
 

 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
or by appt. 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
  8:00 am 
 Sunday 
  7:30 am 
  9:00 am                               
11:00 am 

                               1:00 pm 
Reconciliation: Wednesday 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, or by appt. 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
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Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Michael Tippett, Deacon 
Steven Kristensen,  
                   Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe, Administrative Asst 

Contact Us 
Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  1-209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
1-209-532-7139  
Ext. 107 (Sonora) 
Ext. 111 (Big Oak Flat) 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments. Please call me at    
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

October 9 
2022  

 

The   
 

Sunday  
in 

Ordinary  
Time 

 
Jesus said, 
 “Ten were 

cleansed, were 
they not? 

Where are the 
other nine? 

Has none but 
this foreigner 

returned to give 
thanks to God? 

Stand up and 
go; your faith 

has saved you.” 
(Luke 17:17-19) 

28th  



 

 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Fr. Ron Rolheiser 

There is a story told about Francis of Assisi, which 
illustrates how touching the poor is the cure for a 
mediocre and dying faith: 
 
One night prior to his conversion, Francis, then a rich and 
pampered young man, donned his flashiest clothes, 
mounted his horse, and set off for a night of drinking and 
carousing. God, social justice and the poor were not on 
his mind. Riding down a narrow road, he found his path 
blocked by a leper. He was particularly repulsed by 
lepers, their deformities and smell revolted him, and so 
he tried to steer his horse around the leper, but the path 
was too narrow. 
 
Frustrated, angry, but with his path clearly blocked 
before him, Francis eventually had no other choice but to 
get down off his horse and try to move the leper out of 
his path. When he put out his hand to take the leper’s 
arm, as he touched the leper, something inside of him 
snapped. Suddenly unashamed and undeterred by the 
smell of rotting flesh, he kissed the hand of that leper. 
 
His life was never the same again. In that kiss, Francis 
found the reality of God and of love in a way that would 
change his life forever. 
 
Today many of us struggle with the same issues as did 
the pre-converted Francis—a pampered life and a 
mediocre and dying faith. We know that our faith calls us 
to work for social justice and that this demand is non-
negotiable. What we often don’t know is that the 
preferential option of the poor is the cure for our 
mediocre and dying faith. We must kiss the leper. 
 
Simply put, if we touch the poor, we will touch Christ. In 
this way, touching the poor can be a functional 
substitute for prayer . . . and given the power of Western 
culture today, we often need this substitute. Let me try 
to explain: Western culture today is so powerful and 
alluring that it often swallows us whole. Its beauty, 
power and promise generally takes away both our breath 
and our perspective. The lure of our present society—
money, sex, leisure, the good life—has, for the most 
part, entertained, amused, distracted and numbed us 
into a state where we no longer have a perspective 
beyond that of our culture and its short-range promises. 
 
One way out of this, of course, is through prayer. A life of 
prayer can cure a dying faith. The problem here, 

however, is that what our culture erodes in us is, 
precisely, our life of prayer. The hardest thing to sustain 
within our lives today is prayer. Everything conspires 
against it. 
 
Given this, perhaps the only way we have of not letting 
ourselves be swallowed whole by our culture is to kiss 
the leper, to place our lot with those who have no place 
within the culture, namely, the poor with their many 
faces: the aged, the sick, the dying, the unborn, the 
handicapped, the unattractive, the displaced and all 
those others who are not valued by the culture. To touch 
those who have no place within our culture is give 
ourselves a perspective beyond our culture. 
 
Daniel Berrigan, who writes eloquently on this, describes 
in his memoirs how much his perspective changed when 
he began to work fulltime in a cancer ward, ministering 
to the terminally ill. “When you walk home from work 
after a day of being with those who are dying,” he says, 
“your vision clears pretty well and what your culture 
offers to you no longer seems so overpowering and 
irresistible. Concrete contact with the poor is Christian 
contemplation. It knocks the scales off one’s eyes!” 
 
“Whatsoever you do to the least of my people, that you 
do unto to me,” Christ assures us. In the poor, God is 
ever-present in our world, waiting to be met. In the 
powerless, one can find the power of God; in the 
voiceless, one can hear the voice of God; in the 
economically poor, one can find God’s treasures; in the 
weak, one can find God’s strength; and in the 
unattractive, one can find God’s beauty. 
 
The glory of God might indeed be humanity fully alive, 
but the privileged presence of God lies especially in and 
with the poor. Thus, like Saint Francis, we need to get off 
our horses and kiss the hand of the leper. If we do, 
something will snap, we will see our pampered lives for 
what they are, and God and love will break into our lives 
in such a way that we will never be the same again. 

