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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.”
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you! Our hope is all who come to
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ. By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel. If you would like more information about
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org. If you
are new to the area, please request a new member packet. I would like
to meet all of you! I am available for appointments. Please call me at
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish

In

today’s Gospel Reading, Jesus commands us to love our enemies. In other words, every one of us is commanded
to love each person who counts as an enemy to us. Many people suppose that no one except a Saint could fulfill this
command. Other people think that this command is nothing more than permission to connive with evil, because if you
love your enemy instead of clobbering him, you enable him to continue his wrongdoing.
But consider what love is. As Thomas Aquinas explains it, love consists in two desires: (1) a desire for good for the
beloved person, and (2) a desire for union with that person. So, for example, “Paula” loves her enemy “Jerome” only if
she desires good for Jerome and union with Jerome.
But now notice that what is good for Jerome will depend on Jerome. Desiring Jerome’s good requires Paula’s foregoing
punishment for him if that would be for his good—or insisting on punishment for him if that would be for his good.
What is best for Jerome is whatever it takes to bring him to a morally good condition in mind and will; and that might
include Paula’s calling the police to arrest him.
For this same reason, Paula’s desire for union with Jerome need not include a desire for companionship with him. If
Jerome is entirely unrepentant, then Paula’s desire for union with him should not involve a willingness to be in his
company. In that worst case, Paula’s desire for union with Jerome can appropriately come to no more than the desire
that Jerome will repent and reform, so that companionship becomes a possibility for them.
The desire of love is a desire to be at one with the beloved person, but you can be unified with a person only if you
each love the good. The proverb says that there is no honor among thieves, but there is no unity among them either. To
love your enemy, then, is not to enable him to continue to do morally wrong acts against you or anybody else either. If
you want what is good for your enemy, you will want for him what you want for yourself: to be a person who has love
for the Lord and obedience to him. And if you want union with your enemy, you won’t want him to go to hell because
he has hurt you. You will be glad if in love and obedience to the Lord, he finds his way to heaven too.
So that is what it is to love your enemy. Each one of us can do this, can’t we?
Eleonore Stump

We

all know that you must love your friends, and love those who love you. We know that you can’t let people
get away with slapping you in the face. We know that when someone takes something away from you, steps must be
taken to have the stolen goods returned. We know that when you lend someone something, you expect them to pay it
back. We know that criminals are to be judged, and wrongdoers are to be condemned. Such things are obvious. They
are part of the wisdom of the ages that has been passed on to us, and which we are passing on to our children.
But there is another wisdom, that revealed in God’s Son and for which we pray in the opening prayer. According to this
wisdom, you are to love your enemies, bless those who curse you, give people your other cheek to slap, offer more
goods to those who are taking things from you, lend without expecting repayment, and go through life without judging
or condemning anyone. This is the wisdom Jesus challenges us with in His sermon.
“Faith in Your word is the way to wisdom.” What would happen if Christians everywhere were to base their lives on
such wisdom?
Gerald Darring
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The Seventh Sunday in Ordinary time

Monday 2/21 ~ Communion Service
8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora
Tuesday 2/22 - Friday 2/25 ~ Daily Mass
8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora
Wednesday 2/23 ~ Adoration and Reconciliation
6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Sonora
Saturday 2/26 ~ Vigil Mass for
Eighth Sunday In Ordinary Time
4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat

Sunday 2/27 ~ Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Masses at 7:30, 9:00, 11:00 am, 1:00 pm (Spanish)
St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora

St. Patrick’s Youth Group

Please join us on Sunday
February 27 after the
11:00 am Mass for an
exciting, unique and very
fun cooking class. We are
going to learn how to roll
sushi!
This fresh, healthy Japanese cuisine has become an
American favorite. Beautiful to look at, and even better
to taste!
Not signed up yet for Youth
Group? Register on Feb 27 after
Mass.

YLGI Fat Tuesday Soup Luncheon!
Please join us on Tuesday, March 1 from 11:30am1:30pm upstairs in the Parish Hall for an all-you-can-eat
Minestrone soup luncheon served with bread and a
dessert, all for just $10.
We hope to see you there!
Please bring your blessed palms from
Palm Sunday last year to Mass on
February 20 or 27. There will be a large
basket at the back of the church for the palms. We will
burn the palms on Tuesday March 1, and the ashes will
be used for Ash Wednesday services, March 2.

