
 

 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
or by appt. 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
  8:00 am 
 Sunday 
  7:30 am 
  9:00 am                               
11:00 am 

                               1:00 pm 
Reconciliation: Wednesday 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, or by appt. 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
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Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Michael Tippett, Deacon 
Steven Kristensen,  
              Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
             Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
            Administrative Assistant 

Contact Us 
Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  1-209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
1-209-532-7139  
Ext. 107 (Sonora) 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments. Please call me at    
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 

. . . in our Parish 
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Jesus said, 
“Whoever 

exalts himself 
will be 

humbled,  
and the one 

who humbles 
himself will be 

exalted.” 
 

(Luke 18:14b) 

30th  



 

 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Fr. Ron Rolheiser 

© 2022 Used with permission of the author, Oblate Father Ron 
Rolheiser. Currently, Father Rolheiser is serving as President of 
the Oblate School of Theology in San Antonio, Texas.  

For most of us, I suspect, the word ego has a negative 
connotation. To accuse someone of having a big ego is to 
accuse him of being overfull of himself, inflated, 
grandiose, and lacking in humility. We almost always 
oppose the words ego and humility. To have a big ego is 
to not be humble. But that can be simplistic and untrue. 
To have a strong, large ego isn’t necessarily a bad thing. 
In fact, it is a needed thing, especially if we are ever to 
achieve anything of worth. Nobody does anything great 
without a strong ego, and that doesn’t mean that he or 
she isn’t humble. 
 
For example, few people would ever think of Mother 
Theresa as having had a big ego. We think of her as 
humility incarnate. Yet, clearly, she had a huge ego—a 
powerful self-image that allowed her to stand before the 
whole world convinced of her truth, convinced of her 
worth, and convinced of her importance. She could stand 
before anyone in the world secure in the knowledge that 
her person and her word were important. It takes a 
powerful ego to do that, one more powerful than most 
of us possess. Indeed that was one of the keys to her 
greatness. She was aware that she was a unique and 
blessed instrument of God in this world and she was 
secure enough to act on that. And yet she was humble. 
She was aware as well, always, that everything that 
made her unique and special and powerful did not come 
from her, but from God. She was simply a channel of 
somebody else’s power and grace. She had a huge ego, 
but she wasn’t an egoist. She was never full of herself, 
only full of God. 
 
John Paul II might be similarly judged. He too was a 
model of humility, but he too clearly had a huge ego. He 
could stand in front of millions of people, stretch out his 
hands, and say: “I love you!” (along with the implied 
corollary.) “And it’s important that you hear this from 
me!” It takes a powerful ego to do that. Most of us 
would experience a congenital seizure if we tried to do 
this. We would be blocked by a hundred internal 
inhibitions, all of them paralyzing us with the words: 
“Who do you think you are to say something like that! 
What gives you the right to think the world wants a 
public declaration of your love?” 
 
Again, like Mother Theresa, John Paul II could say this 
and still be humble because he was also clear that his 
uniqueness and grace did not come from him or belong 
to him. He was only its channel. He could access 
greatness and let it flow through him without apology, 

but he didn’t identify with that greatness or claim it as 
his own. That’s the difference between humility and 
grandiosity, between being great and being an egoist. An 
egoist accesses the greatness, but, unlike a saint, 
identifies with it and claims it as his own. 
 
Spirituality, in general, has been slow to admit the 
importance of ego and has often been in outright denial 
of the role it plays in greatness, especially spiritual 
greatness. Somehow we cannot admit that saints like 
Francis of Assisi, Theresa of Avila, John of the Cross, or 
Therese of Lisieux had huge egos—powerful self-images 
that made them secure in the sense of their unique 
importance. Instead we project on to them a false idea 
of humility which isn’t true to them and which hurts us. 
It hurts us because, for so many of us, the bigger 
problem in our lives, including our spiritual lives, is 
precisely that our egos are too weak. Our self-image is 
too weak to allow us to do anything really great or even 
just to reach out in warmth and love. 
 
Because our self-image is weak, unlike Mother Theresa 
or John Paul II, we are too inhibited to reach out, to 
speak our truth and to express our love. We have too 
many internal voices, and perhaps external voices as 
well, that habitually paralyze us with the words: “Who 
do you think you are! That’s just pride and arrogance! 
That’s just ego! You aren’t talented enough or good 
enough to do this! Nobody wants this from you!” 
 
As well, it is not because our egos are strong but because 
they are weak that we so often feel the need to protect 
ourselves. We struggle to be vulnerable, to not be 
paranoid and protect ourselves. Why? Precisely because 
we aren’t secure enough inside, because our egos and 
our sense of self-worth are shaky. Francis of Assisi, 
Theresa of Avila, Therese of Lisieux, and John of the 
Cross never needed to protect themselves. They were 
secure enough to be vulnerable. They had strong egos. 
 
