
 

 

Our Lady of  
Mt. Carmel 
Mission Church 

11700 Catholic Cemetery Rd. 
Big Oak Flat, CA 

 
Mass: 
Saturday 
4:00 pm 
 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday 3:30, 
or by appt. 

St. Patrick’s  
Catholic Church 

127 Jackson St. 
Sonora, CA 

Masses: 
Mon-Fri 
  8:00 am 
 Sunday 
  7:30 am 
  9:00 am                               
11:00 am 

                               1:00 pm 
Reconciliation: Wednesday 
6:00 - 7:00 pm, or by appt. 

Parish Staff 
Fr. Yesobu Banka,  
              Parish Administrator 
Mike Kubasek, Deacon 
Michael Tippett, Deacon 
Steven Kristensen,  
              Business Manager 
Marie Dahlstrand,  
             Coordinator of Liturgy 
Sandra Betti, Music Director 
Kathy Casas, Religious Ed 
Teresa Sweeney, Maintenance 
Nancy Roe,  
            Administrative Assistant 

Contact Us 
Office:  116 W. Bradford St. 
               Sonora, CA 95370 
Hours:  Mon-Thur 8:30 - 4:00 
    Closed 12:30-1:00 for lunch 
Phone:  1-209-532-7139 
Web:  www.stpatssonora.org 
Email:stpats@stpatssonora.org 
Parish Services:   
1-209-532-7139  
Ext. 107 (Sonora) 
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“The grace and peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with all of you.” 
 
On behalf of St. Patrick’s Parish, I joyfully welcome you!  Our hope is all who come to 
St. Patrick’s will know the love of Christ.  By God’s mercy, and the intercession of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and our patron St. Patrick, you will truly encounter the risen 
Lord and experience the Joy of the Gospel.  If you would like more information about 
our parish, please visit our website at www.stpatrickssonora.org.   If you 
are new to the area, please request a new member packet.  I would like 
to meet all of you!  I am available for appointments. Please call me at    
1-209-532-7139, ext. 112 or email frbanka@stpatssonora.org.   

In Christ, Fr. Yesobu Banka, Parish Administrator 
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Jesus said,  
“Nation will 
rise against 
nation, and 

kingdom 
against 

kingdom.” 
(Luke 21:10) 
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Listen to this consoling sentence from Sunday's First 
Reading: 

You who fear My name, for you there will arise 
the sun of justice with its healing rays. 

 
Justice. Healing rays! We have wanted this for a long 
time now! 
 
But what about fearing His name, as in the first line? A 
lot of us have fear. Especially now, with wars and 
disasters and so many uncertainties. 
 
Well, scripture is not talking about the fear we 
experience in horror films. Not that strange noise when 
you are alone in the house (fears, as well-motivated, 
especially in the present time). No, the Hebrew text uses 
an older meaning of "fear": there it refers to a 
"reverential wonder," an awe before that which is very 
much bigger than us. This kind of "fear" is crucial for you 
and me. 
 
Only then when we have it can we begin relating to God, 
to start maturing in our relation with the Most High. 
Only then do we begin to suspect what it really means to 
say that God is Love. 
 
Saying that God is Love requires a continuing revolution 
in our lives, like the one Copernicus brought about. 
Remember? The ancient astronomer Copernicus showed 
that the sun does not revolve around the earth, but that 
the earth revolves around the sun. Well, spiritually, most 
of us are pre-Copernican. We think God’s job is to circle 
around us, as if we, who are small asteroids, were at the 
center of the universe. We often declare that God is just 
someone to assist us, to answer our prayers, to make us 
peaceful, to make our side win the ball game, and so on. 
 
Nothing is really wrong with any of these, yet we stand 
in terrible need of a Copernican revolution. God does 
not exist to serve us. Just the opposite. God is center of 
the universe! God quietly maintains all that is: stars, 
galaxies, lands, oceans, cities, human hearts, butterfly 
wings, and so on. We owe reverence to God. It takes a 
spiritual transformation to think in this way. 
 
What would happen if you or I tried it? 
 
First, we would be living truth instead of pretense. What 
truth? That human beings are created to welcome this 

true God within each of them as the source and goal of 
who they are. If God is greatest, why would we make 
something else the center of our life? 
 
