
 

 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
or by appt. 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
  8:00 am 
 Sunday 
  7:30 am 
  9:00 am                               
11:00 am 

                               1:00 pm 
Reconciliation: Wednesday 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, or by appt. 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
   Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Steven Kristensen,  
                   Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
 Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
           Administrative  Assistant 

Contact Us 
Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  1-209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
1-209-532-7139  
Ext. 107 (Sonora) 
Ext. 111 (Big Oak Flat) 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments. Please call me at    
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 
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Jesus said, 
“Take care to 

guard against 
all greed, for 
though one 

may be rich, 
one’s life does 
not consist of 
possessions.”  

 
(Luke 12:15) 



 

 

The word “vanity” has come to mean “excessive belief in 
your own abilities or your attractiveness to others.” But 
the original meaning of the word, the one that makes 
sense of the First Reading, was “empty or valueless.” “In 
vain” comes closer to the meaning. 
 
So when Qoheleth, the presumed author of this Reading 
says, “vanity of vanities! All things are vanity," he means 
that everything we do is in vain. This is like a statement 
of despair. Likely he would be diagnosed today with 
depression!  
 
Maybe you or I, at the bottom of our hearts, would be 
tempted to this dark vision also, especially with so many 
things going wrong today. Is the answer found when the 
beer commercials tell us “it doesn’t get any better than 
this,” illustrating people as they drink too much, with 
laughing, perfect smiles? We have to wonder if maybe 
there is something more to live for than this. 
 
So let us ask whether the First Reading is correct, that 
our lives are truly “in vain.” The reading gives a dark 
answer. “What profit comes to man from all the toil and 
anxiety of heart with which he has labored under the 
sun? All his days sorrow and grief are their occupation; 
even at night his mind is not at rest.” Do we recognize 
this state? 
 
Is our life devoted to riches or looking good? No? Then 
are we dedicated to “the bottom line,” to fighting for 
“enough” (so we will have something to live for)? 
Qoheleth says we seek these things in vain. Maybe we 
should listen to him. Maybe we should stop ignoring the 
poor, for instance. 
 
Look at the Gospel. There Jesus says succinctly that our 
life should not consist of possessions, even though we 
may have plenty. He tells the famous parable about a 
very rich man who produces a huge harvest and is busy 
tearing down his barns to build still larger ones in order 
to hoard more. Read it. Then ask, is that a reasonable 
way to live? 
 
Must be, because we can find it all through Americanized 
cultures, constructing ever flashier buildings in our cities 
even while drugs and poverty beset our very lives. Don’t 
we say that values are unnecessary? Do we use other 
people to get what we want? Just like the man in Jesus’ 
story. Just like what Qoheleth calls “vanity.” 
 

Well, this particular rich man got a nasty surprise when 
he went about eating, drinking and being merry 
(Gospel). God said to him, “You fool, this night your life 
will be demanded of you; and the things you have 
prepared, to whom will they belong?” Thus will it be for 
all who store up treasure for themselves. 
 
Could this be said to you or me? “You fool!”  
 
Whether we are rich or poor, are we trying to hoard 
what we have? Are we being children of God or children 
of mammon? 
 
Truth is, human beings are fashioned in such a way that 
we are able to open up to the source and summit of all 
love, God. This might be the one thing that makes life 
worth living! If we cannot see over the piles of 
possessions we have (or wish we had), aren’t our honors 
and gains in vain? 
 
If death were on its way to us this very night, what 
would God say to us? 

Special Second Collection  ~  Weekend of August 13-14 
The Priest Retirement Fund  
for the Diocese of Stockton 

This is your opportunity to give back to our 
retired Priests who have faithfully dedicated 

their lives to serving the Pastoral ministry. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Fr. John Foley, SJ 

© 2022 Fr. John B. Foley.    All rights reserved. Permission is 
hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use. Fr. 
Foley is a composer and scholar at St. Louis University. 

St. Patrick's Food Pantry has had many 
requests from families for help.  We are 
in desperate need of the following items:  
• Canned fruit  15 oz 
• Spaghetti sauce 15 oz 
• Breakfast cereal 
• Peanut butter, 12oz. 
• Jam/Jelly, 10 oz. or the small restaurant packets 
• Skillet meals i.e. Mac N Cheese/Rice a Roni 
• Chili/Beans 
• Fruit cups 
 
Please bring your donation to Mass or to the Parish 
Office.  Thank you for your generosity! 



