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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.”
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you! Our hope is all who come to
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ. By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel. If you would like more information about
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org. If you
are new to the area, please request a new member packet. I would like
to meet all of you! I am available for appointments. Please call me at
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish
In the Gospel Reading, Jesus has not eaten for forty days in the desert, and he feels the whole forty days’ worth of
hunger. That’s a lot of hunger! At that point, Satan comes to him in the desert and urges him to turn stones into bread
so that Jesus has something to eat. Now there’s nothing good about hunger, and there’s nothing bad about bread. On
the contrary, Jesus himself commands us to pray for bread daily. And there is no question about the fact that Jesus has
the power to provide bread for himself. He can turn water into wine, and he can stop being hungry by turning stones
into bread. As far as that goes, Jesus himself tells us that if a son asks his father for bread, no good father will give him
a stone. So Jesus could get bread from stones just by asking his father, who is God and good, to give him bread.
Why doesn’t Jesus do so? And what are we to make of the line with which Jesus refuses Satan’s suggestion: people do
not live by bread alone? Notice, though, that that line does make sense if what you are telling me is that you are full. In
another Gospel, Jesus says, “Man does not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of
God” (Matthew 4:4). Jesus himself is the Word of God, and he came into the desert filled with the Spirit of God (Lk 4:1).
Even though he is hungry after so long a fast, then, there is another sense in which he really is full. Jesus’ rejection of
Satan’s urging gives us a pattern for our lives too. In our suffering, when those things we think we need in order to live
are denied us, we do not have to be desperate. When we are hungry for what we do not have because our Father God
has not given it, we still have the Word of God, which comes into us and can fill us. Jesus, who is the stone—the
cornerstone—of the Church, is our bread at the same time. And so we can be like him: full, even when, in the stony
parts of our lives, we are hungry, too.
Eleonore Stump

(Many of our Spanish speaking Parishioners did not get a bulletin last Sunday, so we are reprinting the Bishop’s message)

Queridos hermanos y hermanas,
Durante el mes de febrero, les invito a reflexionar sobre el sufrimiento de nuestras hermanas y hermanos que se
encuentran enfermos. Fue San Juan Pablo II quien designó el 11 de febrero la Fiesta de Nuestra Señora de Lourdes
como el Día Mundial de Oración Por Los Enfermos. Los últimos dos años ha sido un tiempo para concientizar a aquellos
que están sufriendo. La pandemia ha provocado un impacto global de sufrimiento y angustia en la humanidad. Muchos
de nosotros hemos sido tocados personalmente por los efectos de este virus implacable y sus variantes, por no hablar
de todas las demás enfermedades que amenazan la vida y que plagan a la humanidad.
Al rezar por los enfermos, también tengamos en cuenta a los que cuidan de los enfermos: aquellos en la profesión
médica y voluntarios que han trabajado exhaustivamente, “mas allá del llamado del deber”, por el bien de la
comunidad. Dios los bendiga por su entrega y amor al otro. ¡Si se dan cuenta o no! son una extensión de la misión
sanadora de Jesús! Este año, oremos de manera más devota por los que sufren: los miembros de nuestras familias, los
miembros de nuestras familias parroquiales y los de todo el mundo, mientras le pedimos a Nuestra Señora de Lourdes
sanación y esperanza entre los que sufren, y los que cuidan. Que estemos atentos como lo estuvo Santa Bernardita, a
quien se le apareció Nuestra Señora. Seamos discípulos de sanación, oración y de penitencia. Que crezcamos en
nuestra sensibilidad por la humanidad que necesita desesperadamente arrepentimiento y sanación. Abracemos el
amor sanador que todo lo abarca de nuestro Dios que es misericordioso y lleno de compasión.
Nuestra Señora, de Lourdes, ruega por nosotros.
Nuestra Señora, Madre de los Afligidos, ruega por nosotros.
Nuestra Señora, Auxilio de los cristianos, ruega por nosotros.
Santa Bernardita, ruega por nosotros.
En la Paz de Cristo,
Obispo Cotta
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The First Sunday of Lent

Monday 3/7 ~ Communion Service
8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora
Tuesday 3/8 - Friday 3/11 ~ Daily Mass
8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora
Wednesday 3/9 ~ Adoration/Reconciliation
6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora
Friday 3/11 ~ Stations of the Cross
4:00 pm OLMC; 6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s
Saturday 3/12 ~ Vigil Mass for Second Sunday of Lent
4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat
Sunday 3/13 ~ Second Sunday of Lent
Masses at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, 1:00 pm (Spanish)
St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora

Stations of the Cross
Every Friday evening during Lent
Please join us for this wonderful Lenten
tradition as we come together as a
community of faith to pray and remember
His sacrifice on the Cross.