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts
Cathedra Petri
This Tuesday, February 22 (or 2-22-22, for those who like
numbers!), we celebrate the Feast of The Chair of St.
Peter. As with most Catholic traditions, there is more
than one layer of meaning in this Feast. First of all, there
is an actual physical Chair of St. Peter. But there is also a
Spiritual meaning and reality to this Chair.
The physical chair is located in Rome at St. Peter’s
Basilica. It is ancient, the original chair being just a plain
armchair made from oak. Over time there have been
many modifications, both to repair it and to give it
various ornamentations. Today the chair is enclosed in a
highly ornate bronze casing which is over 4.5 feet tall.
And the Spiritual meaning of this chair, or Cathedra
Petri? In the words of Pope Benedict, “Cathedra literally
means the established seat of the Bishop, placed in the
mother church of a diocese which for this reason is
known as a 'cathedral'; it is the symbol of the Bishop's
authority and in particular, of his 'magisterium', that is,
the evangelical teaching which, as a successor of the
Apostles, he is called to safeguard and to transmit to the
Christian Community . . . The See of Rome, after St.
Peter's travels, thus came to be recognized as the See of
the Successor of Peter, and its Bishop's 'cathedra'
represented the mission entrusted to him by Christ to
tend His entire flock..." (General Audience Feb 22, 2006)
In celebrating the Chair of St. Peter, we recognize it as a
symbol of the love of the Good Shepherd, who wanted
to gather His whole church and keep her on the right
path, entrusting St. Peter and all successive Popes and
Bishops with the authority to carry out
this mission.
In the joy of Christ,
Fr. Banka

Please prayerfully consider what your family can give
this year. Fill out and return your envelope, or go online
to: www.stocktondiocese.org/donate-to-bma

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish,
and their family members.
Barbara Balestrieri
Warren Belisle
Roger Clark
Marjorie Clennon
David Costa
Jose Luis Diaz
Manuel Gamboa
A. J. Holmes
Kary Hubbard
Bill Kiesling

Gloria Patania
Frank Perry
Juan Pulido
Edward Rubio
Connie Scott
George Segarini
Roger Stevens
Clay Sweeney
Jackie Tucker

To add or remove a name from this list,
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139.

Ministers to the Sick and Homebound
A training for new
ministers and a refresher
for current members will
be held on Saturday,
February 26 at 9:00 am,
upstairs in the Parish Hall.
Anyone who is currently taking the Eucharist to
someone or who is interested in this ministry should
come to this training. Please contact Debby Cushman
at 209-533-2756 to be included.

Exciting News for our Parish!

St. Patrick’s Parish now has a subscription to FORMED,
a premier online platform filled with over 4,000 Catholic
studies, movies, audio clips, e-books, and even cartoons
for our children. FORMED has content from over 60
apostolates, including Augustine Institute, Ignatius
Press, and the Knights of Columbus, with material that
is professionally produced, engaging, and solid in its
catechism. Best of all, this material is free to you!
To gain access to all of FORMED’s content, follow these
simple steps:
1. Go to https://signup.formed.org/
2. Enter our parish’s zip code: 95370
3. Enter your name and your email address
That’s it! You’re in!
And you can get the free FORMED app for your phone
by searching FORMED Catholic in your app store.

NEW Bible Study begins at Our Lady of Mount Carmel

Revelation: The Kingdom Yet to Come
What: A Bible Study of the Book of Revelation
Where: Zoom Meeting
When: 1st and 3rd Mondays starting Feb 21st
Time: 7:00 – 8:30 PM
Text: Material provided to participants
DVD Speaker: 11 sessions by Jeff Cavins
This invitation is extended to all
parishioners who would like to learn
more about the book of Revelation.
This is part one of a two-part study on
the Book of Revelation. In this study, Jeff Cavins will
unpack the mysteries of the Book of Revelation over an
11-session presentation that will take on an intriguing
look at one of the most talked-about books in Scripture.
In Revelation: The Kingdom Yet to Come, you will:
 Discover the meaning of the mysterious figures and
events in Revelation
 See how the Mass is really heaven on earth.
 Learn about the anti-christ and his destruction.
 Explore the Church's teaching on the second coming
of Christ and the Last Judgment.
 Find out what will happen at the end of time and the
establishment of a new heaven and new earth.
We will be using the complementary book by Michael
Barber titled “Coming Soon – Unlocking the Book of
Revelation and Applying Its Lessons Today” ($19.95 from
Amazon). Contact Warren Belisle at 962-4309 or email:
bellale@msn.com to receive the first assignment.

