
Refreshments on the Front Porch
Jesus said, “You shall love the
Lord, your God, with all your
heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind.”
(Matthew 22:37 )
The purpose of the library is to encourage, support
and enrich the spiritual and intellectual growth of
our parishioners by providing educational and
inspirational materials that are consistent with the
teachings of the Catholic Church.

Attn: Lectors, EMHC,
Altar Servers, and Ushers:
Your Schedules for the 1st Quarter of
2022 (Jan, Feb, March) are ready to
be picked up. They are in the basket
at the back of the church, organized alphabetically by
last name. You can also pick them up in the Parish
Office during the week. Thank you for your ministry!

The Epiphany of the Lord

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts
The Restless Hearts of the Magi
Pope Benedict XVI referred to the Magi, the three wise
men who sought the newborn King, as “men with a
restless heart.” They were “driven by a restless quest
for God...filled with expectation.... They were looking for
something greater.... They wanted to know how we
succeed in being human." (From the homily of his
holiness Benedict XVI, Vatican Basilica, 6 January 2012.)
Tradition has named them Balthazar, Gaspar, and
Melchior. We know they came from the East, most likely
Persia. And what about these gifts? We certainly know
what gold is, but frankincense and myrrh are both
aromatic resins that come from trees. It’s a very
expensive and difficult process to extract them.
Frankincense was burned in the temples as an offering
to God, and myrrh was used to make oils to anoint the
body. Each gift also has a prophetic meaning: gold, the
gift for a king; frankincense, the gift for a priest; and
myrrh — a burial ointment, a gift for one who would die.
The Magi were men of privilege - great wealth, beautiful
homes, plenty of food, parties, and pleasures. Why
would they leave all that and set out into the desert on a
hazardous journey to follow a star? What moved within
their minds and hearts to believe that finding this new
King was more important than anything else? What
moves within our own minds and hearts to make this
journey as well? It is the ultimate and overwhelming
need that all men feel, whether they admit it or not, to
find our Creator, to know God.
As St. Thomas Aquinas said, "We must bear in mind that
a fervent desire of divine love will not permit the faithful
soul to rest until it finds its Beloved,
because a true desire, when fulfilled,
delights the soul."
Rejoice - the Savior is born!
In the joy of Christ,
Fr. Banka

The Wise Still Seek Him

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish,
and their family members.
Barbara Balestrieri
Warren Belisle
Leon Casas
Roger Clark
Marjorie Clennon
Kraig Clifton
David Costa
Ernie Cuzzocreo
Evan Dean
Jose Luis Diaz

Manuel Gamboa
A. J. Holmes
Bill Kiesling
Jerry Lynn
Gloria Patania
Frank Perry
Juan Pulido
Connie Scott
George Segarini
Clay Sweeney

To add or remove a name from this list,
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139.
The Feast of the Baptism
of the Lord on Sunday,
January 9, celebrates the
day when John the
Baptist baptized Jesus in
the River Jordan.
It
marks the inauguration
of Jesus’ mission here on
earth, and confirms His
identity as the Son of God. On this day we remember
that receiving the Sacrament of Baptism inaugurated
our mission as Christians; we too are children of God.

St. Patrick’s Altar and Rosary Society
will meet on January 4th (Tuesday) at
10:00 am in Room 1, downstairs in
the Parish Hall. Coffee and light
pastries will be served. All ladies
from the parish are invited to attend.
Bring a friend!
We would love to have you join us! Any questions,
contact President Marge Nath: 209-532-2229.

Please welcome our NEW Pastoral Council members:
Gina Minners
Judy Reiman
Jo Vargo
Janice Santana
Please pray for them as they use their talents and
wisdom in service to our Pastor and Parish.
The next St. Patrick’s Parish Pastoral Council meeting is
scheduled for Tuesday, January 4th, 6:30 - 8:00 pm.

