
 

 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
or by appt. 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
  8:00 am 
 Sunday 
  7:30 am 
  9:00 am                               
11:00 am 
  1:00 pm 

Reconciliation: Wednesday 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, or by appt. 

 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
   Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Melissa Knobloch,  
                   Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

Contact Us 
Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  1-209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
1-209-532-7139  
Ext. 107 (Sonora) 
Ext. 111 (Big Oak Flat) 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments. Please call me at    
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 

 

The 

 Third Sunday of  

March 20, 2022 

Jesus said, “Everyone who drinks this water will be thirsty 
again; but whoever drinks the water I shall give will never 
thirst. The water I shall give will become in him a spring of 
water welling up to eternal life.” (John 4:13-14) 



 

 

In his book, The Return of the Prodigal Son, Fr. Henry 
Nouwen tells us that as persons who understand 
ourselves as already committed to God, we still need to 
make a three-fold conversion movement: 1) We need to 
move from being a bystander to being a participant; 2) 
from being a judge to being a repentant sinner; and 3) 
from speaking about love to actually letting ourselves be 
loved. What is involved in each of these? 
 
1) From being a bystander to being a participant: in 
essence, what we need to do here is to move from 
studying life, speaking about it, teaching about it, writing 
about it, and perhaps even at times mimicking it, to 
actually living it. I know this sounds very much like a 
cliché devoid of substance, but a lot of what is wrong in 
the world, the church, and within our personal lives 
today is precisely the fact that we study things, talk 
about them, strongly voice our convictions about them, 
but often, in fact, do little or nothing about them. For 
example, we do not lack for literature, moral rhetoric, or 
good analysis on social justice. But there is, in fact, very, 
very little being done. This is not so much because our 
passion for justice is insincere, but because at the end of 
the day we are bystanders not participants. 
 
The same holds true for prayer. There is no shortage of 
literature and workshops in this area. We talk enough 
about prayer. We just don't pray a lot. In terms of deep 
private prayer, we pray very little. Again, we are much 
more in the position of the bystander than participant. 
Therese of Lisieux once wrote: “I always preferred to 
pray rather than to have spiritual conversations about 
prayer.” For most of us, the opposite is true. 
 
Robert Moore suggests that this failure to move from 
bystander to participant is a disease that particularly 
afflicts those among us who do any kind of ministry or 
are in any teaching or healing profession. Invariably we 
end up studying life and speaking about it rather than 
living it. It is no accident that those of us in these 
vocations frequently feel anger towards anyone who 
actually does anything. It will also be no accident that 
when the last tree on the planet has been cut down 
there will have been libraries of studies written about 
the ill effect of cutting down trees, but very little will 
have been done by a way of action by those who wrote 
all those books. We generally respond to the issue of 
violence against children and women in the same way—
with yet another study. We are too much bystanders, not 
participants. 

2) We must also move from being judge to being 
repentant sinner. What is meant by this? All of us pray 
the prayer of the Pharisee—”Thank God that I’m not like 
that other person!” We are all self-righteous, it is only a 
question of what we are self-righteous about. 
 
We used to stereotype self-righteousness in one phrase: 
“holier than thou.” We are all “holier than thou,” except 
we each define holiness according to our own 
idiosyncratic preference, that is, as “more sensitive than 
thou,” “brighter than thou,” ‘less hypocritical than thou,” 
“more experienced than thou,” “less bigoted than thou,” 
“less rigid than thou,” or “more of a victim than thou.” In 
subtle and not so subtle ways, each of us is more judge 
than repentant sinner. 
 
We stop being a judge only when we claim our proper 
place among the broken, among God's little ones, the 
unfaithful, the sinners. Only when we watch the news at 
night and recognize that every pathology, every act of 
violence, and every sin we see on our television screen is 
also inside of us will we lose all interest in making 
comparisons and be content to let God's grace simply 
work in us. 
 
3) Finally, we must move from speaking about love to 
actually letting ourselves be loved. Fr. Nouwen uses his 
own life as an example. For years, he went all over the 
world giving talks about love, even while not letting 
those around him really love him. Only after moving in 
with the physically handicapped, with people who were 
not interested in what he had to say about love, did he 
actually allow himself to be loved. What was true for him 
is true for most of us. It is far easier for us to speak about 
love than to let ourselves actually be loved. 
 
Those around us, family and friends, already know all 
these things about us. It's time we recognized them too. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

“Great and wonderful  
are your works,  

Lord God almighty.”          
 