© 2022 Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  



 

 

Monday 10/3 ~ Communion Service 
                 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 10/4—Friday 10/7 ~ Daily Mass 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 10/5 ~ Adoration/Reconciliation 
                  6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Friday 10/7 ~ First Friday 
      Mass 8:00 am, Adoration 8:30 am—3:30 pm 

Saturday 10/8 ~ Vigil Mass for 28th Sunday  
                                     in Ordinary Time  
     4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat  
           Second Collection for Respect Life Sunday          

Sunday 10/9 ~ 28th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am; 1:00 pm Spanish 
                        St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 
            Second Collection for Respect Life Sunday 

October 9, 2022                                      The Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
Beauty and the Beasts, Part II 

 
Here are a few more wonderful stories of St. Francis and 
his adventures with animals, as told to us by his 
Franciscan brother, Fr. Tomás de Celano. Your children 
might enjoy these stories too! 
 
One day a fellow brother brought a rabbit who had been 
caught in a trap to Francis. Francis advised the rabbit to 
be more alert in the future, praised God, then released 
the rabbit from the trap and set it on the ground to go 
its way. But the rabbit hopped back up onto Francis’ lap, 
wanting only to be close to him. Francis took the rabbit 
into the woods and set it down. But it followed Francis 
back to his seat and hopped on his lap again! This type 
of thing happened repeatedly to Francis, which he saw 
as an opportunity to praise the glory of God. If the 
simplest creatures could be so endowed with God’s 
wonder, how much more so should we!  
 
St. Francis and a friend came across a man who was 
carrying two lambs on his back to sell them at the 
market. Francis, filled with compassion, knowing that 
the animals would be sold and killed for food, gave the 
man his cloak in exchange for the two lambs. St. Francis 
ate meat; he was not a vegetarian. But there was 
something about these two lambs that touched his 
heart, perhaps their young age and innocence. 
 
It is also said that on October 4, Francis, knowing death 
was near, began to sing the Canticle of Creatures one 
last time. Then suddenly, a flock of larks, who usually 
only sing in the morning, sang with him, keeping him 
company until his final hour that night. 
 
“If you have men who will exclude any of God's 
creatures from the shelter of compassion and pity, you 
will have men who deal likewise with 
their fellow men.”  
(St. Francis of Assisi) 
 
In the joy of Christ, 
Fr. Banka  

Second Collections  
in October 

 
Respect Life Sunday 
October 8-9 
 
 

World Mission Sunday 
October 22-23 

CHRISTMAS FAIR MEETING!  
We are having our 2nd Christmas Fair planning meeting 
on Tuesday, October 11, at 5:30 pm upstairs in the 
Parish Hall. This also is a potluck. Hoping you all have 
your raffle prizes to turn in!  Hope to see you all there!  

Our prayers go with Deacon Mike Kubasek and Deacon 
Michael Tippett as they attend the annual Deacon 
Retreat for the Diocese of Stockton. The retreat has 
been postponed since 2020, so they are looking forward 
to finally spending this blessed time with their brothers!  

 
Heavenly Father, since the time of the 
Apostles, You have inspired the Church 
to commission certain members to 
assist in a special way in the pastoral 
mission of Christ. 
 
Bless the deacons and all other 
ordained and non-ordained ministers  
that they may be humble and  
faith-inspired in their service. 
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. 
Amen.  



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 
Roger Clark 
David Costa 

Gerardo Diaz 
Sue Froseth 

Manuel Gamboa 
A. J. Holmes 

Ski Kalischewski  
Don Kellogg 
Bill Kiesling 
Jim Napier 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

We hope you enjoyed our series on  
St. Patrick’s Parish Pastoral Council! 

 

Comments, suggestions, and ideas may be left in the 
Pastoral Council mailbox in the office, or you can send 
an email to pastoral@stpatssonora.org. 

Sus comentarios, sugerencias e ideas pueden dejarse en 
el buzón de la oficina o pueden mandar un email a  
pastoral@stpatssonora.org.  

CHRISTMAS BASKETS! 
We are looking for parishioners who will donate items 
for the Christmas Baskets which will be sold at our 
Annual Christmas Fair on 11/19/22.  Please stop by after 
all Masses starting this week, pick up a tag and bring 
items to the Parish Office during the week, then we can 
begin making our beautiful Christmas Baskets! 

Funerals 
 

Gerald Lynn 
A Funeral Mass will be celebrated at 11:00 am 

on Friday, October 21  

at Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 
 

Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon him.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word resumes 
this Sunday at the 11:00 am Mass, and 
will continue every Sunday. All children 
ages 4-9 are invited to join the fun!   

We will be forming a new ministry to clean-up and 
maintain our St Patrick’s/Mountain View cemetery 
in Sonora. Gloria Volpetti has generously volunteered to 
lead the ministry. We are just in the planning stages, 
and we need input from our parishioners who are 
interested in helping with this ministry.  