We should always be weary of pride, of egoism. But false 
humility does not protect us against pride. Instead it 
prevents us from being warm and loving—and from ever 
achieving anything great. 



 

 

Monday 10/24 ~ Communion Service 
                 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 10/25—Friday 10/28 ~ Daily Mass 
                  8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 10/26 ~ Adoration/Reconciliation 
                  6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 10/29 ~ Vigil Mass for 31st Sunday  
                                     in Ordinary Time  
     4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat  

Sunday 10/30 ~ 31st Sunday in Ordinary Time 
    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am; 1:00 pm Spanish 
                        St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

October 23, 2022                                                The Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
Karol Józef Wojtyła, Part II 

 
Pope St. John Paul II lived such a long and interesting 
life. There are so many fascinating facts about him, I 
needed to continue the story! 

 
There are a lot of “firsts” in his life: 
First Slavic Pope 
First Pope to visit the White House 
First Pope to visit Cuba 
First Pope to visit a Synagogue 
 

As well as the leader of the Roman Catholic Church, he 
was a world leader and global diplomat. You may not 
have known that in the USA, diplomatic relations with 
the Holy See lapsed way back in 1870. It was Pope John 
Paul II and President Ronald Regan who established full 
diplomatic relations between the USA and the Vatican, a 
relationship expected to continue now in perpetuity. 
 
In 1994, Pope John Paul II established full diplomatic 
relations between the Vatican and Israel. Having lived 
through the Nazi invasion and World War II, he was 
dedicated to building a strong alliance and good 
relationship between Jews and Catholics. He often met 
with Jewish leaders, commemorated the Holocaust, and 
repeatedly condemned anti-Semitism.   
 
In the joy of Christ, 
Fr. Banka  

Mass Schedule for All Saints Day and All Souls Day 
 
All Saints Day, Tuesday November 1  
St. Patrick’s, Sonora: Masses at 8:00 am 
and 6:30 pm 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat: 
Mass at 4:00 pm 
 

 
All Souls Day, Wednesday November 2 
St. Patrick’s, Sonora: Mass at 8:00 am 
 
St. Patrick’s Cemetery, Sonora:  
Mass at 11:00 am, followed by the 
Blessing of the Tombs 
 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat:  
Mass at 4:00 pm, followed by the Blessing of the Tombs 

Confirmation, often misunderstood, is of vital 
importance for every Catholic Christian. In three brief, 
but compelling sessions, Dr. Brant Pitre unlocks the 
truth and power of Confirmation by exploring our 
relationship with the Holy Spirit, the biblical history of 
Pentecost, and the significance of Confirmation in the 
life of the Church, and every believer. 

 
St. Patrick’s Parish Hall – Room 1 

Three sessions starting  
Wednesday morning, November 2 at 9:00 am 

Or  
Monday evening, November 7 at 6:00 pm  

Please Join Us! 
 

For more information: 
atonewiththespirit@stpatssonora.org 

 
 

Light refreshments will be served 

The next St. Patrick’s Altar and 
Rosary Society Meeting will be on 
Tuesday, November 1st at 10:00 
am, in St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 
Room 1.  All ladies of the Parish 
are invited to attend. 

mailto:atonewiththespirit@stpatssonora.org


 

 

 

 

We need volunteers to help with the annual St. Patrick’s 
Christmas Fair on Saturday, November 19.  This is one of 
our best fundraisers, and you can be a part of it! 

 Like to exercise?  Help move items from the garage 
to the Parish Hall before the Fair. 

 Like to meet people?  Help by manning one of the 
booths the day of the Fair. 

 Like to organize?  Help tear down and put things 
away the day after the Fair. 

And many other “jobs” need to be filled too! Please call 
the Parish Office, give your name and contact info, and 
we will get back to you ASAP! 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 
Roger Clark 
David Costa 

Gerardo Diaz 
Sue Froseth 

Manuel Gamboa 
A. J. Holmes 

Ski Kalischewski  

Don Kellogg 
Bill Kiesling 

Joan Montesano 
Jim Napier 

Gloria Patania 
Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 
Connie Scott 

 

CHRISTMAS BASKETS! 
We are looking for parishioners who will donate items 
for the Christmas Baskets which will be sold at our 
Annual Christmas Fair on November 19.  Please stop by 
after all Masses starting this week, pick up a tag and 
bring items to the Parish Office during the week, then 
we can begin making our beautiful Christmas Baskets! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Children’s Liturgy of the Word resumes this 
Sunday at the 11:00 am Mass, and will 
continue every Sunday. All children ages 4-9 
are invited to join the fun!   

We have formed a new ministry to clean-up and 
maintain our St. Patrick’s (Mountain View) cemetery 
in Sonora. Gloria Volpetti has generously volunteered to 
lead the ministry. One of the Corporal Works of Mercy is 
to bury the dead, and maintaining their final resting 
place is an important part of that. If you are interested 
in being a part of the group, please 
call Gloria:  209-352-6754.  