 

 

Monday 8/1 ~ Communion Service 
             8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Parish Hall, Sonora 

Tuesday 8/2—Friday 8/5 ~ Daily Mass 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Parish Hall, Sonora 

Wednesday 8/3 ~ Adoration/Reconciliation resumes 
                          6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Parish Hall, Sonora 

Saturday 8/4 ~ Vigil Mass for 19th Sunday  
                                     in Ordinary Time  
                 4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel 
                           Parish Services Collection 

Sunday 8/5 ~ 19th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11 am; 1:00 pm Spanish 
                        St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 
                          Parish Services Collection 

July 31, 2022                                            The Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
Octaves and Novenas 

 
I’ve been asked what’s the difference between an 
Octave and a Novena.  Besides the obvious — an Octave 
is eight days; a Novena is nine days — there are some 
other interesting differences too. The number eight in 
Judeo -Christian tradition is associated with festivity and 
joy, while the number nine is often associated with 
suffering and petition. 
 
A Novena is basically nine days of devotional prayer.  It 
can be public or private prayer, it can be the same 
prayer for all nine days or it can follow a format of 
different prayers each day. Every Novena has a different 
intention; some are quite specific, some are more 
general, some are dedicated to a Saint, and some are to 
obtain special graces.  
 
On the other hand, an Octave is eight days of rejoicing! 
After the two most important days of the Liturgical 
year—Easter and Christmas—the Church gives us eight 
more days to celebrate and to imprint upon our hearts 
and minds the mystery and grace of God.  The Christmas 
Octave is from December 25 to January 1. The Easter 
Octave is from Easter Sunday to the 2nd Sunday of 
Easter (Divine Mercy Sunday). The Easter Octave is so 
important in our Liturgy that it overrides any other 
Feasts that fall within that week. 
 
I rejoiced when they said to me, 
“Let us go to the house of the LORD!” 
(Psalm 122:1) 
 
In the joy of Christ, 
Fr. Banka  

St. Patrick’s Parishioners—please note: 
Weekday Masses will be in the Parish Hall 
next week. If all goes as planned, we will 
return to the Church for Sunday Masses on 

August 5th.  If not, we will be in the Parish Hall on 
Sunday as well.  
 
Our lovely St. Patrick’s Church interior is getting some 
long needed repairs and fresh new paint! God bless you 
for your generosity to St. Patrick’s Maintenance Fund. 
Maintaining our property, especially these older 
buildings, is difficult at times but the beauty and history 
of our sacred buildings makes it all worthwhile!   

Do you know someone who is looking 
for answers in life? Do friends ask you 
why you’re Catholic? Invite them to our 
Inquiry classes! 
 
The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 
will start on Tuesday, August 16. We 
meet at St. Patrick’s Parish Hall in 
Room 1 at 6:30 pm every Tuesday 
evening. RCIA is an opportunity for 
those interested in joining the Catholic 

Church to learn about our faith. If you have never been 
baptized, or are baptized but not confirmed into the 
Catholic Church, this class will help you work through 
the process. Please contact the church office if you are 
interested: 209-532-7139. 

Do you have a  

for God? 

 
Do you have a  
for kids? 

 
Do you have a  
for teens? 
 

 
Join us this year as a teacher or assistant in our 

Faith Formation Program! 
WE NEED YOU! 

 
Contact Kathy Casas 209-770-5987  
or the Parish Office 209-532-7139 



 

 

INTO YOUR HANDS,  
O LORD,      

we commend the soul of   

Warren Belisle 
 

  Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon him. May he rest in peace. 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Roger Clark 
David Costa 

Gerardo Diaz 
Sue Froseth 

Manuel Gamboa 
Martha Golay 
A. J. Holmes 

Don Kellogg 
Bill Kiesling 
Jerry Lynn 
Jim Napier 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

  
Friday, August 5 ~ First Friday, Mass 8:00 am 
                         Adoration 8:30 - 3:30, St. Patrick’s Church 
Monday, August 15 ~ The Solemnity of the Assumption    
                                        of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Thursday, August 25 ~ First meeting for planning 
         St. Patrick’s Christmas Fair, Parish Hall 5:30, potluck 
Friday, September 2 ~ First Friday, Mass 8:00 am 
                         Adoration 8:30 - 3:30, St. Patrick’s Church 
Monday, September 5 ~ Labor Day, Parish Office closed 

Docents needed for St. Anne's Catholic Church 
Come and enjoy the pleasure of showing 
beautiful and historic St. Anne's to 
visitors. Docents are needed for Saturday 
or Sunday, 11:00 am to 3:00 pm, 
throughout July and August. All the 
educational information you’ll need will 
be provided. The visitors who come are so 
very happy to be able to enter the church! 

For more information or to choose a day to take a turn, 
please call Marcia Watts @ 209-213-9746. 

At One With the Spirit ~ Adult Faith Formation  
New classes in July-August using Formed programming! 