Second, the “sun of justice with its healing rays” would 
shine upon us. God’s love would appear to us as truth 
instead of as just a bauble to play with, or just a way to 
find a parking place. We would begin to see God as the 
gentle source of life and the affectionate mother of the 
entire universe. 
 
Third—believe it or not—since Advent is coming very 
soon, we will be preparing to receive our tender 
invitation shown forth in a child. In pre-Advent (now) we 
are supposed to be receiving God’s grandeur in an awe- 
filled and fear-invoking stage in order that soon we will 
be humble enough to prepare for the baby. 
 
This is why the First Reading and the Gospel thunder on 
about the day of reckoning when “nation will rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom,” etc. Isn't that 
what we are experiencing today? 
 
We must pray in hope for the injustice in our world.  We 
must glorify God with reverential wonder.  And we must 
humbly prepare ourselves for the coming of a little child 
who will save us all. 

Fr. John Foley, SJ 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

© 2022 Fr. John B. Foley.  All rights reserved.  Permission is 
hereby granted to reproduce for personal or parish use.  
Fr. Foley is a composer and scholar at St. Louis University. 

 

 
Monday Dec 12 ~ St. Patrick’s, Angels Camp, 6:00 pm 
 
Tuesday Dec 13 ~ St. Patrick’s, Sonora, 6:00 pm 
 
Wednesday Dec 14 ~ St. Andrew’s, San Andreas, 6:00 pm 
 
Thursday Dec 15 ~ All Saints, Twain Harte, 6:00 pm 

 
Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat —TBA 
 
“It is the beautiful task of Advent to awaken in all of us 
memories of goodness and thus to open doors of hope.” 
Pope Benedict XVI 



 

 

Advent Penance Service  
Tuesday, December 13 

6:00 pm 
St. Patrick’s, Sonora 

 

Prepare Ye the Way of the Lord! 

Monday 11/14 ~ Communion Service 
                 8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Tuesday 11/15 - Friday 11/18 ~ Daily Mass 
8:00 am, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Wednesday 11/16 ~ Reconciliation and Adoration 
6:00—7:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

Saturday 11/19 ~ St. Patrick’s Parish Christmas Fair 
           7:00 am—7:00 pm, St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 

Saturday 11/19 ~ Vigil Mass for Our Lord Jesus Christ,        
                                 King of the Universe  
     4:00 pm, Our Lady of Mount Carmel, Big Oak Flat 

Sunday 11/20 ~ Our Lord Jesus Christ,  
                              King of the Universe 
    Masses at 7:30, 9:00, and 11:00 am; 1:00 pm Spanish 
                        St. Patrick’s Church, Sonora 

November 13, 2022                                    The Thirty—Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Fr. Banka’s Enlightening Facts 
We know not the Day nor the Hour 

 
In these last weeks of Ordinary Time, our readings 
become centered on “Eschatology,” which is the part of 
theology concerned with death, judgement, the final 
destiny of the soul and the end of the world. 
 
Scripture is very clear that we do not know, and are not 
supposed to know, when Christ will come again and 
human history will end. “But of that day and hour no 
one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the Son, 
but the Father alone.” (Matthew 24:36)  
 
In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus says, “See that you not be 
deceived, for many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am 
he,’ and ‘The time has come.’ Do not follow them!” (Luke 
21:8). We are not to believe false prophets who claim to 
know the exact date and hour.  We are not to follow 
those who try to incite fear and panic, saying that the 
end times are imminent.  
 
And yet, throughout the 2,000 years since Christ’s first 
coming, man has constantly tried to “guess” when these 
days will come, often with tragic results. People have 
joined cults, sold everything they owned, and sadly, 
even taken their own lives, in anticipation of the end 
times as falsely foretold by false prophets. 
 
Jesus goes on to explain that there will be an apocalyptic 
time of tribulation, and it will be horrible and terrifying. 
He says, “You will be hated by all because of my name, 
but not a hair on your head will be destroyed. By your 
perseverance you will secure your lives.” (Luke 21:19) 
 
Our purpose is to persevere in our faith, remain true to 
Christ and His mission, and always be prepared to meet 
Jesus. Not just at some specific date or hour, but always. 
 