CALLING ALL BAKERS! 
YLGI is running the bake sale booth at 
the Christmas Fair on November 19. 
If you would like to support us by 
baking non-perishable goods, please 

drop them off at the Parish Hall by 5:00 pm on Friday 
November 18th.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Evelyn Parish at 530-239-5012.  Thank you for 
your donation! 

YLGI will host its second annual Advent Tree Lighting 
Ceremony on Sunday, November 27th at 5:00 pm.  
 
We invite you to participate in the Tree Lighting by 
purchasing an ornament in memory of or to honor a 
loved one. This is a wonderful way to remember your 
deceased loved ones or the special people in your life by 
placing an ornament on this memorable tree.  
 
More information on how to place your 
order will be in a future bulletin. Thank you!  

Matthew 25 Breakfast has resumed! 
We will be serving breakfast from 6:30 
to 8:00 am on Tuesdays only, in the 
Parish Hall. We could use donations of 
food items. Thank you! 



 

 

October 23, 2022                                                 The Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time                          

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday October 24 ~ Sunday October 30 

Monday: Eph 4:32 — 5:8; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 13:10-17 
Tuesday: Eph 5:21-33 or 5:2a, 25-33; Ps 128:1-5;  
 Lk 13:18-21 
Wednesday: Eph 6:1-9; Ps 145:10-14; Lk 13:22-30 
Thursday: Eph 6:10-20; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10;  
 Lk 13:31-35 
Friday: Eph 2:19-22; Ps 19:2-5; Lk 6:12-16 
Saturday: Phil 1:18b-26; Ps 42:2, 3, 5cdef;  
 Lk 14:1, 7-11 
Sunday: Wis 11:22 — 12:2; Ps 145:1-2, 8-11, 13-14;  
 2 Thes 1:11 — 2:2; Lk 19:1-10 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday October 23 ~ Saturday October 29 
Sunday: Thirtieth Sunday in Ordinary Time;  
 World Mission Sunday 
Monday: St. Anthony Mary Claret 
Friday: Ss. Simon and Jude 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday October 22 ~ Sunday October 30 
Saturday 
           OLMC  4:00 pm  No Intentions 
Sunday           7:30 am Clay Sweeney                         
                        9:00 am  Lizbeth Gutierrez  
  Louis Njirich       
                      11:00 am Marilouise Sowa  
                        1:00 pm  Alex Ramirez (Birthday) 
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Felipe Silveira  
  Carlos and Marcos Balbuena  
Wednesday   8:00 am Conversion of America 
Thursday        8:00 am  Sal & Judith Villafana   
    (Anniversary) 
  Luz Carrera (Birthday) 
Friday    8:00 am   Tomas & Rosalinda Moitoso  
  Sharon Sowa  
Saturday           
            OLMC 4:00 pm   No Intentions 
Sunday 7:30 am  No Intentions 
 9:00 am  No Intentions 
                       11:00 am Souls in Purgatory  
                         1:00 pm Gabriela Diaz (Birthday) 
  Leandra Meza  

 
Tuesday, November 1 ~ All Saints Day 
Wednesday, November 2 ~ All Souls Day 
Friday, November 4 ~ First Friday, Mass 
8:00 am,   Adoration 8:30 am —3:30 pm, 
St. Patrick’s 
Friday, November 11 ~ Veterans’ Day 
Saturday, November 19 ~  St. Patrick’s 
Parish Christmas Fair! 
Thursday, November 24 ~ Thanksgiving 
Day, Parish Office Closed 
Sunday, November 27 ~ First Sunday of 
Advent and a New Liturgical Year begins! 
 
 
Friday, December 2 ~ First Friday, Mass 
8:00 am, Adoration 8:30 am —3:30 pm,  
St. Patrick’s 
Thursday, December 8 ~ The Immaculate 
Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Next Sunday, October 30, is the 5th 
Sunday so the Knights of Columbus will 
be praying the Rosary before the 7:30 
and 11:00 am Masses at St. Patrick’s. 

Weekly 
Goal 

$ 10,000 

10-2-22      
Week 40 

10-9-22 
Week 41 

October 
Totals          

To Date                                            

10-16-22 
Week 42 

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $5,856 $6,289 $17,404 $5,259 

OLMC $760 $880 $2,602 $962 

E-giving $1,975 $1,080 $4,150 $1,095 

Total  $8,591 $8,249 $24,156 $7,316 

LAST YEAR $11,933 $5,229 $26,052 $8,890 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $559 $1,532 $2,346 $255 

OLMC $60 $30 $105 $15 

Total $619 $1,562 $2,451 $270 

Relief for Hurricane Ian: St. Pat’s $911; OLMC $162 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings!  



 

 