(Rev 15:3) 

© 2021 Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  

Fr. Ron Rolheiser 

https://henrinouwen.org/read/the-return-of-the-prodigal-son/
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Th%C3%A9r%C3%A8se_of_Lisieux
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_L._Moore


 

 

Monday 3/21 - Friday 3/25 ~ COMMUNION SERVICE 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Please note - No Daily Mass this week,  
but there will be a daily Communion Service 

Wednesday 3/23 ~ NO Adoration/Reconciliation  
                 6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

We will not have Adoration/Reconciliation this week 

Friday 3/25~ Stations of the Cross 
                 4:00 pm OLMC; 6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 

Saturday 3/26 ~ Vigil Mass for Fourth Sunday of Lent 
       4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 3/27 ~ Fourth Sunday of Lent 
    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, 1:00 pm (Spanish) 
                      St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

March 20, 2022                                                                           The Third Sunday of Lent 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
The Windows 

 
As we begin the holy season of Lent, we are called to 
look inward, to pray, to repent, and to reflect on the 
great sacrifice Christ made on the Cross, a sacrifice for 
us so that we may have eternal life. We continue our 
look “inward” at St. Patrick’s church, as we reflect on 
different physical aspects of our unique and historical 
building, our own sacred space. 
 
I’m sure you all have gazed upon the beautiful stained 
glass windows that adorn our church. There are 15 in 
total, and they are all over 100 years old. If you read the 
names below each picture, these are the people to 
whom the window was dedicated so long ago. These 
names are well known in Tuolumne County history.  
 
If you’d like to take a tour of the windows, here are the 
scenes depicted in each window, starting with the 
window closest to the Sacristy door, and working your 
way around the church clockwise: 
1. Resurrected Jesus meets Mary Magdalene 
2. St. Patrick 
3. Madonna and Child 
4. St. Peter and the Keys 
5. The Holy Family in Retreat 
6. Coronation of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
7. St. Cecilia, Patron Saint of Music 
8. Mary Magdalene’s great love for Jesus 
9. John Baptizes Jesus 
10. Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
11. St. Joseph with the Christ Child 
12. St. John the Evangelist 
13. Jesus, Lamb of God 
14. Jesus’ Agony in the Garden 
 
And the 15th window?  You can only see it from the 
outside of the church! Inside, it is hidden by our 
wonderful pipe organ, which will be a topic of next 
week’s Enlightening Facts. If you stand outside in front 
of the church, and look up toward the steeple, you will 
see yet another depiction of St. Cecilia. 
 
For more detailed information, we have a free booklet 
available in the Parish Office called 
“The Windows,” with deep gratitude to 
the “Save the Windows” Committee. 
 
In the mercy of Christ, 
Fr. Banka 

Stations of the Cross                 
Every Friday evening during Lent 

 
Please join us for this wonderful Lenten 
tradition as we come together as a 
community of faith to pray and remember 
His sacrifice on the Cross. 

 
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Big Oak Flat ~ 4:00 pm 

St. Patrick’s, Sonora ~ 6:00 pm 
 

Catholic Relief Services  
Second Collection March 26-27 
 
CRS continues to encounter and 
accompany our most vulnerable 

sisters and brothers around the world. They do this, on 
our behalf, in Christ's name, motivated by faith that 
knows no bounds.  Thank you for your generosity! 

Please join us in St. Patrick’s Parish Hall THIS Sunday, 
March 20, after the 11:00 am Mass.   

 
We will come together for cake and lemonade in honor 

of our Patron, St. Patrick!  



 

 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Warren Belisle 

Roger Clark 
Marjorie Clennon 

David Costa 
Jose Luis Diaz 

Manuel Gamboa 
A. J. Holmes 

Kary Hubbard 

Don Kellogg 
Bill Kiesling 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 

Edward Rubio 
Connie Scott 

Roger Stevens 
Jackie Tucker 

Thursday, April 7 ~ Chrism Mass at the Cathedral of the   
                                   Annunciation, Stockton 6:00 pm 
Sunday, April 10 ~ Palm Sunday 
 

TRIDUUM Schedule  
Thursday, April 14 ~ Holy Thursday 

Mass at 4:00 pm, OLMC 
Mass at 6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 

Friday, April 15 ~ Good Friday 
Service begins at 2:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 

Saturday, April 16 ~ Easter Vigil 
Service begins at 8:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 

Sunday, April 17 ~ Easter Sunday 
Masses at 8:00 and 10:00 am, OLMC 
Mass at 10:00 am, St. Patrick’s 
Mass at 12:00 pm, St. Anne’s 
 

Saturday, April 23 ~ Confirmation Mass 
Sunday, April 24 ~ Divine Mercy Sunday 
Saturday, April 30 ~ First Holy Communion Mass 

 

Tuesday, March 29 ~ 6:30 pm    

St. Patrick’s Sonora 

 

Friday, April 1 ~ 4:00 pm  

Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

 
 

As part of our Parish’s Lenten journey, we are showing 
the FORMED series “Forgiven: The Transforming Power 
of Confession.” These sessions have been carefully 
designed to help Catholics more deeply encounter the 
great gift of God’s mercy in the Sacrament of 
Reconciliation and to help this sacrament become a 
regular part of their spiritual journey.  
 