Our Lady of Mt. Carmel, Big Oak Flat ~ 4:00 pm
St. Patrick’s, Sonora ~ 6:00 pm
Knights of Columbus Breakfast Fundraiser
Please join us for breakfast on
Saturday March 12 at Applebee’s
restaurant from 8:00 - 10:00 am.
Tickets are $8.50 for ddults, $6.50
for children. All proceeds will go
to fund college scholarships for
our local high school seniors.
Tickets are available to purchase after Mass, and from
any member of the Knights of Columbus.
The Food Pantry needs:
 Breakfast cereal (small boxes)
 Peanut butter & jam
 Spaghetti sauce, soup, beans
 Small shelf-stable packages of milk
 Protein bars
Your continued help is greatly appreciated!
Any questions- Sandy Tannhauser 532-3899

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts
The Sanctuary Lamp
As we begin the holy season of Lent, we are called to
look inward, to pray, to repent, and to reflect on the
great sacrifice Christ made on the Cross, a sacrifice for
us so that we may have eternal life.
It’s fitting that at this time our Enlightening Facts should
also look inward, at our own church and faith, and
perhaps see some things within our church that you
may not have been aware of before.
First of all, in the Catholic Church the entire area around
the Altar is called the Sanctuary. It is a holy space,
because the physical presence of God is there in the
Eucharist. The Sanctuary Lamp hangs above and within
the Sanctuary.
The General Instruction of the
Roman Missal (GIRM) states, “In
accordance with traditional custom,
near the tabernacle a special lamp,
fueled by oil or wax, should be kept
alight to indicate and honor the
presence of Christ.”
This lamp is meant to burn continuously, as God told
Moses when instructing him to build the Tabernacle:
“You shall command the Israelites to bring you clear oil
of crushed olives, to be used for the light, so that you
may keep lamps burning always. From evening to
morning Aaron and his sons shall maintain them before
the Lord . . . This shall be a perpetual statute for the
Israelites throughout their generations.” (Ex 27:20-21)
However, there is one time in the Church’s liturgical
year when the Sanctuary Lamp is not lit. At the end of
the Holy Thursday service, the Blessed Sacrament is
removed from the Tabernacle and taken to a different
location, the Altar of Repose. The Sanctuary Lamp is
extinguished, and the doors of the Tabernacle are left
open, revealing a dark void, an empty space. Please
note these changes when you enter the Church on Good
Friday, and like Mary, reflect on them
in your heart.
In the mercy of Christ,
Fr. Banka

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish,
and their family members.
Barbara Balestrieri
Warren Belisle
Roger Clark
Marjorie Clennon
David Costa
Jose Luis Diaz
Manuel Gamboa
A. J. Holmes
Kary Hubbard

Don Kellogg
Bill Kiesling
Gloria Patania
Frank Perry
Juan Pulido
Edward Rubio
Connie Scott
Roger Stevens
Jackie Tucker

To add or remove a name from this list,
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139.
Attn: Lectors, EMHC,
Altar Servers, and Ushers:
If there are any dates you know you
are NOT available to minister during
the 2nd Quarter of 2022 (April, May,
June), please let Sandra Betti know by Tuesday, March
15th. Please call 1-209-532-7139, ext. 109, or email
your dates to sandra@stpatssonora.org, or leave a
note in the Parish Office.
Thank you for your ministry!

Exciting News for our Parish!

St. Patrick’s Parish now has a
subscription to FORMED, a premier
online platform filled with over 4,000 Catholic studies,
movies, audio clips, e-books, and even cartoons for our
children. FORMED has content from over 60
apostolates, including Augustine Institute, Ignatius
Press, and the Knights of Columbus, with material that
is professionally produced, engaging, and solid in its
catechism. Best of all, this material is free to you!
To gain access to all of FORMED’s content, follow these
simple steps:
1. Go to https://signup.formed.org/
2. Enter our parish’s zip code: 95370
3. Enter your name and your email address
That’s it! You’re in!
And you can get the free FORMED app for your phone
by searching FORMED Catholic in your app store.