Knights of Columbus Breakfast Fundraiser
Please join us for breakfast on Saturday March 12 at
Applebee’s restaurant from 8:00 - 10:00 am. Tickets are
$8.50 for Adults, $6.50 for children. All proceeds will go
to College Scholarships for local High School seniors.

INTO YOUR HANDS, O LORD,

we commend the soul of

Clay Sweeney
Eternal rest grant unto him, O Lord, and let
perpetual light shine upon him.
Funeral Mass to be held on March 19, 11:00 am
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The Seventh Sunday in Ordinary time

READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Saturday February 19 ~ Sunday February 27
Saturday
OLMC 4:00 pm
No Intentions
Sunday
7:30 am Tete Arellano 
Clay Sweeney 
Clay () & Barbara Sweeney
(Happy Anniversary!)
9:00 am Mike Schirmer 
Deceased members of the YLI
11:00 am Jack McCoy
LaVon & Jack Woodcock 
1:00 pm Lupe Diaz 
Christian Villafana
(Happy Birthday!)
Monday
8:00 am Communion Service
Tuesday
8:00 am Lizbeth Gutierrez 
Susanna Riedel 
Wednesday 8:00 am Souls in Purgatory 
Thursday
8:00 am Youth Group at St. Patrick’s
Friday
8:00 am Bob Watts 
Susanna Maddox 
Saturday
OLMC 4:00 pm Bill & Soledad Balbuena
(Happy Anniversary!)
Sunday
7:30 am
No Intentions
9:00 am Souls in Purgatory 
Kary Hubbard (Healing)
11:00 am Joan Holland 
Will Clark (Happy Birthday!)
1:00 pm Anna Diaz Hernandez 
Carl S. King, Sr. 

Monday February 21 ~ Sunday February 27
Monday:
Tuesday:
Wednesday:
Thursday:
Friday:
Saturday:
Sunday:

Jas 3:13-18; Ps 19:8-10, 15; Mk 9:14-29
1 Pt 5:1-4; Ps 23:1-3a, 4-6; Mt 16:13-19
Jas 4:13-17; Ps 49:2-3, 6-11; Mk 9:38-40
Jas 5:1-6; Ps 49:14-20; Mk 9:41-50
Jas 5:9-12; Ps 103:1-4, 8-9, 11-12;
Mk 10:1-12
Jas 5:13-20; Ps 141:1-3, 8; Mk 10:13-16
Sir 27:4-7; Ps 92:2-3, 13-16;
1 Cor 15:54-58; Lk 6:39-45

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES
Sunday February 20 ~ Saturday February 26
Sunday:
Monday:
Tuesday:

Seventh Sunday in Ordinary Time
St. Peter Damian; Presidents’ Day
The Chair of St. Peter the Apostle;
Washington’s Birthday
Wednesday: St. Polycarp
Saturday:
Blessed Virgin Mary

“Am I not destroying my
enemies when I make
friends of them?”
Abraham Lincoln

Weekly Goal
$ 10,000

2-6-22
Week 6

2-13-22
Week 7

February
Totals
To Date

General Offerings

Wednesday, March 2 ~ Ash Wednesday
Masses at 8:00 & 6:30 pm, St. Patrick’s
Noon distribution of Ashes, St. Patrick’s
Mass at 4:00 pm, OLMC
Friday, March 4 ~ Stations of the Cross begins
6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s; 4:00 pm OLMC
Continues every Friday in Lent
Thursday, April 14 ~ Holy Thursday
Friday, April 15 ~ Good Friday
Saturday, April 16 ~ Holy Saturday/Easter Vigil
Sunday, April 17 ~ Easter Sunday
Saturday, April 23 ~ Confirmation Mass
Saturday, April 30 ~ First Holy Communion Mass

St. Pat’s

$6,809

$4,015

$10,824

OLMC

$1,508

$894

$2,402

E-giving

$2,325

$635

$2,960

Total

$10,642

$5,544

$16,186

LAST YEAR

$11,940

$7,151

$19,091

Maintenance Offering
St. Pat’s

$728

$85

$813

OLMC

$80

$10

$90

Total

$808

$95

$903

Parish Services: OLMC $81
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings!