Participants will discover the merciful way that God 
seeks us out when we have sinned and calls us back to 
himself. They will examine the sacrament from the 
perspective of both the priest and the penitent, and they 
will explore the scriptural foundation of the sacrament. 
This study will help them recognize the beauty of the 
Rite of Penance and the transformative power of the 
grace God offers us in this sacrament. 
 
There are 4 episodes. The series started last week and 
will continue until Holy Week. Each session should last 
about 60-90 minutes. The videos are roughly 30 
minutes, followed by a group discussion. 
     
Each session will be offered at two separate times: 
Monday evenings at 6:00 pm, and Wednesday mornings 
at 9:00 am (following Morning Mass and Rosary). Both 
Spanish and English will be shown at those times. Leon 
Casas is hosting the evening English session, and Delores 
Schlichtmann is hosting the Spanish sessions. At One 
With The Spirit will be hosting Wednesday mornings. 
Light refreshments will be served.  Please join us! 
 

Session 2: 
Monday March 21, 6:00 pm  

Wednesday March 23, 9:00 am 
St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 

Classrooms to be determined - signs will be posted! 
 

Let’s take this journey together, as one family in Christ 



 

 

March 20, 2022                                                                           The Third Sunday of Lent                                                    

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday March 21 ~ Sunday March 27 

Monday: 2 Kgs 5:1-15ab; Ps 42:2, 3; 43:3, 4;  
 Lk 4:24-30 
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43; Ps 25:4-5ab, 6, 7bc, 8-9;  
 Mt 18:21-35 
Wednesday: Dt 4:1, 5-9; Ps 147:12-13, 15-16, 19-20;  
 Mt 5:17-19 
Thursday: Jer 7:23-28; Ps 95:1-2, 6-9; Lk 11:14-23 
Friday: Is 7:10-14, 8:10; Ps 40:7-11; Heb 10:4-10;  
 Lk 1:26-38 
Saturday: Hos 6:1-6; Ps 51:3-4, 18-21ab; Lk 18:9-14 
Sunday: Jos 5:9a, 10-12; Ps 34:2-7; 2 Cor 5:17-21;  
 Lk 15:1-3, 11-32 
 Alternate readings (Year A): 
 1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23:1-6; 
 Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41 [1, 6-9, 13-17, 34-38] 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday March 20 ~ Saturday March 26 
Sunday: Third Sunday of Lent; Spring begins 
Wednesday: St. Turibius of Mogrovejo 
Friday: Annunciation of the Lord; Abstinence 

Saturday March 19 ~ Sunday March 27 
Saturday 
            OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Lorenzo Mugarra  
  Clay Sweeney  
 9:00 am Deceased members of the YLI   
 11:00 am Joe Alomia           
   1:00 pm Lupe Diaz  
    Carlos Morales  
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Wednesday   8:00 am Communion Service 
Thursday        8:00 am Communion Service      
Friday    8:00 am    Communion Service 
Saturday   
            OLMC  4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am Clay Sweeney  
  Ambrea Penney   
 9:00 am Lizbeth Gutierrez                                                                           
                        11:00 am Mitch Woods  
   1:00 pm Judith Mendoza  
     (Happy Birthday!) 

Weekly Goal 
$ 10,000 

3-6-22 
Week 10 

March 
Totals 

To Date                               

3-13-22     
Week 11 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $12,041 $18,849 $6,808 

OLMC $6,595 $7,145 $550 

E-giving $2,460 $3,145 $685 

Total  $21,096 $29,139 $8,043 

LAST YEAR $10,595 $18,114 $7,519 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $815 $905 $90 

OLMC $75 $115 $40 

Total $890 $1,020 $130 

Black and Indian Missions: St Pat’s $799; OLMC $164 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 

LET NOTHING DISTURB YOU 
Let nothing disturb you,  
Let nothing frighten you.  
All things are passing.  
God never changes.  
Patient endurance attains  
all things.  
Whoever possesses God  
lacks nothing, 
God alone is sufficient. 
               
(St. Teresa of Ávila) 
 

We send our prayers with Fr. Banka as he 
attends the annual Priest Retreat this week! 
 
Please note theses changes to our schedule:   
There will be no Daily Mass, but Deacon 
Mike will celebrate a Daily Communion 

Service, Monday - Friday March 21-25, at 8:00 am.   
 
There will be no 6:00 pm Adoration and Reconciliation 
on Wednesday, March 23.  



 

 