In the promise of Christ, 
Fr. Banka  

Confirmation, often misunderstood, is of vital 
importance for every Catholic Christian. In three brief 
but compelling sessions, Dr. Brant Pitre unlocks the 
truth and power of Confirmation by exploring our 
relationship with the Holy Spirit, the biblical history of 
Pentecost, and the significance of Confirmation in the 
life of the Church, and every believer. 

 
St. Patrick’s Parish Hall – Room 1 

Three sessions  
Wednesday mornings, November 2, 9, 16 at 9:00 am 

Or  
Monday evenings, November 7, 14, 21 at 6:00 pm  
Please join us! Light refreshments will be served. 

 
For more information: 

atonewiththespirit@stpatssonora.org 

NOTICE: Due to the late mailing 
of envelopes for the Silent Whist 
Party, the drawing will be held 
on Monday, November 28th. 

Thank you! 

mailto:atonewiththespirit@stpatssonora.org


 

 

 

 

This Saturday, November 19 
7:00 am to 7:00 pm 

St. Patrick’s Parish Hall 
 

Wonderful treasures to discover:   
Antiques, jewelry, housewares, religious items,  

and so much more! 
 

Beautiful gift baskets to complete  
your holiday shopping! 

 
Delicious baked goods! 

 
Exciting raffle prizes, and cash! 

 
Don’t miss it— we’ll see you there! 

Please Pray for the Sick in our Parish, 
and their family members. 

To add or remove a name from this list,  
please contact the Parish Office at 1-209-532-7139. 

Welcome to St. Patrick’s Catholic Parish 

Barbara Balestrieri 
Kate Baum 

Margaret Burton 
Roger Clark 
David Costa 

Gerardo Diaz 
Sue Froseth 

Manuel Gamboa 
A. J. Holmes 

Ski Kalischewski  

Bill Kiesling 
Barbara Lema 

Joan Montesano 
Jim Napier 

Barbara North 
Gloria Patania 

Frank Perry 
Juan Pulido 

Sebastian Ruiz 
Connie Scott 

CALLING ALL BAKERS! 
YLGI is running the bake sale booth at the Christmas Fair 
on November 19. Please drop off your non-perishable 
baked goods at the Parish Hall by 5:00 pm on Friday 
November 18th. If you have any 
questions, please contact Evelyn Parish 
at 530-239-5012. Thank you for your 
donation! 

YLGI will host its second annual Advent Tree 
Lighting Ceremony on Sunday, November 
27th at 5:00 pm. Deacon Michael Tippett 
will officiate. 
 

We invite you to participate in the Tree Lighting by 
purchasing an ornament in memory of or to honor a 
loved one. This is a wonderful way to remember your 
deceased loved ones or the special people in your life by 
placing an ornament on this memorable tree. The 
deadline to purchase an ornament is November 20. 

November, the Month of Remembrance 
During November, you may bring photos of 
your deceased family members and friends, 

and place them in the windows of the church. Please 
don’t forget to take them home again at the end of the 
month.  Additionally, the choir will sing the Litany of 
Remembrance before each Mass and the Book of 
Remembrance will be available in the vestibule for you 
to write the names of your deceased loved ones. Please 
remember to pray for all the souls who are in purgatory, 
especially for those who have no one to pray for them.   

            Nuestra Señora de Guadalupe 
La fiesta de nuestra Señora de 
Guadalupe, en la Iglesia Católica de 
San Patricio, se celebrarà el domingo  
11 de diciembre con una misa 
(Tercer Domingo de Adviento)  en 
Espanol a las 1:00 p.m.  Después de 
la misa, habrá un potluck y fiesta en 

el salón de la parroquia. Habrá mariachi, comida y 
camaradería. Todos son bienvenidos – por favor, 
traiga un platillo para compartir.  

   

Our Lady of Guadalupe  
  Sunday, December 11 
Spanish Mass at 1:00 PM 
(Third Sunday of Advent) 

 
Potluck and Mariachi will follow in the Parish Hall! 
Everyone is welcome - please bring a dish to share. 

“At this Christmas when Christ 
comes, will He find a warm heart? 
Mark the season of Advent by loving 
and serving others with God’s own 
love and concern.”  