Tuesday, March 29 ~ 6:30 pm
St. Patrick’s Sonora
Friday, April 1 ~ 4:00 pm
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat
NEW Bible Study at
Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Revelation: The Kingdom
Yet to Come
It’s not too late to join us!
What: A Bible Study of the Book of Revelation
Where: Zoom Meeting
When: 1st and 3rd Mondays starting Feb 21st
Time: 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Text: Material provided to participants
DVD Speaker: 11 sessions by Jeff Cavins
This invitation is extended to all parishioners who would
like to learn more about the book of Revelation. This is
part one of a two-part study on the Book of Revelation.
In this study, Jeff Cavins will unpack the mysteries of the
Book of Revelation over an 11-session presentation that
will take on an intriguing look at one of the most talkedabout books in Scripture.
We will be using the complementary book by Michael
Barber titled “Coming Soon – Unlocking the Book of
Revelation and Applying Its Lessons Today” ($19.95 from
Amazon). Contact Warren Belisle at 962-4309 or email:
bellale@msn.com for more information.

Thursday, April 14 ~ Holy Thursday
Friday, April 15 ~ Good Friday
Saturday, April 16 ~ Easter Vigil
Sunday, April 17 ~ Easter Sunday
Saturday, April 23 ~ Confirmation Mass
Saturday, April 30 ~ First Holy Communion Mass
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The First Sunday of Lent

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday March 7 ~ Sunday March 13

Saturday March 5 ~ Sunday March 13
Saturday
OLMC 4:00 pm No Intentions
Sunday
7:30 am George Segarini 
Clay Sweeney 
9:00 am Gjisbert & Margarete Spilt 
Wilhelminia Lim 
11:00 am Joan Holland 
Edward Pasby 
1:00 pm Ana Diaz Hernandez 
Felipa Guerrero 
Monday
8:00 am Communion Service
Tuesday
8:00 am Richard Lauterio 
Wednesday 8:00 am Gjisbert & Margarete Spilt 
Geri & Bernie Wick, Jr. (Healing)
Thursday
8:00 am Roberto & Mercedes Gregorio 
Friday
8:00 am Alicia Diaz 
Ines Bandera 
Saturday
OLMC 4:00 pm
No Intentions
Sunday
7:30 am Clay Sweeney 
Irene Davis 
9:00 am Tete Arellano 
Virma Mabutas (Happy Birthday!)
11:00 am Jack McCoy 
LaVon & Jack Woodcock 
1:00 pm Ana Diaz Hernandez 
Adolfo Negrete 

Sunday March 13
Daylight Saving Time
Begins
Set your clocks ahead
1 hour before going to
bed on Saturday

Weekly Goal
$ 10,000

2-6-22
Week 6

Monday:

Lv 19:1-2, 11-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15;
Mt 25:31-46
Tuesday:
Is 55:10-11; Ps 34:4-7, 16-19; Mt 6:7-15
Wednesday: Jon 3:1-10; Ps 51:3-4, 12-13, 18-19;
Lk 11:29-32
Thursday:
Est C:12, 14-16, 23-25; Ps 138:1-3, 7c-8;
Mt 7:7-12
Friday:
Ez 18:21-28; Ps 130:1-8; Mt 5:20-26
Saturday:
Dt 26:16-19; Ps 119:1-2, 4-5, 7-8;
Mt 5:43-48
Sunday:
Gn 15:5-12, 17-18; Ps 27:1, 7-9, 13-14;
Phil 3:17 — 4:1 [3:20 — 4:1]; Lk 9:28b-36

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday March 6 ~ Saturday March 12
Sunday:

First Sunday of Lent;
Girl Scouting Sunday
Monday:
Ss. Perpetua and Felicity;
Julian calendar Lent begins
Tuesday:
St. John of God
Wednesday: St. Frances of Rome
Friday:
Abstinence

2-13-22
Week 7

2-20-22
Week 8

2-27-22
Week 9

February
Totals

General Offerings
St. Pat’s

$6,809

$4,015

$4,241

$5,593

$20,658

OLMC

$1,508

$894

$820

$960

$4,182

E-giving

$2,325

$635

$325

$655

$3,940

Total

$10,642

$5,544

$5,386

$7,208

$28,780

LAST YEAR

$11,940

$7,151

$5,518

$11,072

$35,681

Maintenance Offering
St. Pat’s

$728

$85

$170

$23,300*

$24,283

OLMC

$80

$10

$40

$25

$155

Total

$808

$95

$210

$23,325

$24,438

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings!
* No, this is not a typo! God Bless our Parishioners; we are so grateful and blessed.