Monday night group will start August 8th! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Jesus and the Dead Sea Scrolls 
The greatest archeological discovery of the 20th century 
gave the world the Dead Sea Scrolls. As the oldest 
sacred documents of Judaism, the scrolls have many 
surprising connections to early Christianity. 
 
Biblical scholar Dr. John Bergsma and Franciscan 
University of Steubenville president Father Dave 
Pivonka, TOR, discuss the history and mysteries of the 
scrolls, what they reveal about Jesus Christ, the 
sacraments, and the early Church, and why they matter 
to believers and non-believers today.  
 

Wednesday sessions have already started: 
St. Patrick’s Parish Hall ~ Room 1 

Wednesday mornings 9:00—10:30 am 
Light refreshments will be served 

 
Monday sessions will begin August 8th 

 St. Patrick’s Parish Hall ~ Room 1 
Monday evenings 6:30—8:00 pm 
These are two separate groups! 

For more information, email: 
atonewiththespirit@stpatssonora.org 

Our brothers and sisters at All Saints Catholic Church in 
Twain Harte are having their Annual Garage Sale the 
first weekend of August. Friday August 5th through 
Sunday August 7th, all day from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm. 

 
They have so many treasures you just 
have to see, including collectibles and 
antiques! 
 

 
18674 Cherokee Dr., Twain Harte (Take Joaquin Gully 
Road and turn left at the sign on Cherokee Rd.)  



 

 

July 31, 2022                                             The Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time                                

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday August 1 ~ Sunday August 7 

Monday: Jer 28:1-17; Ps 119:29, 43, 79, 80, 95, 102;  
 Mt 14:13-21 
Tuesday: Jer 30:1-2, 12-15, 18-22; Ps 102:16-21, 29,  
 22-23; Mt 14:22-36 or Mt 15:1-2, 10-14 
Wednesday: Jer 31:1-7; Jer 31:10, 11-12ab, 13;  
 Mt 15:21-28 
Thursday: Jer 31:31-34; Ps 51:12-15, 18-19;  
 Mt 16:13-23 
Friday: Na 2:1, 3; 3:1-3, 6-7; Dt 32:35cd-36ab,  
 39abcd, 41; Mt 16:24-28 
Saturday: Dn 7:9-10, 13-14; Ps 97:1-2, 5-6, 9;  
 2 Pt 1:16-19; Lk 9:28b-36 
Sunday: Wis 18:6-9; Ps 33:1, 12, 18-22;  
 Hb 11:1-2, 8-19 [1-2, 8-12];  
 Lk 12:32-48 [35-40] 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday July 31 ~ Saturday August 6 
Sunday: Eighteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Monday: St. Alphonsus Liguori 
Tuesday: St. Eusebius of Vercelli;  
 St. Peter Julian Eymard 
Thursday: St. John Vianney 
Friday: Dedication of the Basilica of St. Mary 
 Major; First Friday 
Saturday: The Transfiguration of the Lord;  
 First Saturday 

Saturday July 30 ~ Sunday August 7 
Saturday 
           OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions  
Sunday           7:30 am Ed Phillips  
  Clay Sweeney                       
 9:00 am     No Intentions                     
                       11:00 am Kerry Wilder   
 1:00 pm  Raul Gamboa  
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am  No Intentions 
Wednesday   8:00 am  No Intentions 
Thursday        8:00 am   No Intentions 
Friday    8:00 am   Roberto & Mercedes Gregorio  
Saturday           
            OLMC 4:00 pm  Warren Belisle  
Sunday 7:30 am Ed Phillips   
 9:00 am Erlinda Verceles  
   (Happy Birthday!)                        
                        11:00 am Eludio Zuzuela  
  Tim Dorner   
 1:00 pm Samuel Villafana  
   (Happy Birthday!) 

Ordinary Time 

Parish Services Collection 
Next weekend, August 5-6 
Ushers will be outside 
after all Masses to collect 
your spare change. This 
monthly collection is for 
our Parishioners in need. 

Weekly 
Goal 

$ 10,000 

7-3-22      
Week 27 

7-10-22 
Week 28 

July Totals 
To Date                             

7-17-22 
Week 29 

7-24-22 
Week 30 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $5,114 $5,467 $20,872 $4,412 $5,879 

OLMC $820 $713 $2,950 $1,045 $372 

E-giving $505 $2,875 $4,920 $945 $595 

Total  $6,439 $9,055 $28,742 $6,402 $6,846 

LAST YEAR $9,773 $7,861 $28,715 $5,295 $5,786 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $672 $30 $892 $60 $130 

OLMC $150 $5 $180 $25 $0 

Total $822 $35 $1,072 $85 $130 

Thank you for your continued and generous offerings!  



 

 