St. Mother Teresa of Calcutta 



 

 

November 13, 2022                                      The Thirty-Third Sunday in Ordinary Time                                 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK 
Monday November 14 ~ Sunday November 20 

Monday: Rv 1:1-4; 2:1-5; Ps 1:1-4, 6; Lk 18:35-43 
Tuesday: Rv 3:1-6, 14-22; Ps 15:2-5; Lk 19:1-10 
Wednesday: Rv 4:1-11; Ps 150:1b-6; Lk 19:11-28 
Thursday: Rv 5:1-10; Ps 149:1b-6a, 9b; Lk 19:41-44 
Friday: Rv 10:8-11; Ps 119:14, 24, 72, 103, 111, 
 131; Lk 19:45-48 or (for the memorial of 
 the Dedication) Acts 28:11-16, 30-31;  
 Ps 98:1-6; Mt 14:22-33 
Saturday: Rv 11:4-12; Ps 144:1b, 2, 9-10; Lk 20:27-40 
Sunday: 2 Sm 5:1-3; Ps 122:1-5; Col 1:12-20;  
 Lk 23:35-43 
  

SAINTS AND SPECIAL OBSERVANCES 

Sunday November 13 ~ Saturday November 19 
Sunday: Thirty-third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Tuesday: St. Albert the Great 
Wednesday: St. Margaret of Scotland; St. Gertrude 
Thursday: St. Elizabeth of Hungary 
Friday: The Dedication of the Basilicas of  
 Ss. Peter and Paul in Rome;  
 St. Rose Philippine Duchesne 
Saturday: Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday November 12 ~ Sunday November 20 
Saturday 
           OLMC   4:00 pm Terri Di Antoni (Healing) 
Sunday            7:30 am Felipe Silveira  
                      Pat Fernandez (Birthday) 
                         9:00 am  Tete Arellano  
  Vicki Arellano (Birthday)     
                       11:00 am Jack McCoy  
  Jack & LaVon Woodcock                          
 1:00 pm  Lupe Diaz  
Monday          8:00 am Communion Service 
Tuesday          8:00 am Isabel O’Bannon  
Wednesday   8:00 am John & Amelia Andrye  
  Mr. & Mrs. Vernon Cabral  
Thursday        8:00 am  Clara Lopez  
  Carl Stephen King, Sr.  
Friday    8:00 am   Sylvia Arretz  
  Evelyn Swass  
Saturday           
          OLMC 4:00 pm  Don Westendorf, Jr.  
Sunday 7:30 am Clay Sweeney  
 9:00 am Samuel Wein  
                         Deceased members of the YLI  
                        11:00 am Peggy Kingman                          
  1:00 pm Carmen Gamboa (Birthday) 

 
Saturday, November 19 ~   
 St. Patrick’s Parish Christmas Fair! 
Thursday, November 24 ~ Thanksgiving Day  
 Mass 9:00 am, Parish Office Closed 
Sunday, November 27 ~ First Sunday of Advent  
 
 
Friday, December 2 ~ First Friday, Mass 8:00 am, 
 Adoration 8:30 am —3:30 pm, St. Patrick’s 
Thursday, December 8 ~ The Immaculate Conception of 
 the Blessed Virgin Mary, Masses at 8:00 am and   
               6:30 pm, St. Patrick’s; 4:00 pm OLMC 
Sunday, December 11 ~ Our Lady of Guadalupe, Spanish     
               Mass 1:00 pm, Fiesta and Mariachi afterward 
Tuesday, December 13 ~ Advent Penance  Service,  
 6:00 pm, St. Patrick’s 
Saturday, December 24 ~ Christmas Eve 
Sunday, December 25 ~ Christmas Day 

Weekly 
Goal 

$ 10,000 

11-6-22      
Week 45 

  November 
Totals  

To Date          

General Offerings 

St. Pat’s $5,936 $ $5,936 

OLMC $1,528 $ $1,528 

E-giving $2,140 $ $2,140 

Total  $9,604 $ $9,604 

LAST YEAR $10,127 $ $ 

Maintenance Offering 

St. Pat’s $2,058 $ $2,058 

OLMC $95 $ $95 

Total $2,153 $ $2,153 

All Saints:  St. Pat’s $690; OLMC $350 
All Souls:  St. Pat’s $2,748; OLMC $930 

Parish Services: St. Pat’s $498; OLMC $82 
Thank you for your continued and generous offerings! 



 

 


