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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments. Please call me at    
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 
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Jesus said, 

“And lying at 
his door was a 

poor man 
named 

Lazarus, who 
would gladly 

have eaten his 
fill of the 

scraps that fell 
from the rich 
man’s table.” 
(Luke 16:20-21) 
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Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Fr. Ron Rolheiser 

© 2022 Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  

Henri Nouwen once suggested that if you want to 
understand the tragedy of the Second World War, you 
can read a hundred history books about it and watch a 
thousand hours of video documentaries on it, or you can 
read the Diary of Anne Frank. In that single memoir of a 
young girl imprisoned and later executed by the Nazis 
you will see, first-hand, the tragedy of war and what war 
does to the human soul. 
 
The same might be said about the refugee crisis now 
taking place everywhere on borders around the world. 
According to statistics from the United Nations, there are 
now over eighty million refugees, displaced, homeless, 
nationless, frightened, and often hungry people on our 
borders around the world. Two-thirds of these are 
women and children, and the vast majority are not there 
by choice, seeking a better economic opportunity in 
another country. The vast majority of them have been 
driven from their homes and their countries by war, 
violence, famine, hunger, ethnic and religious cleansing, 
and by fear for their lives. 
 
For many of us, this is a faceless, abstract problem. We 
have a generic sympathy for their plight but not one 
deep enough to keep us awake at night, unsettle our 
conscience, or make us willing to sacrifice some of our 
own comfort and security to do something for them or to 
pressure our governments into action. Indeed, too often 
we are over-protective of our borders and the settled, 
comfortable lives we live inside our nations. This is our 
country! Our home! We worked hard for the things we 
have. It is unfair to us to have to deal with these people! 
They should go back to their countries and leave us 
alone! 
 
We need a wake-up call. A recent book, a novel, by 
Jeanine Cummins, American Dirt, gives us a fictionalized 
account of a young Mexican woman who because of 
violence and fear of death had to leave her life behind 
and flee with her young son in an attempt to reach the 
borders of the United States as an undocumented 
immigrant. Full disclosure, the book has been heavily 
criticized by many because it doesn’t always measure up 
to the exact facts. Conversely, it has also been highly 
praised by many others. Be that as it may, the bottom-
line is that this is a powerful story and a wake-up call, 
one meant to wake us up to the real tragedy of those 
who for reasons of poverty, violence, famine, fear, and 
hopelessness are forced to flee their countries in search 
of a better life (or any life at all!) elsewhere. Whatever 

the book’s imperfections, it helps shatter the 
abstractness we can lean on to protect ourselves against 
having to look at the issue of refugees today. 
 
Admittedly, the issue isn’t simple. There are extremely 
complex issues involved in protecting our borders and in 
having millions of people freely enter our countries. 
However, as men and women who share a common 
humanity and a common planet with these refugees, can 
we be callous to their plight? Moreover, as Christians, do 
we accept the fundamental, non-negotiable principle 
within Christian social doctrine that tells us that the 
world belongs to everyone equally and we may not 
adhere to any nationalistic belief that says, explicitly or 
implicitly, that our country is ours and we have no 
obligation to share it with others. To espouse this is 
unchristian and goes against the clear teaching of Jesus. 
 
We might all, I submit, contemplate a certain parable of 
Jesus (Luke 16:19-31) where he tells the story of a rich 
man who ignored a poor man sitting at his doorstep and 
refused to share his food with him. The poor man dies 
and finds himself in the bosom of Abraham. The rich man 
also dies and finds himself tormented by thirst in Hades. 
He begs Abraham to send the poor man, whom he had 
ignored during this lifetime, to bring him some water to 
quench his thirst, but it turns out this is not possible. 
Jesus tells us that there is an “unbridgeable gap” 
between the two of them. We have always simplistically 
assumed that this unbridgeable gap is the gap between 
heaven and hell, but that is not exactly the point the 
parable is making. The unbridgeable gap is the gap that 
already exists now between the rich and poor, and the 
lesson is that we had best try to bridge that gap now, in 
this life. 
 
Notice that Jesus does not say that the rich man is a bad 
man, or that he didn’t earn his riches honestly, or that he 
wasn’t an upright citizen, or that he wasn’t going to 
church, or that he was unfaithful to his wife, or that he 
was a bad father to his children. It only says that he had 
one fault, a mortal one – inside his richness he did not 
respond to a hungry man sitting on the borders of his 
house. 



 

 

Attn: Lectors, Altar Servers,  
and Ushers: 

 
Your Schedules for the 4th Quarter 
of 2022 (Oct-Nov-Dec) are ready to 
be picked up after Mass or in the 
Parish Office. They are also posted online: 

www.stpatssonora.org/ministry-schedules.  
Thank you for your ministry! 