Spiritual Direction Training Course begins January 30
Classes will be held at the
Seeds of Life Spirituality Center in Tracy
It will be an opportunity to:
Experience different ways to pray
Feel the Love of God throughout your
spiritual journey
Learn how to discern God's voice
Discover how to grow spiritually
Pursue the art of guiding others
Please join us for a 3-Year formation program in Spiritual
Direction. The program is bilingual.
Program begins: Sunday, January 30, 2022
9:00 am to 3:00 pm
Location: Verbum Dei Seeds of Life Spirituality Center
31448 Highway 33, Tracy, CA. 95304
For more information:
Contact Wilma Silva (209) 541-7996 or
Pilar Fandos (916) 274-1499
or email: info.icssd@gmail.com

Happy New Year from St. Patrick’s Parish!
Feliz Año Nuevo
Buon Capo d’Auno
Bonne Année

Gelukkig Nieuwjaar
Gung Hay Fat Choy
Shana Tova

Maligayang Bagong Taon
Gutes Neues Jahr
Szczesliwego Nowego Roku

January 2, 2021

The Epiphany of the Lord

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday January 3 ~ Sunday January 9

Saturday January 1 ~ Sunday January 9

Monday:

Saturday
10:00 am The Clark Family
Louise Goicoechea (Birthday)
Sunday
7:30 am
No Intentions
9:00 am Conchita Rivera 
OLMC 9:00 am
No Intentions
11:00 am
No Intentions
1:00 pm Raul Gamboa 
Monday
8:00 am Communion Service
Tuesday
8:00 am Joaquin & Mary Gamboa 
Wednesday 8:00 am Sam Wein, Sr. 
John Merel 
Thursday
8:00 am Joseph Perez 
Friday
8:00 am
No Intentions
Saturday
OLMC 4:00 pm
No Intentions
Sunday
7:30 am
No Intentions
9:00 am Edith McCullough 
Roberto & Mercedes Gregorio 
11:00 am
No Intentions
1:00 pm
No Intentions

Christmas Season

1 Jn 3:22 — 4:6; Ps 2:7bc-8, 10-12a;
Mt 4:12-17, 23-25
Tuesday:
1 Jn 4:7-10; Ps 72:1-4, 7-8; Mk 6:34-44
Wednesday: 1 Jn 4:11-18; Ps 72:1-2, 10, 12-13;
Mk 6:45-52
Thursday:
1 Jn 4:19 — 5:4; Ps 72:1-2, 14, 15bc, 17;
Lk 4:14-22a
Friday:
1 Jn 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-15, 19-20;
Lk 5:12-16
Saturday:
1 Jn 5:14-21; Ps 149:1-6a, 9b; Jn 3:22-30
Sunday:
Is 42:1-4, 6-7 or Is 40:1-5, 9-11; Ps 29:1-4,
3, 9-10 or Ps 104:1b-4, 24-25, 27-30;
Acts 10:34-38 or Ti 2:11-14; 3:4-7;
Lk 3:15-16, 21-22

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday January 2 ~ Saturday January 8
Sunday:

Epiphany of the Lord;
National Migration Week
Monday:
The Most Holy Name of Jesus
Tuesday:
St. Elizabeth Ann Seton
Wednesday: St. John Neumann
Thursday:
St. André Bessette
Friday:
St. Raymond of Penyafort; First Friday
Julian Calendar Christmas

Shout with exultation, O city of Zion, for great in
your midst is the Holy One of Israel! (Isaiah 12:6)
ATCAA Housing Resources
is looking for volunteers to
help with the Point in Time
survey on January 26, 2022.
This survey gives Tuolumne
County an accurate count
of individuals and families
who are homeless or at
risk, to ensure we get
enough annual funding for
housing
and
services.
Training will be provided.
Anyone
interested
in
volunteering may pick up a
flyer in the Parish Office.
* This Mass was cancelled
due to bad weather.

Weekly Goal
$ 10,000

12-5-21
Week 49

12-12-21
Week 50

12-19-21
Week 51

12-26-21
Week 52

December
Totals

General Offerings
St. Pat’s

$6,958

$12,301

$8,788

$13,267

$41,314

OLMC

$1,222

$2,426

$623

$0*

$4,271

E-giving

$2,417

$772

$317

$797

$4,303

Total

$10,597

$15,499

$9,728

$14,064

$49,888

LAST YEAR

$8,161

$6,711

$11,364

$7,293

$33,529

Maintenance Offering
St. Pat’s

$520

$0

$55

$0

$575

OLMC

$110

$70

$0

$0

$180

Total

$630

$70

$55

$0

$755

Christmas: St. Pat’s $7,971; OLMC $2,352; St. Anne’s $504
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings!