 
Please call Gloria for more 
details:  209-352-6754.  

CALLING ALL BAKERS! 
YLGI is running the bake sale booth at 
the Christmas Fair on November 19. If 
you would like to support us by 
baking non-perishable goods, please 

drop them off at the Parish Hall by 5:00 pm on Friday 
November 18th.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Evelyn Parish at 530-239-5012.  Thank you for 
your donation! 

Dear OLMC members who participated in the three 
OLMC Christmas Fairs we held fifteen years ago: There 
are funds left in the scholarship account. For the past 
seven years, there have been no applications for 
scholarships, and few young people are in attendance at 
our church. These funds can be  transferred  to A Big 
Enough Table, a program set up for use by OLMC to aid 
our most vulnerable, and to help  in the implementation 
of Whole Person Care, a ministry to care for those 
seriously ill, in care facilities, or impacted by the death of 
a loved one.  If you have questions or concerns, please 
call Ellen Jeffrey at 209- 962-7617.  Thank you!    



 

 

October 9, 2022                                      The Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                  

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday October 10 ~ Sunday October 16 

Monday: Gal 4:22-24, 26-27, 31 — 5:1;  
 Ps 113:1b-5a, 6-7; Lk 11:29-32 
Tuesday: Gal 5:1-6; Ps 119:41, 43-45, 47-48;  
 Lk 11:37-41 
Wednesday: Gal 5:18-25; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 11:42-46 
Thursday: Eph 1:1-10; Ps 98:1-6; Lk 11:47-54 
Friday: Eph 1:11-14; Ps 33:1-2, 4-5, 12-13;  
 Lk 12:1-7 
Saturday: Eph 1:15-23; Ps 8:2-3ab, 4-7; Lk 12:8-12 
Sunday: Ex 17:8-13; Ps 121:1-8; 2 Tm 3:14 — 4:2;  
 Lk 18:1-8 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday October 9 ~ Saturday October 15 
Sunday: Twenty-eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
 Sukkot (Jewish Feast of Booths) begins  
 at sunset 
Monday: Canadian Thanksgiving Day;  
 Columbus Day; Indigenous Peoples’ Day 
Tuesday: St. John XXIII  
Friday: St. Callistus I 
Saturday: St. Teresa of Jesus; Sweetest Day 

Saturday October 8 ~ Sunday October 16 
Saturday 
           OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday           7:30 am Clay Sweeney  
  Carmella Peller                         
                        9:00 am  Tete Arellano  
     11:00 am  Jessica Powers (Birthday) 
                        1:00 pm  Glenn Gandee  
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Joanne Merel  
  Aleia Powers (Healing) 
Wednesday   8:00 am  No Intentions 
Thursday        8:00 am  Adolfo Negrete  
  Kathy Casas (Birthday) 
Friday    8:00 am    No Intentions 
Saturday           
            OLMC 4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Laurel Utecht  
 9:00 am Joanne Merel  
  Deceased members of the YLI  
                       11:00 am Marcial Sanchez  
                         1:00 pm Martha Gandee (Birthday) 
  Fr. John Fitzgerald (Birthday) 

 
Monday, October 10 ~ Columbus Day 
 Parish Office Closed 
Saturday-Sunday, October 22-23 ~  
      Confirmation NET Retreat, Parish Hall 
Tuesday, November 1 ~ All Saints Day 
Wednesday, November 2 ~ All Souls Day 
Friday, November 4 ~ First Friday, Mass 8:00 am,     
       Adoration 8:30 am —3:30 pm, St. Patrick’s 
Friday, November 11 ~ Veterans’ Day 
Saturday, November 19 ~  St. Patrick’s Parish  
 Christmas Fair! 
Thursday, November 24 ~ Thanksgiving Day,  
 Parish Office Closed 
Sunday, November 27 ~ First Sunday of Advent   
       and a New Liturgical Year begins! 
Friday, December 2 ~ First Friday, Mass 8:00 am,  
       Adoration 8:30 am —3:30 pm, St. Patrick’s 
Thursday, December 8 ~ The Immaculate Conception of 
 the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Ordinary Time 

Weekly 
Goal 

$ 10,000 

10-2-22      
Week 40 

 October 
Totals          

To Date                                            

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $5,856 $ $5,856 

OLMC $760 $ $760 

E-giving $1,975 $ $1,975 

Total  $8,591 $ $8,591 

LAST YEAR $11,933 $ $11,933 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $559 $ $559 

OLMC $60 $ $60 

Total $ $ $619 

Parish Services: St. Pat’s $552; OLMC $84 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings!  



 

 