Monday 9/26 ~ Communion Service 
                 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 9/27—Friday 9/30 ~ Daily Mass 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 9/28 ~ Adoration/Reconciliation 
                  6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 10/1 ~ Vigil Mass for 27th Sunday  
                                     in Ordinary Time  
     4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 
                         Parish Services Collection           

Sunday 10/2 ~ 27th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11 am; 1:00 pm Spanish 
                        St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 
                          Parish Services Collection 

September 25, 2022                                         The Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
The Autumn Harvest 

 
“The family remains the basic unit of society and the 
first school in which children learn the human, spiritual 
and moral values which enable them to be a beacon of 
goodness, integrity and justice in our communities.”   
(Pope Francis) 
 
It’s officially autumn! Here are a few fun family activities 
you can do that teach children about how the change of 
seasons is part of the wonder of God’s creation. 
 
This is a great time to discuss “cycles” with young 
people, to explain how our earthly life is constantly 
changing, but God’s love for us is eternal.  Take them on 
a walk, and point out to them the changing colors of the 
leaves, the birds flying south, the days getting darker. 
But like the promise of spring, God’s love will sustain 
them through any changes in their own lives. 
 
Take the children to a farmer’s market, or even just the 
produce section in the grocery store.  Maybe they’ve 
never really looked at produce before! Show them all 
the different shapes and colors of the fruits and 
vegetables, see how many they can name, and explain 
that this is the harvest of the land, an abundance given 
to us by God.   
 
Finally, discuss with them the Feast Days of Fall, and 
explain the meaning and significance of All Saints, All 
Souls, and the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary.  Then, be sure to attend 
Mass on those days with your children, 
and see the fruits of  your own harvest! 
 
In the joy of Christ, 
Fr. Banka  

A NEW Session of FORMED has begun,  
but you can still join us!  

 
 
 
 

Saints of the Catholic Reformation 
St. Patrick’s Parish Hall – Room 1 

Monday evenings at 6:00 pm 
Or  

Wednesday mornings at 9:00 am  
For more information, email:  

At One With the Spirit 
atonewiththespirit@stpatssonora.org 

Light refreshments will be served. 

“When Jesus returned to his disciples, he found 
them asleep. He said to Peter, “So you could not 
keep watch with me for one hour?” (Mt 26:40) 
 
Jesus asks us to spend at least one quiet hour with him 
in the Blessed Sacrament. We have many opportunities 
to spend time with Jesus: Wednesday evening, 6:00 to 
7:00, and the first Friday of the Month, from 8:30 am to 
3:30 pm. From 1:30 to 2:30 is a special hour where we 
will pray and sing together in Spanish. 
 
Let us be generous with our time, and go to meet Jesus! 

St. Patrick’s Altar and Rosary Society 
will have a meeting and potluck 
luncheon on Tuesday, October 4, at 
11:30 am in St. Patrick’s Parish Hall.  
All ladies of the Parish are invited! 



 

 

 

MEET YOUR PASTORAL COUNCIL 
 
 

Peggy Patin 
I was born and raised in South 
Bend, Indiana, near the Golden 
Dome of Notre Dame, lived on the 
East Coast and half a dozen cities 
in California and now find myself 
happy to be at St. Patrick’s Parish. I 
have two wonderful daughters 
married to great husbands and five 
amazing grandchildren. It is my 
privilege to serve the parishioners 
of St. Patrick’s on the parish 
council, as an altar server and 

minister to the sick. In all these ministries, I am grateful 
for the friendly and caring people of our faith filled 
parish. I have great devotion to the Carmelite Saints, 
especially St. Teresa of Avila who spoke much about 
friendship with Jesus. My prayer for our parish is that 
we all will grow in friendship with Jesus and in friendship 
with one another. Please feel free to contact me with 
your ideas on how we can best do this.  
 
Nací y crecí en South Bend, Indiana, cerca de la cúpula 
dorada (Golden Dome) de la universidad de Notre 
Dame. Vivía en la costa este y en media docena de 
ciudades en California, y ahora estoy contenta de estar 
en la parroquia de San Patricio. Tengo 2 hijas 
maravillosas, casadas con grandes maridos y 5 nietos, 
todos maravillosos. Es mi privilegio servir a los feligreses 
de San Patricio en el consejo pastoral, como monaguilla 
y ministro a los enfermos. Estoy agradecida por la gente 
amable, fiel y cariñosa de nuestra parroquia. Tengo gran 
devoción a los santos carmelitas especialmente a Sta. 
Teresa de Ávila quien hablo mucho de la amistad con 
Jesús. Mi oración por nuestra parroquia es que todos 
crezcamos en amistad con Jesús y en amistad entre 
nosotros. No dude en ponerse en contacto conmigo con 
sus ideas sobre la mejor manera de lograr esto. 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 
Roger Clark 
David Costa 

Gerardo Diaz 
Sue Froseth 

Manuel Gamboa 
A. J. Holmes 

Ski Kalischewski  
Don Kellogg 
Bill Kiesling 
Jim Napier 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

CHRISTMAS BASKETS! 
We are in need of various sizes of empty baskets to fill 
with gifts which will be sold at the Christmas Fair in 
November. Please bring your baskets to the Parish 
Office during the week, or to the 11 am Mass on 
Sundays and give them to Carol Cashen.  

Thank you!  

Funerals 

Kathy Lyons 
A Funeral Mass will be celebrated at 11:00 am  

on Tuesday, September 27  
at St. Patrick’s, Sonora  

 

Laurel Utecht 
A Memorial Mass will be celebrated at 1:00 pm  

on Tuesday, September 27  
at St. Patrick’s, Sonora  

 

Carmella Peller 
A Memorial Mass will be celebrated at 11:00 am  

on Thursday, September 29  
at St. Patrick’s, Sonora  

 

Joyce Cardiff 
A Funeral Mass will be celebrated at 11:00 am 

on Saturday October 8  

at St. Patrick’s Sonora 
 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord,  
and let perpetual light shine upon them.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word resumes 
this Sunday at the 11:00 am Mass, and 
will continue every Sunday. All children 
ages 4-9 are invited to join the fun!   



 

 

September 25, 2022                                         The Twenty-Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time                             

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday September 26 ~ Sunday October 2 

Monday: Jb 1:6-22; Ps 17:1bcd-3, 6-7; Lk 9:46-50 
Tuesday: Jb 3:1-3, 11-17, 20-23; Ps 88:2-8;  
 Lk 9:51-56 
Wednesday: Jb 9:1-12, 14-16; Ps 88:10bc-15;  
 Lk 9:57-62 
Thursday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14 or Rv 12:7-12a;  
 Ps 138:1-5; Jn 1:47-51 
Friday: Jb 38:1, 12-21; 40:3-5; Ps 139:1-3, 7-10,  
 13-14ab; Lk 10:13-16 
Saturday: Jb 42:1-3, 5-6, 12-17; Ps 119:66, 71, 75,  
 91, 125, 130; Lk 10:17-24 
Sunday: Hb 1:2-3; 2:2-4; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9;  
 2 Tm 1:6-8, 13-14; Lk 17:5-10 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday September 25 ~ Saturday October 1 
Sunday: Twenty-sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
 Priesthood Sunday;  
Monday: Ss. Cosmas and Damian 
Tuesday: St. Vincent de Paul 
Wednesday: St. Lawrence Ruiz and Companions;  
 St. Wenceslaus 
Thursday: Ss. Michael, Gabriel, and Raphael,  
 Archangels 
Friday: St. Jerome 
Saturday: St. Thérèse of the Child Jesus;  
 First Saturday 

Saturday September 24 ~ Sunday October 2 
Saturday 
           OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday           7:30 am Clay Sweeney  
  Nuncy Patania                          
 9:00 am  Carmella Peller  
  Carol Njirich                   
                        11:00 am Carmella Peller                          
  Lindalee Gonzales  
 1:00 pm  Carlos and Marcos Balbuena  
  Ismael Covarrubias (Blessing) 
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Isabel O’Bannon  
  Vera Family (Blessing) 
Wednesday   8:00 am Adolfo Negrete  
  David Leyva Family (Blessing) 
Thursday        8:00 am  Francisco Cortes Family (Blessing) 
  Maria Cortes (Blessing) 
Friday    8:00 am   John Nicolini  
  Roberto & Mercedes Gregorio  
Saturday           
            OLMC 4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Cecilia Rodriguez   
  Eleanor Rodriguez (Birthday)  
 9:00 am Carmella Peller  
                       11:00 am Opie Family  
  Ron Corotto  
 1:00 pm Lupe Diaz  
  Cynthia Villafana (Birthday) 

   
Friday, October 7 ~ First Friday, Mass  
     8:00 am,  Adoration 8:30 am —3:30 pm,  
     St. Patrick’s Church 
Monday, October 10 ~ Columbus Day 
 Parish Office Closed 
Saturday-Sunday, October 22-23 ~  
     Confirmation NET Retreat, Parish Hall 
Tuesday, November 1 ~ All Saints Day 
Wednesday, November 2 ~ All Souls Day 
Friday, November 4 ~ First Friday, Mass 
     8:00 am, Adoration 8:30 am —3:30 pm,  
     St. Patrick’s Church 
Saturday, November 19 ~  
      St. Patrick’s Parish Christmas Fair 

Weekly 
Goal 

$ 10,000 

9-4-22      
Week 36 

September 
Totals          

To Date                                    

9-11-22 
Week 37 

9-18-22 
Week 38 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $7,424 $17,520 $5,162 $4,934 

OLMC $745 $2,609 $1,160 $704 

E-giving $965 $3,240 $1,965 $310 

Total  $9,134 $23,369 $8,287 $5,948 

LAST YEAR $9,397 $22,589 $7,510 $5,682 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $882 $1,437 $390 $165 

OLMC $75 $175 $95 $5 

Total $957 $1,612 $485 $170 

Catholic Charities: St. Pat’s $1,072; OLMC $679 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings!  



 

 


